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Dear members and friends, 
We are in very challenging times when it comes to defending and advancing policies that safeguard the 
natural systems upon which all life depends. Climate change continues to accelerate, and with it comes 
increasing loss of natural habitat. New development on “greenfields” marches on. Here in New Jersey and 
across the continent, these forces are reshaping our landscapes and putting immense pressure on native 
plants and animals. 

Of all the creatures that share our earth, perhaps none intrigue and delight us quite like our feathered 
friends. The recently released 2025 U.S. State of the Birds report paints a sobering picture: bird populations 
are declining significantly, with 229 species now in urgent need of conservation. And New Jersey, with its 
diverse landscapes and ecosystems, is no exception. The situation has been deteriorating for decades, with 
many species now at what the report calls the “tipping point” – at risk of vanishing entirely.

Despite this news, conservation efforts are yielding positive results for some New Jersey birds, and there 
are parallel efforts to save other species. In this Annual Report, we examine some of the ways New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation’s work impacts resident and migratory birds throughout the state. Read about 
the unique ways in which birds depend on our state’s habitats to survive. Learn more about the strategies, 
successes, and challenges facing conservation efforts that save birds and their vital habitats. 

With your generous support, New Jersey Conservation Foundation is stepping up efforts to change 
the current course and to create a future where a rich diversity of species inhabits our world and the 
magnificent winged creatures of today continue to soar across our skies for generations to come. 

Thank you for being part of this critically important work!

In partnership,

OUR MISSION

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is a private, nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to preserve land and natural 
resources throughout New Jersey for the benefit of all. 
Through acquisition and stewardship, we protect strategic 
lands from the Highlands to the Pine Barrens to the 
Delaware Bayshore. We promote strong land conservation 
policies at the local, state and federal levels, forge 
partnerships to achieve conservation goals, and provide 
support and technical assistance to partner groups. Since 
1960, we have preserved more than 140,000 acres of open 
space, farmland, and parks. We also manage more than 
a dozen nature preserves, conduct public outreach and 
education programs, and advocate for sensible land use and 
climate policies that will protect the health of New Jersey 
communities for generations to come.
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Our incredible stewardship team has been hard at work increasing 
the accessibility of the Franklin Parker Preserve. Funding from the 
Inclusive Healthy Communities Grant Program and a parternship 
with the Pinelands Preservation Alliance is helping us to carry out 
these measures:

•	 Removing roots, rocks, branches, and debris from trails to ensure they are 
obstruction-free.

•	 Creating flatter, more compact surfaces for trails.
•	 Lowering kiosks to make signage more visible to people who use 

wheelchairs.
•	 Widening gate openings.
•	 Creating ADA-compliant parking spaces.

Stay tuned for more updates as we continue working to make our 
largest preserve more welcoming to all nature lovers! 
To plan your trip to the preserve visit: 
njconservation.org/preserve/franklin-parker-preserve

Stewardship
Spotlight

ABOUT THE COVER  
Friend and supporter Penelope Ayers captured this incredible image – not a composite! – of two 
young tricolored herons following their mother across the branches of Ocean City’s heron rookery. 
You can see more of Penelope’s photography on pages 4 and 5 in our story about the white ibis. 

All photos by Jess Fasano
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Until recently, you had to head south 
to spot a white ibis – way south. These 
elegant birds, with their bright white 
feathers and long, curved pink bills, were 
once found mostly in Florida and along 
the Gulf Coast. But recently, they started 
showing up in New Jersey, and they’re 
not just passing through.

WHITE IBISES

Photo by Penelope Ayers



During the spring of 2020, the first white ibises 
were found nesting in New Jersey in Ocean City. 
In May of 2025, the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection counted 906 – likely 
an underestimation – according to the Asbury 
Park Press. It’s a striking reminder of how 
climate change is reshaping the natural world, 
right in our own backyards. As temperatures 
rise and weather patterns shift, many species 
are adapting to survive – heading to cooler 
areas or following food sources. For the white 
ibis, warmer summers and milder winters have 
opened the door to new breeding grounds 
along the Mid-Atlantic coast.

The good news is that decades of wetlands 
conservation is paying off. Restored and 
protected tidal marshes, estuaries, and coastal 
wetlands support native species like great 
egrets and glossy ibises, while also providing 
habitat for newcomers. Today, white ibises 
are most commonly spotted at the Ocean City 
rookery, alongside hundreds of egrets, herons, 
and other birds. 

While it’s exciting for birders and nature lovers 
to see these graceful newcomers gliding 

over our marshes, their recent arrival raises 
important ecological questions. What happens 
to the species that were already here? What 
does this ultimately mean for these ecosystems?

As white ibises settle in, they may compete with 
resident species for limited nesting sites and 
food resources, potentially shifting the balance 
of the densely populated rookery. Researchers, 
like those at The Wetlands Institute in Stone 
Harbor, are watching closely to see how these 
dynamics unfold over time. The white ibis is just 
one example of how climate change is shifting 
the rules for wildlife. Species we’re accustomed 
to seeing may start to disappear, while others 
we’ve never hosted before may soon become 
our neighbors. Conservation isn’t just about 
preserving what we’ve had, it’s about preparing 
for what’s coming by using the best available 
science at any given moment, knowing it is still 
evolving.

One of the best strategies is to keep protecting 
diverse, resilient habitats because that helps all 
species, whether they’ve lived here for centuries 
or are just starting to call New Jersey home.

A southern visitor that’s here to stay

Great egret nest by Penelope Ayers

Until recently, you had to head south to spot a white ibis – way south. These elegant birds, with their bright white 
feathers and long, curved pink bills, were once found mostly in Florida and along the Gulf Coast. But recently, they 
started showing up in New Jersey, and they’re not just passing through.

52024 Annual Report



Each spring for millennia, red knots have 
migrated from the southern tip of South 
America to their breeding grounds in 
the Arctic tundra – a 10,000-mile trip! 
To make it through this epic journey, 
red knots stop to refuel along Delaware 
Bayshore beaches in New Jersey, gorging 
on nutrient-rich horseshoe crab eggs 
and doubling their weight to gain enough 
strength to complete their journey to 
nest and raise young in the north.

The vanishing 
red knot 

RED KNOT

Photo by Chathura De Silva

6 New Jersey Conservation Foundation



Historically, every spring, horseshoe crabs have laid 
millions of eggs. When females are abundant, they 
lay more eggs than can fit deep in the sand, resulting 
in floating eggs that will never hatch but instead 
feed shorebirds, fish, turtles, and other wildlife. But 
today, beaches that once brimmed with horseshoe 
crab eggs have far fewer to feed red knots and 
other shorebirds. Due to decades of horseshoe crab 
overharvesting and the pharmaceutical industry’s 
dependence on horseshoe crab blood, populations 
have been decimated. Without the critical food 
supplied by crab eggs, the weak and hungry 
migrating birds are often not making it to the Arctic 
to reproduce – putting them on the path toward 
extinction.

Because of the sharply declining horseshoe crab 
numbers, red knots are listed as threatened under 
the federal Endangered Species Act. There is currently 
a moratorium on the harvest of horseshoe crabs in 
the State of New Jersey.

Red knots have been affected by other threats as 
well, including direct effects from climate change, 
coastal development, and disturbance by vehicles, 
dogs, drones, planes, and boats. A staggering 
94 percent have disappeared since the 1980s. 
Organizations like the Horseshoe Crab Recovery 
Coalition and the American Littoral Society work 

tirelessly to protect horseshoe crabs on our coasts, and in turn, 
help shorebirds like the red knot to rebuild their once-thriving 
populations.

The dire outlook for the red knot is a powerful reminder that no 
species exists in isolation. The horseshoe crabs of this region hold 
together a complex web of relationships in the ecosystem – a critical 
link in coastal biodiversity. 

Just as these birds rely on the ancient horseshoe crab for survival, 
so too does all life in New Jersey depend on the health of its 
interconnected ecosystems – from tidal marshes and coastal dunes 
to forests and freshwater wetlands. When one link in the chain 
begins to fail, the entire web is at risk. By protecting land and 
natural resources and supporting sensible land use and climate 
policies, we are protecting both individual species and the rich 
biodiversity that sustains life across the Garden State. 

Horseshoe crabs by Paul VanDerWerf

Shorebirds by Paul Williams

Photo by Chathura De Silva
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Until recently, you had to head south 
to spot a white ibis – way south. These 
elegant birds, with their bright white 
feathers and long, curved pink bills, were 
once found mostly in Florida and along 
the Gulf Coast. But recently, they started 
showing up in New Jersey, and they’re 
not just passing through.

GREAT BLUE HERON

Photo by Bill Lynch



In the late 1800s and early 1900s, great blue herons were hunted extensively 
for their plumes, which were highly valued in the fashion industry. Although 
plume hunting eventually declined, new threats emerged. Wetlands were 
drained, water quality deteriorated, and nesting efforts were disrupted by 
shoreline development and recreational activities. While great blue herons 
are remarkably adaptable, they are still vulnerable to changes in land use and 
habitat degradation.

