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RAINBOW HILL RENEWAL 
Stewardship staff are busy planting trees, creating meadows, and removing 
invasive species. 

TOWER PLANS HALTED 
A grassroots effort helped stop the construction of a 500-foot 
communication tower in the Ramapo Mountains.

WICKECHEOKE CREEK PRESERVE GROWS 
Two new additions continue to expand this preserve, strengthening 
ecological health, scenic beauty, and offering more opportunities for people 
to connect with the land. 
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Trustees

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is 

a private, non-profit organization whose 

mission is to preserve land and natural 

resources throughout New Jersey for the 

benefit of all.

We protect strategic lands through acquisition 
and stewardship, promote strong land use policies,  
and forge partnerships to achieve conservation goals.

For membership information, please visit our website at 
www.njconservation.org or call us at 1‐888‐LANDSAVE. 
Our mailing address is 170 Longview Road, Far Hills,  
New Jersey 07931.

Stewardship for Tomorrow
When we preserve land, we celebrate the victory of setting aside important 
landscapes for the future. The stewardship that follows that initial success is 
what ultimately ensures that the special places we protect will endure. 

Stewardship is both a responsibility and a perpetual promise to defend and 
nurture the values that inspired us to protect land in the first place. It is an 
opportunity to heal places that may have been compromised and to ensure 
that healthy landscapes remain that way. Every day, with your support, we are 
in the field restoring wildlife habitats, maintaining trails, tending farmland, and 
shutting down illegal off-road vehicle riding - ensuring that protected land truly 
remains protected. This is all essential to caring for the ecological health of the 
lands entrusted to us. It is this ongoing work that transforms preservation into a 
lasting legacy.

Across New Jersey, from the forests of the Highlands to the marshes of the 
Delaware Bayshore, stewardship efforts make a tangible difference. Through 
careful management and long-term planning, we are strengthening climate 
resilience and ensuring that these lands continue to provide clean air and 
water, and natural beauty for all who depend on them.

This work has never been more important. Development, climate change, and 
shifting public policies continue to challenge the integrity of the landscapes 
we work so hard to protect. Preserving land is only the beginning; the urgent 
and continuous need for caretaking is a challenge we will need to meet as a 
community.

Looking ahead, stewardship efforts will need to expand because with every 
land acquisition success comes additional responsibility and possibility. With 
your help, we will continue to nurture the places that make New Jersey special.

Thank you for standing with us and for supporting this essential work. Together, 
we will ensure that the lands we protect today remain healthy, accessible and 
resilient for tomorrow. 

 
With gratitude,

ABOUT THE COVER
Spring beauty (Calytonia virginica) is one of the first ephemeral wildflowers to bloom and mark the 
arrival of spring. They grow most abundantly in moist woodlands, thickets, and along sunny stream 
banks like those found in our Wickecheoke Creek Preserve (see page 10). This delicate pair was 
photographed by Bill Lynch, our Director of Engagement & Communications.
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FAR HILLS
Spring migration bird walks 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

Butterfly walks with  
North American Butterfly Association 
FRIDAY, JULY 10 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

Autumn migration bird walks 
WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 9 & 30 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14

RAINBOW HILL  
at Sourland Mountain Preserve

Spring bird walk 
SATURDAY, MAY 9

JERSEY CITY
Liberty State Park Big Day of Birding 
SATURDAY, MAY 9

Liberty State Park Birding Big Sit 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 

STOCKTON
32nd Annual Donald & Beverley Jones 
Memorial Hike 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

JOIN 
US OUTSIDE !

SIGN UP AT: NJCONSERVATION.ORG/EVENTS 
Check back often for more events!
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American snout by Tom Halliwell

Liberty State Park Big Day 
by Harriet Bailey
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The work of 

Rainbow Hill at Sourland Mountain Preserve is a 
mosaic of mature forests and former agricultural 
fields spanning 1,150 acres. Rich with natural 
resources but also shaped by long-term ecological 
decline, the land reflects both the resilience of 
nature and the challenges it faces. 

As the preserve was being assembled, 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation staff 
observed that the forests on the property, 
as well as the old farm fields, were dense 
with invasive shrubs and plants such as 
autumn olive, multiflora rose, and barberry. 
Native plant communities were struggling 
to survive and a lack of forest regeneration 
posed severe threats to the ecological 
health of the site. Deer overpopulation was 
taking a toll on the land.  

at Rainbow Hill
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Robyn Jeney, Regional Manager, plants trees alongside 
other staff and volunteers. Photo by Geo Fellema

In response, we have embarked on a number of restoration 
efforts. 

With the help of a grant from Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, we have been transitioning a majority of Rainbow 
Hill’s old farmlands to warm-season grasses and meadow 
habitats, which support an abundance of wildlife –  
especially birds – and help with native plant regeneration. 
The property is situated on the border of two important bird 
areas: Amwell Valley Grasslands and Sourland Mountain 
Preserve, providing a unique opportunity for essential 
contiguous habitat. 