Fortunately, conservation efforts have 
helped reverse their decline. A major 
turning point came with the passage of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, 
which made it illegal to harm, capture, or 
possess migratory birds, their nests, or their 
eggs. This landmark legislation provided a 
foundation for modern bird conservation 
and gave species like the great blue heron 
the legal protection they desperately 
needed.

In the decades since, additional actions 
have contributed to the species’ recovery. 
Regulations to reduce pollution have 
improved water quality in rivers, lakes, 
and wetlands – ensuring that herons have 
access to healthier fish and amphibian 

populations. Public understanding of the ecological value of wetlands has also 
grown. These habitats are now recognized not only as critical for wildlife but 
also for flood control, water filtration, and carbon storage.

In the western part of the state, New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s 
Wickecheoke Creek Preserve runs through dense forest and scenic meadows. 
Since the 1980s, we have been preserving lands along this pristine creek from 

the forested wetlands of the Croton Plateau 
to where the creek meets the Delaware 
River in Stockton Borough. To date, New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation has 
preserved nearly 3,800 acres of open space 
and farmland in this corridor, creating and 
maintaining habitat for myriad bird species, 
including great blue heron! 

Today, the larger presence of great blue 
herons across New Jersey reflects decades 
of dedicated conservation work. Their 
recovery reminds us that when we protect 
habitats and enforce strong environmental 
laws, even once-threatened species can 
return and thrive. The great blue heron’s 
comeback is more than just a single success 
story – it’s a testament to the broader 
power of conservation.

The great blue heron’s comeback story

Wickecheoke Creek Preserve

The majestic great blue heron can be found at ponds, lakes, and rivers throughout New Jersey. As the largest heron in 
North America – standing nearly five feet tall with a wingspan up to six and a half feet – this elegant wading bird is 
hard to miss. But just over a century ago, seeing one was quite rare.
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Birds are declining worldwide, and 
there is an ongoing debate about 
how to best manage habitats for 
particular species. How should limited 
conservation resources be used to 
help them survive? 

Managing 
habitats for 
birds 

PINE WARBLER

Photo by Michael Marsh
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Here in New Jersey, the wildfire-adapted Pine Barrens 
offer an important opportunity to manage habitat for 
a variety of declining birds by working with nature – 
and wildfires.

In recent years, the New Jersey Forest Fire Service 
has effectively used “containment” methods during 
wildfires, allowing fires to burn into areas protected 
by firebreaks – perimeters that have been safely 
burned, mostly along roads and lightly-thinned areas 
where scrub oaks, huckleberry shrubs, and young 
pitch pines have been mowed. 

When the fire is over, the burned areas transform 
into spectacular Pine Barrens habitats filled with 
rare plants and animals that have evolved alongside 
wildfire over millennia, and the firebreaks and 
mowed forest areas also provide excellent habitat 
for many bird species. Among them are the Eastern 
towhee, pine warbler, and prairie warbler – some of 
the most vulnerable birds in the Pine Barrens. 

New Jersey Conservation Foundation has had 
wildfires, prescribed fires, and firebreak projects 
on all of our major preserves in the Pine Barrens: 
the Franklin Parker, Candace McKee Ashmun, and 
Michael Huber Prairie Warbler preserves. We have 
received tremendous help from the Forest Fire 
Service in managing these fire events. As a result, our 
preserves are a stronghold for the Eastern towhee, 
prairie and pine warbler, common nighthawk, 
whip-poor-will, Eastern wood pewee, great crested 
flycatcher, Eastern bluebird, summer tanager, and 
many other birds that depend upon the natural 
disturbances that fires produce. 

Additionally, an enormous 1,000-acre wetland 
restoration project started years ago by New 
Jersey Conservation, and funded by the Wetland 
Reserve Program of the United States Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, has converted the abandoned A.R. DeMarco 

Enterprises cranberry fields at Franklin Parker Preserve back  
into natural wetlands. This has resulted in spectacular  
herbaceous and shrub wetland habitat for wetland-dependent 
species, including American woodcock, Eastern kingbird, blue 
grosbeak, tree swallow, and a variety of herons, terns, and ducks, 
as well as a dizzying array of amphibians and reptiles! The preserve 
boasts nearly 21 miles of trails and includes an observation  
platform overlooking the wetlands. For a trail map please visit:  
njconservation.org/preserve/franklin-parker-preserve.

Eastern towhee by Michael Marsh

Photo by Michael Marsh
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In contrast, the Young Forest Initiative – a management approach often promoted 
in other areas of New Jersey outside of the Pine Barrens – relies on logging to 
clear-cut large swaths of mature deciduous oak-hickory forests in order to create 
habitat for particular bird species. While it aims to benefit wildlife, this expensive 
approach ignores one major obstacle: overabundant deer, which can often prevent 
the successful regrowth of trees and shrubs. Worse still, the Young Forest Initiative 
often results in the destruction of high-quality forest habitat in the hopes of creating 
something new – an unacceptable tradeoff in many cases, especially when our 
forests are dwindling and better options exist.

Mature forests in New Jersey that aren’t prone to wildfires should never be logged 
or intentionally burned under the guise of natural resource protection. These 
include forests dominated by scarlet, white, Spanish, and post oaks, mature pitch 
and shortleaf pines, Atlantic white cedar, red maple, and black gum. They range 
from upland to wetland habitats and house interior forest birds that need dense 
shade and a closed tree canopy: prothonotary, hooded, and black-throated green 
warblers, hermit thrushes, ovenbirds, barred owls, red-shouldered hawks, yellow-
billed cuckoos, and scarlet tanagers! Nearly all the warblers and songbirds are long-
distance migrants that winter in the Caribbean, Central, or South America and seek 
specific habitats when they return to New Jersey to breed.  

Hooded warbler by Michael Marsh

Prescribed burn at Franklin Parker Preserve by NJ Forest Fire Service

Prothonatary warbler by Michael Marsh

New Jersey Conservation Foundation follows a simple  
guiding principle: never purposely destroy one perfectly 
good, high value habitat in an attempt to create another. 
The risks are too great and the results are far too 
unpredictable. By working along pathways most akin 
to natural processes, managing for species of concern 
in the appropriate places, and using minimally invasive 
techniques, we welcome our feathered friends back each 
spring with healthy ecosystems that allow them to thrive.   
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Ruby-crowed kinglet by Bill Lynch
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Snowy owl by Penelope Ayers
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Noel K. Foley
Anne Forbes 
William W. and Constance D. 

Fortenbaugh
Deborah S. Freedman and 

Avram Paradise 
Keith and Joan Freehauf
Maxine Friedman 
Theresa Galaro
Garden Club of Princeton
Garden Club of Trenton
Greenview Ecology Fund
Anne and William Gates
Jon K. and Evalyn B. Gelhaus
James G. and Kathleen Gilbert 
Tom Gilbert and  

Erin O’Donnell-Gilbert 
Pete Gitlitz 
Stephen A. and  

Virginia S. Goldman 
Holly Gonzales
Roe W. Goodman
Gorrie Family Foundation
Adam S. Grace and Lisanne L. 

Renner
The Grafton Family 

Philanthropic Fund at Jewish 
National Fund

Barbara Geenhalgh-Weidman 
Michael Gross 
Henry R. and  

Doris J. Gutsmuth 
Haas Family Fund
Haddonfield Memorial High 

School

Thomas B. and  
Constance S. Halliwell 

Oliver Hamill and Kate Webb
William H. and Leita Hamill
Roger and Friederike C. Harris 
John D. Hatch and David 

Henderson
Nell and Daniel Haughton
Peter Haugk Charitable Fund 
Diana Haywood
Robert C. and  

Sarah B. Hemsen 
Herbalist & Alchemist, Inc.
The Hershkowitz-Staples 

Charitable Fund 
Elisabeth and James Hicks
New Agency Partners
Kenneth Hirsch
Megan Hnath-Brown
The Home Depot Foundation
Mark Huddell and Kerry L. 

Miller
Joseph L. Hulseman and 

Frances T. Spann
Jim Imbriaco and Arleen 

Buchanan
Robert H. and Maryann D. 

Isham 
Robert and Florence Jennes
Steven R. Johnson and  

Ellen F. Locker
Sarah Jones
Randy and Sunday Jones
Gayatri Joshi
Gail Kauffman
Kenneth N. Kavulia
Joseph Kazimierczyk
The Hon. Thomas Kean
Thomas and Elizabeth Kelsey 

Fund
Marjorie Kienle
Charles J. Klein 
Rex A. Parker and Carol M. Kleis
Ann W. Klemme
George and Bernadette Koenig
Elizabeth P. Kohn
Lawrence Koplik and  

Sarah Roberts 
Sybil B. Kramer 
Kuchinski Family Giving Fund
Alan and Donna L. Kunze
William Kurtz 

Steven E. Lane
Susan W. and Donald E. Lauffer
Pierra Le Gorrec
Martha Learner
Leigh A. and Cody L. Letsinger
Andrew and Anya Littauer
Carolyn Lloyd-Turbett
The Losam Fund 
Lupatkin Timins Fund 
Susan L. Lupow 
Marty and Lisa MacCollum 
Ronald Manning 
Joseph J. and Claudette A. 