Another key part of the restoration is managing deer 
numbers, which has a profound impact on forest regeneration 
and native plant survival. Surveys show that deer populations 
on the property are significantly high, with counts of 125 and 
110 deer per square mile over the past two years. Alongside 
these findings, farmers who previously worked on the land 
reported severe crop damage due to deer browsing, to the 
point that growing some crops, like soybeans, was no longer 
viable. 

The scale and location of Rainbow Hill allow for a more 
comprehensive approach to deer management than is 

possible on smaller, fragmented properties. NJ Conservation 
is continuing to refine and strengthen its approach to 
managing deer populations, building on years of experience, 
adapting new and creative practices and working in 
coordination with the stewards of neighboring preserved 
lands. 

Spicebush swallowtail caterpillar by Colleen Prieto
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The preserve has also revealed unexpected 
ecological gifts. In some areas, abandoned 
farmland had grown into red cedar stands that 
were then followed by ash trees that rose above 
the cedars. When the ash trees later died, red 
cedars were able to rebound, expanding their 
canopies. These red cedar stands now play an 
important role in sustaining the landscape by 
maintaining forest cover in areas where ash trees 
have died.

Tree plantings, an important element of the 
restoration plan, can be found in various places 
around the property. In collaboration with Sourland 
Conservancy and Raritan Headwaters Association, 
NJ Conservation planted over 500 native trees 
and shrubs along Rainbow Hill’s riparian corridor 
tributary to the Neshanic River. Of the 20 species 
planted across the former farm fields, three 
stand out as star hosts for their ability to support 
biodiversity. Pin oaks (Quercus palustris), black 
willows (Salix nigra), and black cherry trees (Prunus 
serotina) can support more than 100 of New 
Jersey’s native species of moths and butterflies 
at various stages in their development. Lindera 
benzoin, also known as Northern spicebush, 
was planted specifically as a host plant for the 
spicebush swallowtail (Papilio troilus), whose iconic 
caterpillar stage is dependent on this fragrant 
shrub as well as a handful of its aromatic tree 
cousins, like sassafras and tulip poplar, which are 
present in the landscape.

Over time, these plantings will help fill gaps in 
the canopy and support the gradual transition 
toward a healthier, more self-sustaining ecosystem. 
This spring, NJ Conservation and its partners are 
continuing to expand the riparian restoration 
upstream with 500 more native trees and shrubs.

The work to manage invasive species, support 
native plant communities, create essential habitat, 
and manage deer populations reflects a long-term 
commitment to renewal. The goal is to care for 
the entire landscape in all its interconnectedness 
so that recovery is possible, and the preserve can 
thrive for generations to come.

At Rainbow Hill, the work is ongoing, and the story 
is still being written.

From top: 
Elise Cavicchi, Land Protection Coordinator, planting trees. 
Rainbow Hill at Sourland Mountain Preserve by Jay Watson. 
Spicebush swallowtail by Gary Leavens.
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s manager of science 
and stewardship, Emile DeVito, joined community members 
and activists in successfully arguing that the integrity of the 
Ramapo Reservation shouldn’t be sacrificed for a tower 
advancing the interests of Wall Street. 

Proponents of the structure, planned to be half the size of the 
Eiffel Tower, suggested it would speed up the transmission of 
stock trading data from Manhattan to Canada. “This tower 
was never about benefitting the people of Bergen County,” 

DeVito said. “It would have destroyed forest canopy and been 
a threat to migratory birds and endangered species in the 
Ramapo Mountains.”

The 4,000-acre Ramapo Reservation is a wooded oasis that 
contains wetlands and high-quality streams, and provides 
habitat for threatened and endangered species. It was 
preserved for people to experience and appreciate its natural 
beauty, offering a place for hiking, wildlife observation, and 
quiet refuge from surrounding development.

Repurposing the parklands for the tower would have required 
approval from the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection, the State Green Acres Program, the New Jersey 
Highlands Council, and the State House Commission. 
The residents and their partner advocates, including NJ 
Conservation, delivered strong testimony at the Bergen 
County Board of Commissioners meetings about the need to 
reject the tower, making it loud and clear that they would not 
allow the Ramapo Reservation to be compromised. 

Protecting land requires constant vigilance. Large-scale 
industrial projects like the proposed Ramapo tower threaten 
the very purpose of New Jersey’s parklands. This victory 
demonstrates that when communities stand up, special 
places can remain protected.

NJ Conservation Supports 
Community-Led Campaign to  
Halt Tower in Ramapo Reservation
A strong grassroots group of dozens of individuals rallied to stop construction of a 500-foot 
communication tower in Mahwah, New Jersey – this past January, they succeeded! 

Emile DeVito, manager of science and stewardship, points out native flora in Ramapo Reservation, 
including the American Holly pictured here. Photo by NJ Advance Media – The Star Ledger
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On his final day in office, Governor Phil Murphy signed 
the Invasive Species Management Act into law. Its 
passage marked a hard-earned victory following more 
than two decades of deliberation and planning among 
policymakers, scientists, land managers, agricultural 
interest groups, and environmental organizations – 
including New Jersey Conservation Foundation.

The new law does two critical things: it bans the sale of certain invasive plants and brings back the New Jersey Invasive Species 
Council, which was eliminated in 2010. The Council will consist of 19 members representing a cross-section of expertise and 
interests, including state agencies, environmental organizations, agriculture, the nursery industry, and academic institutions. Its 
main function is to advise the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on how to identify and manage invasive 
species, ensuring that decisions are guided by science and expertise. Enshrining the Council in the law helps make sure decisions 
about invasive species stay consistent and transparent.

The law also requires the DEP to create an online hub where residents and local leaders can find clear, practical information on 
identifying and managing invasive species and choosing native plant alternatives.

The action is long overdue. Invasive plant species are degrading our ecosystems. Across the Garden State, they are taking over 
forests, fields, wetlands, and waterways, often driving native species into extinction. Plants like common reed (Phragmites 
australis), Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), Japanese stilt grass (Microstegium vimineum), and mile-a-minute (Persicaria 
perfoliata) crowd out the native vegetation that wildlife and pollinators depend on. Once established, invasive species can 
outcompete native vegetation, alter soil chemistry and hydrology, reduce wildlife habitat, and complicate land management and 
restoration efforts. 

Non-native species have also had a serious economic toll on our state in the form of agricultural crop losses and increased pest 
management costs. These plants have also reduced recreational and tourism revenue in degraded natural areas where they have 
caused hiking, birding, fishing, and other outdoor activities to become more difficult.

With this new law, New Jersey joins the broader movement of 45 states that are adopting measures to address invasive species. 

This is a big step forward and a moment worth celebrating for the landscapes we call home! With sustained commitment and 
partnership, we can begin to reverse some of the cumulative damage to our natural systems. 

Invasive Species Act  
STRENGTHENS PROTECTIONS  
for New Jersey’s 
native ecosystems
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GAINING
GROUND

NJ Conservation Foundation 
Owned & Managed Properties 

All Preserved Land

November 2025 - March 2026
8 new projects

177 acres preserved

THANK YOU TO ALL  
SUPPORTERS, VOLUNTEERS 
AND PARTNERS FOR  
HELPING TO PRESERVE 
THESE LANDS!

New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation and its partners 

permanently preserved 177 acres 

from November 2025 through 

March 2026. These lands include 

family farms as well as natural 

areas that safeguard clean 

drinking water, protect wildlife 

habitat, and offer scenic beauty 

and outdoor recreation.

While great care is taken to present the most up to date information, NJ 
Conservation Foundation does not assume responsibility for spatial accuracy or 
timeliness of underlying data. This map is not a survey and should be used for 
planning purposes only. NJ Conservation Foundation expressly disclaims any and 
all responsibility for errors, omissions or other inconsistencies depicted, arising 
from otherwise related to this map product. 
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NJ Conservation recently expanded 
the Preserve with the addition of more 
than 50 acres, encompassing a rich 
mixture of mature forest, shrubland, 
meadows, ponds, and bucolic 
farmland. The two newly acquired 
pieces in Raritan Township build 
upon a 40-year effort to protect land 
along the Wickecheoke Creek and its 
tributaries. 

Rising on the Croton Plateau and 
winding through the rolling hills of 
southwestern Hunterdon County, the 

Wickecheoke Creek flows through bits 
and pieces of the Preserve, spilling 
over rocky ledges as it makes its 
way to the Delaware River. Along its 
journey, the creek and its tributaries 
play a vital role in the region’s water 
supply. Their waters ultimately feed 
into the Delaware & Raritan Canal, 
helping provide clean drinking water 
for surrounding communities.

The landscape of a 39-acre addition 
provides a haven for wildlife, helps 
absorb floodwaters, and protects 

clean surface water. It is also home 
to remarkable species including 
the Eastern box turtle, the federally 
endangered Indiana bat and northern 
long-eared bat, and the tricolored bat 
which is proposed for listing under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

In the southeastern part of the 
property, a largely undisturbed, 
mature oak–hickory forest rises 
overhead, with a lush understory 
of native plants thriving below. To 
the northeast, land once used for 
agriculture is making a comeback – 
growing into a younger forest of red 
maple and hickory, where white oaks 
now stand among winding old stone 
walls that hint at the past. Together, 
these landscapes invite exploration 
while protecting the rich habitats that 
make “the Wick” so special.

Nearby, a tranquil 12-acre property 
also contributes to the protection of 
the headwaters of the Wickecheoke 
Creek, running along the eastern edge 
of the property, reducing stormwater 
problems downstream and improving 
the future connectivity of a local trail 
system. 

The preservation of these properties 
strengthens the ecological health, 
scenic beauty, and public values of 
the Wickecheoke Creek Preserve. 
Continuing to grow the Preserve helps 
ensure that the area remains a vibrant, 
resilient landscape where nature 
and wildlife thrive and where future 
generations can explore, learn, and be 
inspired.