Maraziti
Martens Bash Foundation
Matthew Martin
Michael Mathews
Joanne Maxwell
Ellen G. McConnell 
Sharlynn McGonigal and  

Robert B. Spille
McKay Family FFCG of the  

Fund for Charitable Giving
Jack B. and Linda McMackin 
Mark McNulty
Merck Company Foundation 
Margaret Middaugh
Alison Mitchell and Chris Keep 
Liza and Charles S. Morehouse
Jeff and Barbara Morgan
Wilhelmina B. Moyer-Ross 

Foundation Fund of the 
Delaware Community 
Foundation

Rob Myre
Suzanne Nash
Navicore Solutions
Susan A. Newberry
John T. and Marie Newell
Isabelle A. Nieves
Mary Jo Nutt
Jayne O’Connor
Outdoor Club of South Jersey
Outdoor Equity Alliance
Cynthia L. Paladino 
Joanne Pannone
Margaret H. Parker 
Arny Patel
Patsalos-Fox Foundation
Edmund W. Peters 
Bette Petrell

Stephen Petross
Joy R. Petzinger 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 

Employee Matching Gifts 
Program

Shelden O. Pisani
David Piscitelli
Elyse Pivnick
Adam S. Potkay
Thomas Potterfield
Gregory Puchalski
Todd and Carol Pulley
Andrea Rabitz
Carole Rains
Rake & Hoe Garden Club, Inc., 

of Westfield, NJ 
R. David Reynolds
Gary Zockoll and  

Karen Richards 
Keith and Anita Richmond 
Ritter Family Fund
Rowe Family Fund
Rumson Garden Club
John L. Ryan
Carl D. and Jill L. Sammarco
Stephanie Sawhney
Richard Schatzman and  

Debra Pawa

Douglas M. Schleifer and 
Maureen M. Smyth 

Robert and Elizabeth Schmid 
Lynn Sichel
Gus and Kathleen Slotman
Mary E. Smith 
Judith Snow
Drs. Alan and Arlene Spotnitz
Josey Stamm
Austin C. and Ann Starkey 
Martha Steinberg
Anne Stephano
Janice A. Summers 
Swiftwater Foundation
Alexandra Tatnall
Leigh Walker and  

Alice S. Tempel
Allan Terres
Charles K. Thompson
Kathi and John A. Thonet 
Louise Tompkins 
Pamela Torres
Barbara H. Trought
Daniel and Janet Van Abs 
Jeffrey D. Vernam
Priscilla Wade
Elizabeth Walsh

im and Alicia Waltman
The James M Walton Jr Family
Patsy Wang-Iverson
Joan and Gary Warner
Donna Weiss
Barry Weshnak
Daniel B. Wilkinson and 

Katherine M. Dixon 
Van Z. and Myra Williams
Susan Wilson
William Wilson
Wrobel Family Gifting Fund
Beth Yingling 
Lawrence J. Zambrowski

$100-$249
3M Community Giving Match
AbbVie
Maryam Abd Al-Quddus
Tariq Abd Al-Quddus
Iman Abd Al-Quddus
Jefferey L. and Sara J. Abrams
Thelma K. Achenbach 
Ronald E. Adams 
ADP Foundation

Great horned owl by Bill Lynch
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Alice Jackson
Salvatore Angemi
Mary Allan
Barbara Fusco
George C. and Ann Hackl
William W. and Joyce H. Allen
Frank and Janet D. Allocca 
Joseph Burgiel
Mark and Gail H. Andrews
Alcides T. and Janet Z. Andril
John H. Anlian, Esq.
Anonymous 
Steven A. Armbruster 
Kevin J. Avery
Edward W. and Lillian M. 

Babson 
Deborah W. Bailey 
Patricia A. Balko
James Bark and Denise 

Erickson
Nancy F. Barrett 
Marjorie A. Barrett 
Robert L. Barrett 
Rocquel Barretto
Kerry Barringer and  

Rosetta D. Arrigo
Jacquelyn Barth 
Norman Basch
Constance Bauder
Bayer Healthcare 

Pharmaceuticals
Jules A. and Carol W. Bellisio
Jack R. Benintende
Roberta G. Bennett
Fredric B. and Sheree S. 

Bennett
Greg Bennett
Alfred Bentley
Alice F. Berman
Susan A. Bernstein
Thomas Besselman
Peter A. and Helena Bienstock
Robert J. Billera
Thomas and Joanne Bintinger 
Veronica L. Bishop 
Lara Blackman
Alan and Susan Blanchette
Raymond M. and  

Patricia I. Blinn 
Martin M. and  

Anne M. Bloomenthal 

Robert Blumberg
BNY Mellon Community 

Partnership
Joan and Alan Bocchino
David Bohnenberger
Janet E. Bone 
Mary Anne Borge and Jeff 

Worthington
Robert and Amanda Boulton 
Charles K. Bowman, Jr.
Marlene J. Boyd 
Larry and Janet Boyd Fund
Faith Brancato
James E. and  

Beth B. Branigan 
Robert S. and  

Valerie E. Brewster 
Octavia Brown
Pat Brundage
Joseph and Terese Buchanan
John R. Bulger
Michael J. Burns 
Lois A. Burns
Deborah C. Butler
Ann E. Campbell
Lawrence Caniglia

Milton Cannan 
Christine Cannon
Phil and Carol G. Carlson
Evelyn Carter
Gladys A. Case
Arlene Ceterski
Clement Chang 
Robert Chernow
Michele Christina
John Church
Thomas Cichalski
Cigna Foundation
Joseph Cimiluca
CD and Tracey Clarke
Larry J. and Mary Coffey 
Diane M. Coffman
Patricia Coleman
Blake Cook and William Fitts
Mary Beth Cooney
Corbin Family Fund of the 

Community Foundation of 
New Jersey 

Don Crawford
David B. Cronheim
Carrie Croton

Crum & Forster Insurance
Julie and Anthony Cucchi
Thomas P. Cuff
Shirley Culman
Nancy Cunningham
James L. and Susan C. Currie
Francis Curry
Bruce Daniels
Joseph E. Dante and Suzanne 

J. Wilder
Joel L. Deitz and Barbara A. 

Berko 
Delaware Nature Society
Pamela DeLosSantos
Rhiannon Denz
Dave and Jeanne DePodwin
Jeffrey Derwin
Alexandra Desipris
Richard and Susan DeVore
Scott Dieman
Conrad and Janet Dilks
Daniel DiLollo
Gina DiMaio
Gerrit Dispersyn
Nelson W. and Carolyn Dittmar 

Richard and Jill S. Dodds
John Donahue
Kathryn K. Dorsey
Elisabeth Dugger
Willard Dye, III
Van P. and Lynda M. Eckes 
Christopher and Deirdre Ely
Charles G. and Eleanor E. Engel
Jane Engel and George 

Eckelmann
David Epler
Fahey Charitable Giving Fund 
Jeffrey Faigle
Diane S. Falk
Rita S. Fand 
Lawrence R. and Phyllis Fast
David and Phyllis Feinblum
Steven Fenster 
Joseph S. Filo and Anne Dyjak
Daniel and Margery Fiori
Roger E. Flahive and 

Eileen A. Mallor 
Roberta Fleischman
Brooke Foley
Malcolm S. and Sabina Forbes

DONORS

AS YOU LOOK AT THE NATURAL WORLD  
IN ALL ITS VARIABILITY, CONNECTEDNESS, 
AND DIVERSITY, IT’S JUST ONE MIRACLE 
AFTER ANOTHER.”

– SCOTT & HELLA MCVAY

NJ Conservation honored Scott and Hella McVay at the annual gala on May 
16th, 2024 at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton Township, Mercer County. 
The McVays, who reside in Princeton, were chosen for their inspiring 
leadership in conservation, environmental stewardship, and the connection 
between art and nature.
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STAFF 
Alison Mitchell, Executive Director
Erica Arles, Land & Stewardship Program Coordinator
Alix Bacon, Project Manager, Sustainable Agriculture
Mark Barrick, Information Technology /  

Office Manager
Tim Brill, Regional Manager Central Jersey
Rebekah Buczynski, Project Manager, North Jersey Stewardship
Elise Cavicchi, Land Protection Coordinator
Anthony Cucchi, Director of Programs
Beth Davisson, Highlands & Black River Acquisition Specialist
Emile DeVito, Ph.D, Manager of Science & Stewardship
Richard Dodds, Regional Manager, Black River Greenway, Highlands, 

& Wickecheoke Greenway
Jessica Fasano, Communications Manager
Geo Fellema, MPA, Development Manager
Jane Gardner, Policy & Development Assistant
Jane Halsted, CPA, Accounting Manager
Amy Hansen, Policy Manager
Maria Hauser, Director Human Resources /  

Board Liaison
Jalisa Hernandez, Urban Parks Coordinator
Bo Humphrey, Director of Development & Major Gifts
Steven Jack, Land Steward, South Jersey
Robyn Jeney, Regional Manager, South Jersey
Russell Juelg, Senior Land Steward
Annie Licata, Staff Writer 
Bill Lynch, M.S., Director of Engagement & Communications
Lisa MacCollum, Sourlands/Hopewell Valley Acquisition Specialist
Melanie Mason, Land Steward
Timothy Morris, Director of Stewardship 
Tanya Nolte, Conservation Information & GIS Manager
Rudisha Okezie, Regional Manager, Camden Area
Allison Pieffer, Stewardship Coordinator
Martin Rapp, Project Coordinator, North Jersey Stewardship
Karen Richards, CPA, Director of Finance & Administration
Heidi Roldan, Corporate & Foundation Relations Manager
Bill Scullion, Land Steward, South Jersey
John S. Watson Jr., Senior Fellow for Conservation Justice

Bettie Frank-Shrensel
John J. Franzini
Sheldon Freidenreich
Charles Fresolone
Friends of the Rancocas
Catherine Fulmer-Hogan
Paul Funk
Russell Furnari 
Deborah and Russell Galen
Judith Gardner
Mark Gardner
Gerald Garfinkle 
Audrey Gates
Judy Gauntt
Alexandra W. Gerry 
Bull and Karen Gervasi
Keara Giannotti
James Gillick and Margaret Wong
Richard A. and Elisabeth Ginman
Marian G. Glenn
Lillian Gola
William Goodman and  

Rebecca J. Goldburg
Joel and Carole Goldstein 
Charles C. and Mary M. Goodfellow
John F. Gorski
Richard Gouldey
Dennis Gray and Lena Jonsson
David N. Rubin and Melanie E. Gray
Daniel and Ruth K. Green 
Edgar L. and Diane Griffith
Louise Gross
Ann Guarino
Elyse K. Halloran
Judith Glassgold and Meg Harmsen
Eric Hausmann 
Alan M. Hershey
Carolyn Heuser
Lee W. Himmelmann
Doug and Janice C. Hiple
Lorraine Hoak
Doug Hockenbury
Hollace A. Hoffman
Robert A. and Tracy J. Hofstrom 
Robert F. and Diane Holtaway 
Robert K. Hornby
Rebecca Hoskins
Howard Huff
Bo Humphrey
Sara Ike

Robert H. and Lora A. Ingling
John Zen Jackson
Anne Jacobson
Brian T. Jaeger 
Christopher R. Jage
Daniel L. Jassby 
Andrea and Dennis Kahn 
David F. Kaiser
Seth D. Kantor
Andrew E. Kasper, Jr.
Sarah Katzenbach
Michael Kaufman
Charles R. Kaul
Michael F. Keady
Elizabeth A. Keat
Nick Keller
Linda C. Kelly
Haidy Kerber
Gemma Keremedjiev
Gerald D. Kerns and  

Susan Eckler-Kerns
John Kerr
Matthew W. Kester 
R. Scott King
Emily Kingsbury
Richard and Christine Kitto
Kenneth Klacik
Mark C. Kneece 
Michael M. Knox and  

Barbara J. Bristow
Susan Koval
Gary and Heide Krakauer 
James Richart and Deirdre Kramer
Deborah Kratzer
Daniel J. Kroon
Andraya Kulinyi Simpson and  

Rhyne Simpson
Lawrence LaFevre
Ben Langbein
Jerome A. Langer
Theresa Joy Lanuto 
David Larsen
Laurie Larson
Marlene K. Larson 
Cindy Lawlor
David Laycock and Susan Godoy
Elvera Leader
Andrew Leary
Mary Leck
Thomas Lederer 

Marie Leithauser 
Drs. Will and Mary Leland 
Clark and Ginger Lennon 
Brian Lestini
John B. and Barbara T. Lewis 
Mary C. Lewis
Alexander Lieberman
Linda and Warren Linke
Mark S. Lerner and  

Carol B. Lipman 
William M. Little
Cate and James M. Litvack 
Samuel A. and  

Judith G. Livingston 
George G. Logeman
Robert A and Naomi Lonergan
Rosina Lozano
James M. Lukenda and Maura C. 

Lockhart and Family
John M. and Virginia M. Lynch
Jack and Mary E. MacConnell
Peter Macholdt and  

Kathy Fedorko 
Kenneth L. MacRitchie 
Richard L. Magovern
Andrew and Gemma Major Giving
Alexandra A. Manning 
Laura Marchetti
Thomas J. and  

Joanne M. Marino
Valerie Marks
Nada Martini
Steven E. Martino and  

Karen P. Fox-Martino
Emma McArdle
Joseph McBride
Judy McCabe
James McCallister
The Sarah and Jackie McCarron 

Memorial Fund
Robert C. and Sarah W. McClanahan 
William McConnell
Elizabeth G. McCutcheon 
Stephen J. McGeady
James and Karen L. McGregor 
Logan McKinnon
Jane McRory
Douglas A. Meckel and  

Susan Michniewski
Daryl E. Mecklem and  

Kathleen A. Howard
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Hellstern Family Fund
Lynn B. Mellor
Irene Mendelson 
John I. Merritt, III
Cynthia Merwin 
Deborah R. Meyer
Mickleton Friends Meeting, Inc
Danya Miller
Bruce L. Miller
Joan Millsaps
Denise and Andrew Milot 
Dr. Donald Mitrane
Richard and  

Lorraine C. Mnich 
Cynthia Montes
Carleton Montgomery
Alan D. & Charlotte B. Moors 

Giving Fund 
James E. Morgan
Karen Moriarty
Leanne Morical
Timothy J. Morris
Edward J. Morrison
Pam and Gary Mount
Jeremy Muniz
Barbara Murtaugh
Dominic Mustillo
Walter Nahadil, Jr.
Walter Nerlick, Jr.
Beth and Ray Nichols
Eve Niedergang
William and Judy Ninke 
FTI Consulting Team
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 

Corporation
Ruth F. Nunez 
Michael O’Connell
John F. O’Grady
Joseph O’Hara
Thomas Ogren and  

Karen Taylor-Ogren
Michael and Helen G. Oien
Alfred Olivi
John and Sara Olsen
Patricia Orlatti
Peter T. and Kelly Ostberg
Gordon J. Ostrum
Kim and Loraine Otis
Jamie Padulese
Thomas J. Paine

Lori Pantaleo
Allan Papp
Paramount
Colleen Parker
Heather Partis
Mark Patterson
Douglas and Mary Ann Pease
Eric J. Pedersen
Mark Pensiero
Diane Perkin
Friends of Liberty State Park
Edward Pikus
Carolyn Polisano
Sandra J. Polk
Marc and Kelly Popp
Jill Porter
Evelyn Prather
Joseph L. Prati 
Frances L. Preston 
Roger T. Prichard and  

Astrid M. Caruso 
Hilary Prouty 
Alexandra Radbil
Paula Raimondo
Joann and Arlindo S. Ramos 
Carol Raposo
Martin J. Rapp
Albert Rauch
Gerda E. Reimer
Michael Rice and Carol Ryan
Cidnie J. Richards
Barbara Richards
Janet Robbins and  

Gary Woodward 
Benjamin P. Rochat
Lublin-Rojer Family 
Harriet L. Rola
Anne-Marie Romano
Rebecca Rome
James L. and  

Judith M. Rosenthal 
Barbara T. Ross 
Rothaug Family Charitable 

Fund
Shayne Russell
Amy Ryan
Daniel and Susan Ryan
Carl Safina
Stacey Salamon
Jackie Salwa

Antonie and Solomon Samuels
Andrew and Wendy Sanford
Louis and Nadine Sapirman
Laraine Sauer
Bruce and Christine C. Savage 
Brian Schmult and  

Barbara Goun
Gary Schneider
Betsy J. Schnorr 
Eric P. Schrading and  

Linda Margolies Schrading
Samuel Schwartz
Glenn W. Schweizer
Kerri Scriven
John A. and Josephine Scully
Keith A. and Linda Seager
Karisa Senavitis
John Sharkey
Stephen A. Sharp
Charles F. Shaw, III
David Sheats
Rozalyn Sherman
Lorraine Shiarappa
Kelly Shipp
James A. and  

Eileen S. Shissias 
Catherine and Andrew 

Sidamon-Eristoff
Donald R. and Lynn L. Siebert 
John J. Simonelli
Gary N. and Shary M. Skoloff
John Skrypak
Leslie G. Smith 
Wayne and Antonia Smith
Susan M. Smith
Allan D. and Gail L. Smith 
David Snope
Karen Snow
Nancy K. Socha
James M. and Aimee L. Sousa 
Constance Spiegle 
Carol Spillane-Mueller
Phyllis Spinelli
Roger Spingarn
Sharon Squicciarino
Fran and Marie St. John
Scott D. Stanford 
Edward C. Stavenick
Vera C. Stek 
Robert E. Stewart 