Over 50 acres added 
to Wickecheoke 
Creek Preserve
New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s Wickecheoke Creek 
Preserve – affectionately known as “the Wick”— spans 
three historic landmarks and more than 4,000 acres of 
protected land. 

Left photo by Elise Cavicchi. Below: Eastern box turtle by Bill Lynch
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For years, the forests surrounding the Black Run Preserve 
have been vulnerable to development, despite their 
importance to water quality, wildlife habitat, and the health 
of the Rancocas Creek. Now, after decades of sustained 
advocacy, those lands are finally on track for permanent 
protection. 

The Rancocas’ 360-square-mile watershed covers about a 
third of the land area in Burlington County and is key to the 
health of the larger Delaware River estuary. It is one of the 
state’s environmental treasures and a popular site for hiking, 
birdwatching, and other low-impact activities.

In the early 2000s, scientists assembled water quality and 
ecological data documenting the exceptional importance 
of this area of the Rancocas Creek watershed. Since then, 
various planning and advocacy efforts supported increased 
development restrictions and acquisition of the property 
to permanently protect the land, with limited success. 
Then, in 2020, as part of a coalition of local advocates, NJ 
Conservation staff initiated promising conversations with the 
landowner about purchasing the pristine forested area. 

Early this year, Linda Samost, on behalf of her family’s 
company, Kettle Run Investments LP, a joint owner of the 
Black Run Headwaters Property, agreed with the other 
owners to sell the property to NJ Conservation for $15 
million, which is approximately $2.4 million less than the 
Property’s full market value. Evesham Township has agreed 
to subsequently accept ownership of the Property from NJ 
Conservation and incorporate the Property into its existing 
1,300-acre Black Run Preserve.

Jeney added, “This effort is a testament to the conservation 
values of the property owners, who have been a pleasure 
to work with. We’re also deeply grateful to the Pinelands 
Commission, Burlington County, and the New Jersey Green 
Acres Program for establishing a strong foundation of 
funding that places the Property’s purchase price within 
reach. Although we are still finalizing the purchase, NJ 
Conservation and the sellers are committed to completing 
the work as quickly as possible to ensure the Property will be 
permanently preserved.”

With a contract now in place, NJ Conservation, in cooperation 
with the sellers, will move forward with the due diligence 
process typical of a conservation acquisition as we continue 
working with partners to finalize funding, ensuring that this 
vital landscape remains protected and accessible for future 
generations to enjoy. 

Preserving the Black Run Headwaters Property 
means water quality, critical plant and animal 
habitat, and the overall ecological integrity of the 
area will be protected for generations to come. 

- ROBYN JENEY 
NJ Conservation’s South Jersey Regional Manager
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Conservation victory in sight 
In March, New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJ Conservation) signed a contract to 
purchase approximately 835 acres in southwestern Evesham Township, Burlington County 
known as the Black Run Headwaters Property.
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation welcomes new donors  

and expresses our thanks to all who made contributions between 

October 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025. With your support, we 

preserve and protect New Jersey’s lands and natural resources.

 
New Donors 
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2025)

Advanced Electrical, Inc.
Trevor Baldwin
Robert Bamberger
Kirk Barrett
Debbie Beer
Patrick Belardo
Barbara and Chuck Benz
Matthew Boben
Daniella Bonafede
Laura Brinkerhoff
Meg Brinster Michael
The Campbell Family 

Foundation
Matthew Candeloro
Eisa Casaclang
Scott and Maria Cecilia 

Brodhead
Tohfatus Chowdhury
Sandra Cohen
Marie Conte
Ian Crowell
Kristin Curry
Ruth Darlington
John Benedict De Los Reyes
Margie DeAngelo
Robert Demont
Derr Family Charitable Fund
Wendy Deschapelles
Catherine Deschapelles
Ami Dobelle
Caitlin Doran
Betty Drake
Katherine Eggleston
Deborah Ellis
William V. Engel
Claude M. Epstein
Elena Errico
Mary and Tim Foster
Bill Hates Fou
Brandon Fox
Charles Frantz
Christine Fung
Anne Gorman
Marci Green
Martha Greene
David Greene
Mark A. Greenwood
Leigh Grosfils
Carl Gunhouse
Haggerty Family Foundation, 

Inc.
Kevin Halloran
Kirstin Hara
Mary Noreen Haren

Kimberly Haren
Harold H. Healy, III
Richard Herring
Kelly Holman
Kiley Hubbard
Brandy Johnson
Lucille Joye
Justin Kiczek
John Knightly
Richard Lathrop
Nicholas Llerena
Emily March
Massimo Marchese
Kelly McCarthy
Robert McClure
Kaylee McGuire
Jessica Miller
Mathew Miquel
Eric, Simon, Addie &  

Hannah Model
Lynne Montella
LoriJeane Moody
Clay Morgan
Mary Ann Morris
Dan Mozgai
Patricia Mueller
Alan and Bonnie Nasar
Thomas and Katherine B. 