Lois K. Stewart 
Theodore and Janice Stieve
Carl F. and Sally L. Stillwell
Gail Stock
Janet Stoothoff
Eric and Grete Straube 
Tanya Sulikowski
Robert and Deborah Sussna
Clay C. Sutton and  

Patricia Taylor Sutton
Russell and Lois B. Swanson
William C Sweeney Family 

Fund 
Daniel D. Sweeney
Mark Szutarski 
Jonathan R. Tarlin
TataBob Charitable Foundation
Chris and Maureen Tauber
David Taylor
Christopher J. Teasdale
Pam Thier and  

Deborah Saunderson 
Roger Thorpe and  

Clair Ransom
Joan M. Thuebel 
Jeffrey and Becky Tober
Michael Tori
Juli Towell

Lan-Jen Tsai
Eric and Geraldine Turnquist
Tom Unger
Union County Vocational 

Technical School
Louise Usechak
Barbara and John Vadnais
Shaun C. Van Doren
Laurence R. and  

Margaret Van Meter
Joka Vandenberg and Jim 

Phillips Fund 
John R. and Arianna Vig 
John Violette
Al and Jacqueline M. Vnencak
Jon von Briesen
Joseph and Carolyn M. von 

Meister
William H. and Andrea B. 

Wallace 
Joan F. Walsh 
William S. and Nancy Walter
William C. Ward, Jr.
Esther M. Warner
Alexandra Warren
Gregory A. Washburn
Ronald F. and Linda L. Wass
Elizabeth Watson

Susan A. Watts
Fred Weber
Dr. and Mrs. David Weinstein
Dieter Weissenrieder
Corinne Welsh
Caron Wendell
Eric H. Westerwick
William M. Whitman
Gloria Wilczynski
Nancy Williams
Craig Williams
Charles P. Williams 
Michael S. Wills and  

Agnes M. Toccket 
Glenn A. and Dawn W. 

Witherspoon
Wilfred Wong and Tama 

Matsuoka Wong
Elsa W. Wood
Constance D. Wood
Susan E. Wydick
Leah Yasenchak
Dorothy Zajac
Zebulun Foundation
Geraldine Zelenick
Arlene Zielinski

Common nighthawk at the Franklin Parker Preserve by Isobel DeVito

DONORS
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$50-$99
Julie O. and Frederick B. Akers
George N. Ambrosia
Anonymous
Loutfi Arabatlian
Andrew S. and Caroline 

Armstrong
Ethel W. Ashenfelter and  

Jill Scott
Wilhelm D. Auer
Bonnie Barhyte
Stephanie Barreto-Lastra
Basking Ridge Garden Club 
Thomas F. Beatini and Dina D. 

Scacchetti
Judith Bebout and John Ringel
Susan K. Bennett 
William J. Benson
June Bente 
Robert G. and Nancy Benz 
Fred and Patricia Berghahn 
Jorge H. and Mary A. Berkowitz
Gregory G. Bernet
Daniel A. and  

Sheldia L. Bernstein 
Alina Betancourt
Chantal Bilodeau
Carol Bishop
Elizabeth F. Blair
Richard M. Blake, Jr.
Frank A. Bodnar
Robert and Terry Bond
JoAnn Bowman 
Wesley Boyce and Lisa Stevens
Jeanne M. Boyle
Leonard S. Brokaw
David Brook
Jean Buist Earle 
Robert and Carol L. Butera 
Elise Butkiewicz
Monica Cahill
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Calder 

Fund 
William Callahan
Teresa Callahan
David Camiolo
Claire Campbell
Walter R. and Anita S. 

Campbell
Ruth A. Campo

Elizabeth G. Carpenter
Nicole Ceballos
Minty Chien
V. James Cinquina, Jr. and 

Judith Cinquina
Robert A. and Debra Clark
Wendy W. Clarke
Diane Close 
Susan J. Closson
Marianne Coffey
Cohen Family Fund
Robert D. Conley
Glendora and Charles Coombe
Mariann Cope
Richard Costabile and  

Randall Wilcox
Robert D. and  

Barbara R. Costello 
Gregory W. Cowper
Edward P. Coxey 
Barry and Ruth Cranmer
Sandra Cristofori
Charles W. Croom 
Jeanne M. D’Angelo
Nicholas J. Dazzo
Peter De Rose, Jr.
Stephanie Dehnhard
James and Michele DePietro
Lynne and Eric Derwid
Michael and Mary P. DeVito 
John and Joan I. Dighton
Mary M. Ditzler
Paul Doherty
Andrew V. Dorko
Thomas and Donna Drewes
Dino and Victoria Eftychiou
John Eory
Erdman Family Foundation
Robert and Rita Erickson 
Caolyn Fahey
Michael J. Falcone
Lawrence Fallon 
Philip and Cleo Federico
Geo E. Fellema
Charles D. Fermier, Jr.
Steve Fiedler
June and Edward Filipski
William G. and Kristine Fischer
Marilyn S. Fishman
Randolph Floyd

William D. Foelsch
Robert E. Fredrick
Rebecca French-Mesch
Thomas and Joyce Fritz 
Tom Ganley
Dave and Moira GaNun
Emily Ginder
Anthony S. and  

Beverly Ann J. Glockler
Joyce Grant
Barbara Greif
Irene Greulich
William Gross 
Joseph N. and  

Maryanne M. Guterl
Jerry and Marian Haag
Carl H. and Carol S. Haag 
Dennis F. and Nancy E. Hahon
David H. Hall
MacKenzie Hall
Spencer Hammond
Lonnie B. and Bette Hanauer
Toby and Margaret Hanna
Hansen Giving Fund
John & Lori Happ
Noreen P. Harten 
Frank Hess
Philip Heyman
Frank R. Klapinski and  

Kristina E. Hicks
Christine M. Hill
Ann Hoffenberg
Robert and Kim Hood
Margaret T. Horan 
John P. Hughes
Rosanna Hunt
Hugh M. Hyde, Jr.
Interstate Hiking Club 
Michael Jacob
Mark Jay
Barbara A. Jensen
Andrew W. Johnson
Calvin N. and Christa S. Jones
Bill and Molly Jones
Barbara Justis 
Robert and Caroline Kanner 
Kevin and Melanie Kavanaugh
John Keenan
Anna Kelleher and Dan Bodner

Jason D. and  
Karen D. Kelleher 

Richard Kennedy
Richard E. Kent
Sara Ferguson
Jaap J. and Regina Ketting
Ellen Kirwin
Adam Knight
Timothy and Bethelena Knotts
Lingard Knutson
Susan Kogan
Ann Kolumban
Elaine Korzeniowski
Theresa Krahenbuhl
Ruth Kram 
Carolyn J. Krickus
Rudolph F. and Ruth M. Lalak
Judith Lamb
Melissa Lambert
John Langan, Jr.
Ingeborg Langer 
John A. and  

Catherine T. Langley
Rocky L. and Janet N. Larson
Rick Lear
Annie Licata

Russel C. and Tatyana Like 
Katie Little
Diane Louie
Karen MacNaul
Ali Maher
Carol Maloney
Susan L. Marple
Timothy M. and Katharine 

Martin
Raymond A. Martinetti 
Maria Mastrobuono
Janet Mawson
Patrice J. McCoy 
Peter R. McCrohan
B. Alan McDermott
Ellen McGowan
James G. McIntosh and Mary 

Jean Gurzenda
Nicole McIntyre
Susan Mead
Lawrence Melamed
Bruce and Mary Beth Michael 
Craig Miller
James Miller
Sophie Miller
John and Donna Moffett

James F. Morris
Marilyn G. Morsheuser
Kenneth Musgrove
Andrew B. Myers
Marlene P. Newman
Gretchen M. Oberfranc
James M. Osborn
Shoshana Osofsky
Antoinette Outwater
Emmett M. Partain, III
Judith Passmore
Ellen and Alan Pearl  

Charitable Fund 
Paula Pennisi
Frances Perlman
Mary A. Peterson 
James and Linda Pierro 
Kathryn R. Pierro
PK Environmental
Gerald J. and Susan Post 
William Postman 
Natalie Powell
Debra Price 
James A. Quinn
Edward P. Bromley, III and 

Dawn M. Reitz-Bromley

Ruby-crowned kinglet by Bill Lynch
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Richard and Marianne Riabko
Susan Richart
Joe Richter
Jens Riedel
Paul Riley 
Robert and Carol Ritter
Leslie Roche
Dr. Mark Roessler
James H. and Debra A. Rokosny
Patricia Rolston 
Steven W. Ross
Patrice M. Rossettie
Francisco Ruso
Brian and Frances Sanchez
Elizabeth Sands 
Barbara B. Sayres 
James R. Schiffer
Eric Schnorr
David A. Schoenberg
Michael D. Selender
Cherri Sherman
Robert and Cynthia Shull 
Stanley Shur and Elizabeth J. 