O’Neill
Clare O’Shea
Libby W. Ortiz
Eleanor Paladino
Sean Pandolfo
Peter Paulson
Carol Petscavage
Gregory Pise
Jen Ponton
Janet Pressel
Brian Quinn
Gianfranco Rosciglione
Robin Rue
Debra A. Rzemieniewski
Linda Samost and Ira Goldstein
Betty Scarlata
Andrew Scarpulla
Schilke Construction Co., Inc.
Olivia Schroeder-Positano
Marvin Sellers
Jeffrey Sincavage
Jeny Stackhouse
Lawrence Staib
Paul Tannenbaum
Amelia Taylor
Steve and Laurie Toma
Ernest Trent
Paige Turnquist
Benjamin Tycko
Andrew Valenti
Britany Van Blake
Bret Vlazny

Sriya Vudata
WHH Foundation
Kevin Wilkes
Catherine Williams
Alan Zakin
Matthew Zaum
ZG Foundation, Inc.

$500 and Above 
Donors 
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2025)

George and Grania Allport
Joyce W. and J.S. Andrew
Anonymous Donors
Alex and Carolyn Ashby
Penelope Ayers
Robert and Juliette Bacon 

Foundation
Balwierczak Charitable Fund
Barberry Foundation, Inc.
Jefferson T. and Laura Barnes
The Howard Bayne Fund
Robert and Pamela Becker
Barbara and Chuck Benz
Ronald Berlin Architect, PC
Andrew Bernal
Christina and James 

Besanceney
Biggins Family Charitable 

Fund of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

W. M. and Barbara Blumenthal
Andrea Bonette
Mary Owen Borden Memorial 

Foundation
Rosanne Bornholdt
Boyer-Rohlf Family Fund of the 

Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Scott and Maria Cecilia 
Brodhead

Franta J. Broulik
The Sanford and Karen Brown 

Charitable Fund
Lorraine Brown
The Charles E. and Edna T. 

Brundage Foundation
Jennifer Bryson
John R. Bulger
Michele S. Byers
Roger Byrom and  

Wendy Rasmussen
Miranda Fund of the 

Community Foundation of 
New Jersey

Bradley M. Campbell and 
Katherine Hackl

The Campbell Family 
Foundation

Patricia and James Canning
Lisa C. Caplan
Ann Cavanaugh
Richard Cavicchi
Charles M. and  

Jeanie T. Chapin
Ruth Charnes and  

David L. Hansen
Dr. Theodore Chase and  

Mrs. Victory Chase
Chris M. Chickering
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Jack R. Cimprich and  

Ronnie E. Cimprich, VMD
Gary Hinesley and  

Margery Clare
Elliot Cohen
Joseph S. and Jeannie Colalillo
Robert J. and Nancy Cole
The Hon. Geoffrey M. Connor
Covered Bridge Trail 

Association
Mark Crawford
CTW Foundation, Inc.
Cummings Giving Fund
Thomas and Brenda Curnin
Currey Wilson Family Fund
Paul Dackow Giving Fund
Robert Dannhauser and  

David Jones
Lloyd and Sally Davis
Michael Dawson and  

Robert P. Tomaselli
Linda de Castro
John P. de Neufville
Jane B. DeBevoise
Alex Gibney and  

Anne M. DeBevoise
Richard and Rosina B. Dixon
William Doan, III
Susan Dorward
Duke Farms Foundation
Richard and Norma Edom 
Deborah Ellis
Christopher and Deirdre Ely
William V. Engel
Suzanne Engel
Michael J. Faul, Jr.
Clem and Joanna S. Fiori
Randolph Floyd
Noel K. Foley
Fox Foundation
Austin T. and Gwen Fragomen
Rodney P. and Virginia 

Frelinghuysen
Jane and Peter Galetto
James B. and Kathy Garland
The William P. and Gertrude 

Foundation Inc.

Bull and Karen Gervasi
The William L. Gibson Fund of 

the Community Foundation 
of New Jersey

James G. and Kathleen Gilbert
Arthur M. Goldberg & Veronica 

Goldberg Foundation, Inc.
Lynda R. Goldschein
Holly Gonzales
Adam S. Grace and  

Lisanne L. Renner
E.J. Grassmann Trust
Gray Connaughton Family
Barbara Geenhalgh-Weidman
Neil Grossman and  

Nancy Wolff
David and Glenda Haas
Haggerty Family Foundation, 

Inc.
William H. and Leita Hamill
Roger and Friederike C. Harris
Ryan Harster
Thomas B. and Archer Harvey
John D. Hatch and David 

Henderson
Gates H. and Mary Ellen Hawn
Richard and Catherine Herbst
Richard Herring
Elisabeth and James Hicks
Howard Hirsch
Rush Holt & Margaret 