Rosenthal
Stephanie S. Siegfried
Sharon Sjostrom
Susan Snider
Wallace M. and Sarah Snow

Joanne Solecki
Sony Music
Chris Spano
Jane Spindel
Judith Stabile 
Logan Stafford
Michael Steinbach
John Stevens
Joseph P. and Jane M. Stoddart
Kathryn Stoppiello
Alan Stultz
J. Frederick Swan
Edward J. and Kathy Tenthoff 
Janet Terchek 
Thermo Fisher Scientific
Regina Thompson
Thomas Thompson
Bonnie Tillery and Joe Leist
Jeanne C. Toal 
Patrick Tobin
James Tomczyk
Lisa Toolen
John Tozzi
Pete and Leigh Ann Train 

Charitable Fund
William E. and Cynthia M. 

Treene
Elie Porter Trubert

Arthur Tuchfeld 
Annette and William H. Tyler 
Cheryl T. Uhlig
John Van Schoick
Walter A. Veit 
Verisk Analytics Matching  

Gifts Program
Edward V. Vienckowski
Allan and Edith Vogt
Anna M. and Benedikt 

Voordeckers
Rae Wade
Robert and Linda Walden
Charles W. and Maureen C. 

Walker
Thomas C. Wallace
Anne E. Wallwork 
Richard and Audrey Warwinsky
Janet Webekind 
Wechsler Charitable Fund
Andrea Weinsheimer
Rosanne M. Weiss 
Samuel T. Wells and Nancy 

Goodman
Susan H. Whitman
Harry and Diana Wind
Anthony S. and Brynhild 

Wiseman

Johanna Wissinger
Anne Wolf
Thomas and Elizabeth Wroth 
Marian G. Young
George and Kimiko Yuzawa 

Legacy Fund
Paul Zuck

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 
FOR 10+ YEARS  
(UP TO $49)
Michael and Alison Baker 
Stephen D. and  

Maria A. Beguin 
Francis V.  

and Eleanor B. Budney 
John F. Cantilli 
Robert E. and Mary F. Cooley 
Richard Feldman 
Eliot and  

Carolyn W. Folickman 
Michael F. Gallaway 
Elizabeth Gensel 
Wayne Kenney 
Constantine and  

Debra A. Kiamos 
Philip and Charlotte Lo Buono 
Mary Elizabeth Parkhurst 
Dave E. and Kate J. Pritchard 
Joseph P. and  

Shirley A. Rennon 
Ronald V. and Lisa D. Smith 
Janet R. Sneed 
Warren Sobelsohn 
Town & Country Garden Club 
Matthew L. and Lisa Visco 
Daniel T. Wall 

DONORS IN-KIND
Gary Grossmick Jr.
Madison Grossmick
Metropolitan Seafood & 

Gourmet
Odd Bird Brewing
ShopRite of Hunterdon County

GALA GIFTS in Honor of 
Scott and Hella McVay
1919 Investment Counsel, LLC
George N. and Grania Allport 
Liping An
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk 

Management Services, LLC
Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind
Chris and Kelly Atwell 
Alix Bacon 
Christopher Barr and  

Patricia Shanley 
Randy Baum
Roberta G. Bennett
Luke M. Beshar Charity Fund
Barbara Blumenthal
Bohren and Bohren Associates, 

Inc.
Kathleen and Ted Bourke
Tim and Wendy Brill
Brownfields Redevelopment 

Solutions, Inc.
Jennifer Bryson
Michele S. Byers 
Roger Byrom and  

Wendy Rasmussen 
Finn and Emily Caspersen 
Theodore and Victory Chase 
John Church
Jack R. Cimprich and  

Ronnie E. Cimprich, VMD 
Elliot Cohen
Mara Connolly and Pete Taft
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of 

New Jersey
Nelson Obus and Eve Coulson 
Julie and Anthony Cucchi
Desiree and Anthony Cuitino
Christopher J. and Beatrice 

Daggett
Bruce Daniels
Michael Dawson and  

Robert P. Tomaselli
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Giblin, 

and Cole
Richard and Rosina B. Dixon 
Katherine V. Dresdner, Esq.
DVP Construction Group
William Fay
Brad and Jacqueline Fay

Clem and Joanna S. Fiori 
Sarah and Douglas Fleming
Fox Foundation 
Catherine Fulmer-Hogan
Theresa Galaro
Elizabeth Garcia-Dominguez
Jane Gardner
Tom Gilbert and  

Erin O’Donnell-Gilbert 
Glenmede
Goldman Sachs & Company
Robert C. Greenwood
Bradley M. Campbell  

and Katherine Hackl 
Samuel M. Hamill
Amy Hansen and  

Mark Canright 
Robert H. and Stephanie Harris
John D. Hatch and David 

Henderson
Nell and Daniel Haughton
Gates H. and Mary Ellen Hawn 
Catherine and Richard W. 

Herbst
Herold Law, P.A.
HI-C3
Jane and Tom Higgins 
New Agency Partners
Howard Hirsch 
Kenneth Hirsch
James W. and  

Connie O. Hughes 
Catherine Hughes
Bo Humphrey
Donnetta Johnson
Drs. Neill & Julia Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Matching 

Gifts Program 
Randy and Sunday Jones
Calvin N. and Christa S. Jones
Martin D. Judd 
R. Scott King
Kenneth H. and Lee Klipstein
Purba and Anupurba Lahiri
Samuel W. and Karen Lambert
Rush D. Holt and Margaret 

Lancefield
Jan Larsson
Pierra Le Gorrec
Joseph and Jennifer Lemond 
Jim Lyons and Jennifer PalmieriScarlet tanager by Bill Lynch

DONORS
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2024 INTERN 
Since spring 2024, superstar intern Sari Pehnke has spent hundreds 
of hours working with our stewardship team to maintain preserves 
across the state. She’s assisted with countless projects – including 
searching for invasive pond mussels at Wickecheoke Creek Preserve, 
and removing litter during a stream cleanup at Rainbow Hill at 
Sourland Mountain Preserve (as seen in the photo!). Her great 
attitude and tireless efforts have had a positive impact on every one 
of these projects! 
The internship was funded by The Garden Club of Morristown. Sari 
was recently honored with the President’s Volunteer Service Award 
administered by the global nonprofit, Points of Light! 
Thanks, Sari, for all you do! 

Wendy Mager and Eric Monberg 
Michael Mathews
William McConnell
Mark McNulty
Hella and Scott McVay 
Cynthia McVay
The Merrill G. & Emita Hastings 

Foundation 
The Hon. Joseph H. Metelski 
Angus Miller
Miranda Fund of the Community 

Foundation of New Jersey 
Carleton Montgomery
Meredith Moore and Steve Rabbe 
Liza and Charles S. Morehouse
Richard Moseley and Joanne Gusweiler
Withum
John T. and Marie Newell
Jayne O’Connor
Robbyn O’Neill
Nelson Obus and Eve Coulson 
Peter Olsen
Dr. Oye and Judy Olukotun
Outdoor Equity Alliance
Joanne Pannone
Bette Petrell
Julia Pettit
Teri C. Piancone
Shelden O. Pisani
Princeton Global Asset Management
PSEG 
Joann and Arlindo S. Ramos 
Joan Rechnitz
Archibald and Karen Reid
The Risor Foundation
Laurance S. Rockefeller, Jr. 
Rebecca Rome
Rosemont Foundation
Carl Safina
Jackie Salwa
Dana and Steven Saporta
Gary Schneider
Leslie and Thomas Schorr
Jeffrey Shafer 
Catherine and  

Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff
Silent Maid 1924
Scott Sillars and Margaret Griffin
Judith Snow
JM Sorge, Inc.

John Sowsian
Sharon Squicciarino
Stark & Stark
Austin C. and Ann Starkey 
Hunt and Margaret Stockwell 
Stoutsburg Sourland African American 

Museum
William Stusnick
Taft Communications
Alexandra Tatnall
Meredith Taylor
Leigh Walker and Alice S. Tempel
Pamela Torres
Elizabeth Walsh
Jim and Alicia Waltman
John and Debra Watson
James and Barbara Webb 
Well Manager, LLC
Barry Weshnak
Charles F. and Carole A. West
Clifford C. and  

Louise C. Wilson 
Susan Wilson
William Wilson
Hannah L. Wilson
Barbara B. Wolfe
Leah Yasenchak

ESTATES
The Edward F. Babbott 1993  

Charitable Remainder Unitrust U/A
Estate of Harold H. Healy, Jr.
Mary D. Herberich Family Trust
Estate of Jane B. Knight

IN MEMORY OF
Roland & Anita Barhyte
 	 Bonnie Barhyte	
Grosvenor Blair 
	 Elizabeth F. Blair 	
Richardson Buist 
	 Jean Buist Earle 
Antonia Burgos Reyes
	 Athena Toledo	
Heidi Cambata
	 Jessie Apple
George C. Denzer
	 Bonnie Tillery and Joe Leist

Caren Franzini
	 John J. Franzini
Julia French	
	 Lillian Gola	
Eileen Gallagher
	 Jeffrey and Becky Tober
Frank Gardner 
	 Mark Gardner	
Frederick P. Gualfetti
	 Loutfi Arabatlian	
	 Mariann Cope	
	 Jeanne M. D’Angelo
	 Stacey Salamon	
Pamela Hirsch 
	 Jan Larsson	
William “Doc” Holladay
	 Michelle & Doris Bertolino
	 Donna Sexton	
	 Andrew Wright	
Bernard Japy	
	 Kerri Scriven	
	 Cherri Sherman	
	 Susan Snider	
Lawrence W. Johnson
	 Fran & Marie St. John
Douglas W. Kath
	 Albert Rauch	
Larry Keller 
	 Merrick G. and Linny 

   Andlinger
Richard Ketchel and Pete Evert on their 

birthday, May 11th	
		  Sara Ferguson	
Richard J. Kohler
	 Karen E. Kohler Charitable   

   Foundation
Mark A. LaMarra
	 Barbara Murtaugh	
Charles Leck	
	 Mary Leck	
William Lee
	 Concetta Celli	
	 Kathryn Stoppiello	
Mary Moore 
	 William A. Timpson and  

   Chana R. Fitton	
Lisa Pollak 
	 Edward Pikus	
Ingrid Reed 	
	 Alison Mitchell and Chris Keep 
Yousef Samman
	 Briana Samman	
Art Spingarn, and Joyce & Harry 

Spingarn
	    Roger Spingarn	
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Ellen Lucht Timko
	 FTI Consulting Team
	 Anne Kelleher and Dan Bodner
	 Navicore Solutions		
	 Pete and Leigh Ann Train  

   Charitable Fund	
Jim “Rockets” Vellucci	
	 Louis Vellucci	
Robert J. Wolfe 
	 Susan W. and  

   Donald E. Lauffer	
	 The Bob and Barbara Wolfe 

   Charitable Fund

IN HONOR OF
Richard Bowers
	 Alissa Bowers	
Deborah Brevoort
	 Chantal Bilodeau	
Tom Brown Jr.
	 Sharon Sjostrom	
Michele Byers 	
	 David L. Hansen and Ruth Charnes 
	 Michael Dawson and Robert Tomaselli	
	 Michael F. Gallaway 
Paul Caparotta	
	 Francisco Ruso	
Dr. Emile DeVito	
	 Marlene J. Boyd 
	 Michael and Marilyn R. Dee	
	 Suydam Corkery Family Charitable Fund	
	 Robert and Linda Walden	
Beryl L. Doyle
	 Lois K. Stewart 
Clem Fiori 
	 Daniel and Margery Fiori	

My brother Bill Flemer IV
	 Louise Gross	
Carol Fosburg
	 Kevin Tomkins	
Foxy
	 Michael S. Wills and Agnes M. Toccket 
Louise Gross
	 Frances Perlman	
Janet Hammond
	 Spencer Hammond	
Jack Kahrs
	 The Keith and Patricia Robinson Fund	
	 Theodore and Janice Stieve	
Katie & Emily’s 6th Birthday
	 Katie Krulfeifer	
Cynthia Kellogg
	 Evelyn Prather	
Bill Little
	 Katie Little	
Don and Loretta Marshall
	 Jamie Padulese	
Barbara S. McKee
	 Judith Glassgold	
Tanya Nolte
	 LaVerne Anderson	
Stanton Ohlrogge
	 Matilda Fayer
	 Marissa Savitskie	
Anne Marie Orlusky
	 Chris Spano	
Cynthia Paladino 	
	 Theresa Krahenbuhl	
The Pike Family
	 Andrew Kozakowski	
Betsy Schnorr and her 80th Birthday 
	 Andrea Rabitz	
	 Eric Schnorr	
	 Antonie and Solomon Samuels	

Stanton
	 Emily Peterson	
James Vine
	 Catherine Vine	
Lori Volpe
	 Christine Cannon	
Jay Watson
	 Friends of Liberty State Park	
	 James and Barbara Webb 
Barbara Webb 	
	 Sarah Jones	
Lauren Wougk
	 Jeremy Muniz	
Anne Wright Wilson
	 Marjorie Kienle	
Kuan Yin
	 Ronald Manning 
Clients of Ronald Berlin Architect, PC
Colleen Goggins
Evans Anderson and Annie Dunham
Baxter Construction
Ben Bair and Evelyn Gilbert-Bair
John and Megan Jackson
David and Bertha Fubini
Andrew Magenau and Kristen Schroeder
Susan Craig Scott
Susan Jefferies
	 Ronald Berlin 

DON’T SEE YOUR NAME? LET US KNOW!
Those who donated in 2025 will be included in next year’s annual report, so stay tuned!
Share your thoughts and questions with Bo Humprey, Director of Development & Major Gifts, 
at bo.humprey@njconservation.org.

Tree swallows  by Richard Lewis

DONORS
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The Red Oak Society was founded in 2011 to recognize those who The Red Oak Society was founded in 2011 to recognize those who 
donate to New Jersey Conservation Foundation through planned giving. donate to New Jersey Conservation Foundation through planned giving. 
We thank the conservation-minded members who are preserving  We thank the conservation-minded members who are preserving  
New Jersey’s natural resources and lands for future generations.New Jersey’s natural resources and lands for future generations.
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Fredrick A. Allis*
Anonymous
Evelyn Arcuni*
Laura Ascari*
Carl L. Austin, Sr.*
Edward F. Babbott*
Ira H. Beckman*
Christina and James 

Besanceney
Rowland S. Bevans*
Louis C. Bodenheimer*
Andrea M. Bonette
Louise Bossert*
JoAnn Bowman
Edgar J. Bracco*
Rose M. Bracco*
Zella Brady*
Elizabeth Brainard Reed*
Jennifer Bryson
C. Austin Buck*
Ann H. Bumsted*
Michele S. Byers
Sylvia S. Campbell*
Ogden B. Carter, Jr.*
Nancy Castleman*
Catherine A. M. Cavanaugh*

Dr. Theodore Chase and  
Mrs. Victory Chase

Sophia Chroscinski*
Tillie Chwat*
Jack R. Cimprich and  

Ronnie E. Cimprich, VMD
Erica and JP Colace
Francis and Elizabeth Coles*
Beryl Robichaud Collins*
Jean K Colvin*
John Connolly*
Warren P. Cooper*
Charles R. Cooper, Jr.*
Mary Lou Curran*
William D. Dana*
Rev. Julia S. Dawson
Margie DeAngelo
Lillie R. DeBevoise*
William D. deCamp*
Hugo and  

Margaret deNeufville*
Dr. Rosina B. and  

Richard Dixon
Joseph Dlugach*
Nelson C. Doland, Jr.*
Cyril dos Passos*
Ann O. Edison*

Theodore M. Edison*
Frank Eggert*
Richard W. Elberson*
Joanne Elliott*
Antonio Elmaleh*
Charles G. and Eleanor E. 

Engel
Nicholas and  

Eleanor English*
Walter Brooks and  

Dorothy Stewart Evert*
Sarah P. Fiske*
John J. Fitzpatrick*
Elizabeth Ernst Fosbinder*
Maxine Friedman
Barbara Galli*
Elizabeth K. Gardner*
Margaret Gardner*
Joan C. Gilson
Ruth Gleason*
Alfred R. Gnam*
Elsie B. Grove*
Stephen C. Gruber
Eleanor Gural*
Carl H. and Carol S. Haag
Thomas B. and Archer Harvey

Nora E.J. Hayes*
Elizabeth D. Healy*
Harold H. Healy, Jr.*
Mary D. Herberich*
John S. Hirschoff*
Roberta F. Holden*
Caroline P. Huber*
Donald and Beverley Jones*
Elizabeth S. Jordan*
John and Susan Karlin*
Evangeline MacKay H. 

Keasbey*
Larry and Barbara Keller*
Robert W. Kent*
Augustus Knight*
Jane B. Knight*
Michael and Donna Lacey
Samuel W. Lambert, III
Frances E. Land*
Eleanor R. Lawrence*
Vera Lazar
Valerie Ann Leeds and  

Kevin Knotts
Robert A. and Carla Lee Lewis
Larrabee C. Lillie*
Kenneth W. Lloyd*

Donald MacGuigan*
Kenneth L. MacRitchie
Wendy Mager and Eric 

Monberg
Ellen G. McConnell
Robert McLean*
Hon. Joseph H. Metelski
Kristina Miller
Winifred C. Millikin*
Gordon A. Millspaugh, Jr.*
Christopher E. Moore
David F. Moore
Mary W.T. Moore*
Dorothy Moran Werner*
Edward Mullen*
Kurt Munkacsi and  

Nancy Jeffries
Janet and Daniel E. Murnick
Sigrid S. Nagle*
The Hon. Maureen Ogden*
Elizabeth C. Ohly*
Caryl Leong and Donna Paino
Franklin E. Parker*
Harry F. Peters, Jr.*
Robert Pierson*
Virginia Pierson

Kathryn A. Porter
Elizabeth H. Potter*
James A. Quinn
Beverly D. Railsback*
Joann and Arlindo S. Ramos
Barbara Ray*
Elizabeth B. Reed*
L. Keith and Lisa Reed
Allen Reese and Joseph M. 