Lancefield Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

The Home Depot Foundation
James J. Hone and Neill Heath
Dawn A. Howell
Hyde and Watson Foundation
Peter W. Jewell
Drs. Neill and Julia Johnson
Steven R. Johnson and  

Ellen F. Locker
Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation
Dr. Stephanie B. Jones
Sarah Jones
Jack and June Kahrs
The Kaufelt Family Fund
Kenneth N. Kavulia
Joseph Kazimierczyk
The Hon. Thomas Kean
Edward and Margaret Kelly
John L. and Karen Kemmerer
Harold Kiel
Christoph M. and  

Flora G. Kimmich
F. M. Kirby Foundation
Charles J. Klein
Carol M. and Larry Klevans
William T. Knox, IV
Dan and Gail Kopp
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The Koven Foundation
Steven C. Kunder
Purba and Anupurba Lahiri
Steven E. Lane
Valerie Ann Leeds Donor 

Advised Fund
Joseph and Jennifer Lemond
Leigh A. and Cody L. Letsinger
David Levy and  

Amanda Bowman
Richard and Vivian Lewis
Licensed Site Remediation 

Professionals Association
Andrew and Anya Littauer
The Losam Fund
The Luckow Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Anna Lyles and Andy Dobson
Eric Monberg and  

Wendy Mager
Ronald Manning
Matthew Martin
The Curtis W. McGraw 

Foundation
Keith and Gina Megay
Kenneth Meyers
Sally Mikkelsen
Estate of Joan W. Millspaugh
Denise and Andrew Milot
Alison E. Mitchell and  

Chris Keep
Robert B. and  

Veronica F. Mitchell
Meredith Moore and  

Steve Rabbe
Richard Moseley and  

Joanne Gusweiler
Kurt Munkacsi and  

Nancy Jeffries
The Nature Conservancy
New Jersey League of 

Conservation Voters
Mary Jo Nutt
The Ogden Fund at The 

Summit Foundation
Oye and Judith Olukotun
Libby W. Ortiz
Margaret Parker Fund of the 

Community Foundation of 
New Jersey

Arny Patel
Eric D. Paternoster and 

Michele W. Wu
Michael and Juliet Patsalos-Fox
Frank and Trudy Patterson
Henry S. Patterson, III

David Rago and  
Suzanne Perrault

Edmund W. Peters
Edward and Carol L. Pfeiffer
Dionne Polk
Kathryn A. Porter
The Promethean Foundation, 

Inc.
Gregory Puchalski and  

Carol Hodapp-Puchalski
Karin A. Quagliato
Brian Quinn
Charles Rappaport and  

Valerie B. Ackerman
Janice Reid
R. David Reynolds
Anthony and Glorianne Robbi
Ferrill and Belinda Roll
Gregory and Carol L. Romano
Michael E. and  

Deirdre H. Rothpletz
Rowe Family Fund
Robin Rue
W. Rodman and Dianne Ryan
Linda Samost and Ira Goldstein
Randy and Janet M. Santoro
Dana and Steven Saporta
Richard Schatzman and  

Debra Pawa
Schilke Construction Co., Inc.
Robert and Elizabeth Schmid
James A. and Sharon Schwarz
Scott Sillars and  

Margaret Griffin
Ken Misiak and  

Sandra L. Simpson
Mary E. Smith
Alan and Arlene Spotnitz
State of New Jersey DEP/RGGI
Michael Steigerwald
Martha Steinberg
Stone Foundation of New 

Jersey
Nancy A. Swift
Sycamore Fund of the 

Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Charles K. Thompson
Steve and Laurie Toma
Mayor Paul H. Tomasko
Union Foundation
Upstream Alliance
Paul Von der Heyden 

Foundation
Elizabeth Walsh

Robert K. Ward
John and Debra Watson
James and Barbara Webb
Larry Wehr
James and Virginia Welch 

Foundation
Heidi Wendel
Barry Weshnak
WHH Foundation
Joseph B. and Phoebe Wiley
Edith K. and Thomas Williams
Anne Williams
William A. and Elizabeth Wolfe
Theresa and Jay Wrobel
Bo Xing and Aili Liu
Beth Yingling
Lawrence J. Zambrowski
ZG Foundation, Inc.	

Memorials
(from October 1 - 

December 31, 2025) 

Florence Aluotto 
	 Gary Zockoll and 
	    Karen A. Richards

Hugh Bisco 
	 Jan Bisco-Werner

Louise Bossert & Hanssler 
Family 
	 Ingeborg D. Bossert

Richardson Buist 
	 Jean Buist Earle

Moshi Chowdhury 
	 Tohfatus Chowdhury

Lillie and Charlie DeBevoise 
	 Alex Gibney and  
	    Anne M. DeBevoise 
	 Ruvani Perumal and  
     Nicholas Gibney

Caren Franzini 
	 John J. Franzini

Pamela Hirsch 
	 Purba and Anupurba Lahiri

Lawrence W. Johnson 
	 Fran and Marie St. John

Larry Keller 
	 Merrick G. and  
	    Linny Andlinger

Silas Little	  
	 Claude M. Epstein

Louis, the Greatest Dane 
	 Bonnie Barhyte

Linda Rowe 
	 Carolyn J. Krickus

Charles Weller Frantz 
	 Charles Frantz

Sam Wolfe 
	 Sandra Cohen 
	 Betty Drake 
	 Jane Engel and  
	    George Eckelmann 
	 Jeanne M. Fox and 
	    Stephan DeMicco 
	 Marci Green 
	 Mark A. Greenwood 
	 Toby and Margaret Hanna 
	 Massimo Marchese 
	 Eric, Simon, Addie &  
	    Hannah Model 
	 Marvin Sellers 
	 Lawrence Staib 
	 Paul Tannenbaum

James Wyse 
	 Scott and Maria Cecilia 
	    Brodhead 
	 Katherine V. Dresdner, Esq. 
	 James B. and Kathy Garland 
	 Robert McClure 
	 Peter Paulson

Tributes
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2025)

Kathleen Bourke 
	 Nell and Daniel Haughton

Michele S. Byers 
	 Ruth Charnes and  
	    David L. Hansen 
	 Michael Dawson and 
	    Robert P. Tomaselli 
	 Michael F. Gallaway

Dr. Emile DeVito 
	 Marlene J. Boyd 
	 Michael and  
	    Marilyn R. Dee 
	 Susan Dorward 
	 Joanne Pannone 
	 Robert and Linda Walden

Geo Fellema 
	 Caitlin Doran

Clem Fiori 
	 Daniel and Margery Fiori

Perry Hall 
	 Sally Ike

Kim Haren 
	 Mary Noreen Haren

Robyn Jeney 
	 Amy Golden

Russell Juelg 
	 Joanne Pannone

Todd Lamm 
	 Susan A. Newberry

Wendy Mager 
	 Nell and Daniel Haughton

Alison Mitchell 
	 Alexandra Warren

Daniel T. Montella 
	 Lynne Montella

David F. Moore 
	 Leigh Grosfils

New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation staff and  
all they do 
	 Edythe M. Toussaint

Tanya Nolte 
	 LaVerne Anderson

Cynthia Paladino 
	 Theresa Krahenbuhl 
	 Eleanor Paladino

Edward Pfeiffer 
	 Edward and  
	 Carol L. Pfeiffer

The Pike Family 
	 Andrew Kozakowski

Lori Volpe 
	 Christine Cannon

Barbara Webb 
	 Sarah Jones

Robert M. and Sara K.  
Weissman 
	 Martha Greene

Anne Wright Wilson 
	 Marjorie Kienle

Clients of Ronald Berlin  
Architect, PC: 
Evan Anderson and  
   Annie Dunham 
Ben Bair and  
   Evelyn Gilbert-Bair 
Benjamin Brand and  
   Alexandra Letvin 
Susan Craig Scott 
David and Bertha Fubini 
Susan Jefferies 
Andrew Magenau and  
   Kristin Schroeder 
Brad Middlekauff and  
   Nancy Goldin 
	 Ronald Berlin Architect, PC

As a private, not‐for‐profit organization, we rely on donations from 
members who care about preserving New Jersey’s precious land and 
resources for future generations.
Help keep nature in New Jersey! Join New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation to preserve land and natural resources. 

NEW JERSEY
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION!

BECOME A  
MEMBER TODAY!
www.njconservation.org
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Brian C. Quinn brings 
his extensive background 
in health policy analysis 
and innovative program 
development to the board. 
As Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation’s Associate 
Vice President for Research 
and Evaluation, he helps 
lead a team dedicated to 
understanding and measuring 
the key health and health 
care issues that are part of 

the Foundation’s strategy, as well as assessing organizational 
performance.

Prior to his current role, Quinn was the team director of the 
Foundation’s Pioneer Portfolio, which promotes innovative 
projects marked by their ability to affect transformational 
change in health and health care. He was also instrumental 
in establishing the Foundation’s initial perspectives and ap-
proaches to the issue of global health.

Quinn holds a PhD in health services and policy analysis 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and a BA in eco-
nomics from Colby College in Maine. His training includes 
a certificate of study from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science.

Welcome New Trustees!

BRIAN QUINN

Dana A. Saporta is 
a macroeconomist and a 
lifelong resident of New 
Jersey.  Before her retirement 
in 2019, she was a Director 
at Credit Suisse in the Chief 
Risk Officer division. She led 
the Macroeconomic Risk 
team, developing recession 
scenarios for internal risk 
management, business 
planning, and regulatory 
stress tests. Previously, as 

a member of the Credit Suisse Economics Research group 
from 2010-2016, she specialized in the analysis of Federal 
Reserve policy, money markets, and financial flows. Dana 
has over 30 years of experience analyzing the US economy, 
including 14 years as an economist at Stone & McCarthy 
Research Associates in Princeton. She also worked as an 
economist at the former Dresdner Kleinwort Investment 
Bank and at Citicorp (now Citigroup) in New York.  Dana 
received B.A. degrees in Economics and Spanish from 
Rutgers University and an M.A. in Economics from New 
York University. She also earned the Chartered Financial 
Analyst (CFA) designation. Still active in several nonprofit 
financial organizations, Dana served as president of the 
Money Marketeers of NYU (2007-2008) and of the New York 
Association for Business Economics (2013-2014).  She was 
named a Fellow of the National Association for Business 
Economics in 2018.

DANA SAPORTA 

This past January, New Jersey Conservation Foundation lost one of our  
most dedicated friends and supporters, and a former president of our Board  
of Trustees, Samuel W. Lambert. 
In 2003, Sam led the organization through an ambitious and successful effort to 
purchase a nearly 10,000-acre cranberry farm in the Pine Barrens, now known as the 
Franklin Parker Preserve: the largest land purchase by a non-profit organization in 
the history of New Jersey. Sam understood that preserving this beautiful landscape 
with its unique and fragile ecosystem was vitally important, and his guidance and 
leadership were essential.

In 2024, the Red Trail at Franklin Parker Preserve was dedicated to Sam. Now known 
as the Sam Lambert Trail, it winds through scenic vistas and varied habitats over its six 
miles, giving hikers a taste of the region’s incredible diversity. 

Over the years, Sam played a pivotal role in supporting many organizations in and 
around New Jersey. We owe him a debt of gratitude for his tremendous contributions 
to protecting land and natural resources in the Pine Barrens and beyond. 

REMEMBERING SAM LAMBERT



Welcome, Katherine!
KATHERINE STIEH joined the New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation staff earlier this year as Events and 
Development Manager, where she supports donor 
engagement, fundraising initiatives, and event 
coordination to advance the organization’s mission. 
She brings experience in event planning, stakeholder 
communications, and cross-team collaboration, 
with a background supporting development and 
engagement efforts. Katherine is a firm believer in 
clear communication, thoughtful coordination, and 
collaboration to help strengthen relationships and 
support the organization’s mission-driven work. 
Katherine holds a BA from Seattle Pacific University.

Staff
Alison Mitchell, Executive Director
Erica Arles, Land Protection Program Manager
Alix Bacon, Project Manager, Sustainable 

Agriculture
Mark Barrick, Information Technology /  

Office Manager
Tim Brill, Regional Manager Central Jersey
Rebekah Buczynski, Project Manager, North 

Jersey Stewardship
Elise Cavicchi, Land Protection Coordinator
Anthony Cucchi, Assistant Director
Beth Davisson, Highlands & Black River 

Acquisition Specialist
Emile DeVito, Ph.D, Manager of Science & 

Stewardship
Richard Dodds, Regional Manager, North Jersey
Jessica Fasano, Communications Manager
Geo Fellema, MPA, Development Manager
Jane Gardner, Policy & Development Assistant
Jane Halsted, CPA, Accounting Manager
Amy Hansen, Policy Manager
Maria Hauser, Director Human Resources /  

Board Liaison
Bo Humphrey, Director of Development
Steven Jack, Land Steward, South Jersey
Robyn Jeney, Regional Manager, South Jersey
Russell Juelg, Senior Land Steward
Annie Licata, Staff Writer 
Bill Lynch, M.S., Director of Engagement & 

Communications
Lisa MacCollum, Sourlands/Hopewell Valley 

Acquisition Specialist
Melanie Mason, Land Steward
Timothy Morris, Director of Stewardship 
Tanya Nolte, Conservation Information & GIS 

Manager
Rudisha Okezie, Regional Manager, Camden 

Area
Allison Pieffer, Stewardship Coordinator
Martin Rapp, Project Coordinator, North Jersey 

Stewardship
Karen Richards, CPA, Director of Finance & 

Administration
Heidi Roldan, Director of Program Funding
Bill Scullion, Land Steward, South Jersey
Katherine Stieh, Development & Events 

Manager
John S. Watson Jr., Senior Fellow for 

Conservation Justice

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is an equal 
opportunity employer and we are committed to 

building a diverse workforce and Board of Trustees.

Birds of a feather flock to art show
Bird and art lovers alike converged on SMUSH Gallery in Jersey City on Friday, 
March 13 for the opening reception of our NJ BIRDS x NJ ARTISTS show, featuring 
original pieces from our first series of trading cards. Attendees enjoyed a 
wonderful evening of art, conversation, and – of course – opening and trading 
bird cards! All the art was for sale and raised money both for the artists and for 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation. 

You can continue to support the project by picking up your own packs before 
they sell out! 

Visit: njconservation.org/njbirdcards



Join Our Email List
We’d like to have your email address 
so we can keep you updated on New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation news, 
program and events.

Please send your email address to 
info@njconservation.org or call 
1-888-LANDSAVE (1-888-526-3728).

NEW JERSEY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
Bamboo Brook | 170 Longview Road | Far Hills, NJ 07931

www.njconservation.org