Hengel
Janice Reid
Timothy C. Riegert
William N. Rogers
Greg Romano
Robert C. Ross
David Rutherford*
Anna L. Salvato*
Walter and Patricia Savage*
Susan A. Schmidt*
Betsy J. Schnorr
Raymond Schulley*
Diane P. Schwarz*
Joan S. and  

deLacy H. Seabrook*
Betsy B. Shirley*
Katherine Smith*

E. Esty and Helen Stowell*
Mark Thomas
Ted and Penny Thomas
Althea Thornton*
Michael Dawson and  

Robert Tomaselli
Mayor Paul H. Tomasko
Benjamin W. Tucker, Jr.*
Alphonse Tvaryanas, Jr.*
Mary Upmeyer*
Artemis Vardakis*
Nan Hunter Walnut*
Ruth Creighton Webster*
Catherine Welsh*
Dorothy Moran Werner*
Clarissa S. Willemsen*
Muriel Williams*
Virginia T. Williams*
Louise C. and  

Clifford C. Wilson
Eleanor Wisner Gural*
William T. Wyman
Esther Yanai*
Robert L. Zion*

*denotes deceased members

MEMBERS OF THE RED OAK SOCIETY

LEAVE A LEGACY  
for Future Generations

To become a member of the Red Oak Society, please let us know that you  
wish to support New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s mission by: 
n  Giving through your will or charitable trust 
n  Giving through IRAs, qualified retirement plans, insurance or donor advised funds 
n  Gifts of cash, securities and real estate
To discuss how your planned gift will help ensure the permanence of preservation, please contact Bo 
Humphrey, Director of Development and Major Gifts, at 908-234-1225 or bo.humphrey@njconservation.
org. While it is not necessary to advise us in advance that you have included New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation in your estate planning, we encourage you to let us know of your plans so that we may thank 
you and learn more about your interests.
If you wish to add us in your will or estate plan, please use the following listing:  
New Jersey Conservation Foundation | 170 Longview Road, Far Hills, NJ 07931  
Our tax ID number is 22-6065456.
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GAINING GROUND Burlington County
PIERCE 
10 Acres, Southhampton Township
This donated parcel buffers Burrs Mill Brook, a tributary of Rancocas Creek. Primarily wetlands and 
forest, it is contiguous to over 442 acres of NJ Conservation preserved land and close to our 1,272-
acre Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Preserve. The land is located in an ecologically critical area in 
the heart of the Pine Barrens, and is habitat for a diversity of migrating birds.

Camden County
CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL TRANSFORMATION 
0.09 Acres, City of Camden 
The Center for Environmental Transformation (CFET) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
environmental transformation in the neighborhoods of Camden. NJ Conservation partnered with 
CFET to fund the acquisition of the urban garden they manage in the City’s Waterfront South 
neighborhood. We assisted CFET in protecting the garden’s central lot, which was slated for 
development, ensuring this important space remains intact for generations to come. The garden 
provides food for the community, fosters community engagement, and serves as a place where local 
youth can gain work experience.

Cumberland County
FRANCESCHINI
24 Acres, City of Vineland
The preservation of this property is significant given that it is among a small number of preserved 
active farms in the area. It is located close to NJ Conservation’s Menantico Creek Preserve, also in 
Vineland. We assisted the State in acquiring an agricultural easement on the farm, which authorizes 
the State, in partnership with the landowner, to ensure the long-term protection of the property.

Prendes by Elise CavicchiPrendes by Elise Cavicchi



While great care is taken to present the most up to date 
information, NJ Conservation Foundation does not assume 
responsibility for spatial accuracy or timeliness of underlying 
data. This map is not a survey and should be used for planning 
purposes only. NJ Conservation Foundation expressly disclaims any 
and all responsibility for errors, omission or other inconsistencies 
depicted, arising from otherwise related to this map product. 

Gloucester County
FRANKLIN INDIAN BRANCH PRESERVE
142 Acres, Franklin Township
This forested property was permanently 
protected from development thanks to a joint 
effort led by South Jersey Land and Water Trust 
(SJLWT). The preservation project not only 
prevents the deforestation of this ecologically 
important land, but also preserves quality 
wildlife habitat and clean drinking water. SJLWT 
and NJ Conservation purchased the property 
using grant funding from the New Jersey 
Green Acres Program. Other partners included 
Franklin Township, the State’s Office of Natural 
Resource Restoration, Natural Lands, and the 
landowners — the families of Louis Schipani 
and William Hallissey, who donated a significant 
portion of the land value. SJLWT owns and 
manages the property, which is open to the 
public for passive recreation and activities 
related to environmental education.

NJ Conservation Foundation  
Owned & Managed Properties 

Preserved Land  
(Open Space & Farmland) 

NJ Conservation New Holdings

Preserved in Partnership

Urban Action

15 PROJECTS
881 ACRES PRESERVED
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Hunterdon County 
CULBERTSON
177 Acres, Bethlehem Township
NJ Conservation partnered with Hunterdon Land 
Trust in preserving this forested property located 
in the William Penn Foundation’s Delaware River 
Watershed Initiative focus area. Acquisition of 
this parcel is a part of a larger preservation effort 
in the Musconetcong River watershed aimed at 
improving water quality. The property is adjacent 
to a portion of NJ Audubon’s Deerpath Sanctuary, 
and is located close to other preserved land. Other 
partners included the New Jersey Green Acres 
Program, Hunterdon County, Bethlehem Township, 
and the William Penn Foundation. 

PRENDES 
39 Acres, Raritan Township 
The preservation of this forested property 
protects critical wildlife habitat and expands NJ 
Conservation’s network of preserved lands along 
the Wickecheoke Creek and its tributaries. The 
property provides important breeding habitat for 
nesting birds including veery, Northern parula, 
and wood thrush. NJ Water Supply Authority has 
supported preservation of lands in this watershed 
as part of its Water Supply Protection Plan with 
the goal of protecting the D&R Canal water supply, 
and provided funding towards ancillary costs for 
this project. Additional funding partners included 
the New Jersey Green Acres Program and the 
Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Fund.

TELLERI
6 Acres, Readington Township
Through our partnership with Raritan Headwaters 
Association, NJ Conservation assisted Readington 
Township in preserving this land along the 
Rockaway Creek, a tributary of the Lamington 
River, as public open space. The property links 
existing preserved lands to the east and west 
owned by Readington Township.

Mercer County
LANWIN 5 & PRESERVATION LANDS 
90 Acres, Municipality of Princeton
NJ Conservation joined a public-private partnership 
to preserve the largest remaining undeveloped 
tract in the Princeton community. This historic 
acquisition ensures the preservation of vital 
ecological resources, including old-growth forests, 
wetlands, and habitats for endangered species. 
Partners included the Municipality of Princeton, 
Friends of Princeton Open Space, Ridgeview 
Conservancy, The Watershed Institute, Mercer 
County and the New Jersey Green Acres Program.  

Ocean County
BRADLEY
0.3 acres, Lacey Township
The donation of these small, undeveloped parcels 
expands NJ Conservation’s nearly 4,000‐acre 
Candace McKee Ashmun Preserve at Forked River 
Mountain. The area includes a mix of pine and 
oak upland forests, pitch pine lowlands, and cedar 
swamps. 

Salem County
VERECHIA
71 Acres, Pilesgrove Township 
NJ Conservation assisted the State in acquiring 
an agricultural easement on this 71-acre farm, 
ensuring its preservation. The entire property is 
located within the headwaters area of Oldman’s 
Creek and the Salem River Watershed, and includes 
habitat for rare species. 

GAINING GROUND

Prendes by Elise Cavicchi

26 New Jersey Conservation Foundation



Somerset County
DILLON
51 Acres, Bedminster Township
NJ Conservation’s longtime partnership with  
the Township facilitated the donation of an 
agricultural easement on this property, called 
Hoopstick Farm, which will make sure the property 
is protected from development. The farm, 
which has prime soil, was identified as critical 
for preservation in the Township’s Farmland 
Preservation Plan. As the original host of the 
Essex Horse Trials, the farm welcomed American 
and international horse and rider teams. The 
preservation of this property protects critical 
agricultural and natural resources, as well as 
Bedminster’s equestrian history.

SMITH
42 Acres, Borough of Peapack & Gladstone
This family farm along the North Branch, a 
tributary of the Raritan River, was a priority 
for preservation in the Borough’s Farmland 
Preservation Plan. The North Branch is home to a 
variety of wildlife including birds and diverse fish 
populations. Partners included NJ Conservation 
Foundation, the State Agriculture Development 
Committee, the Borough of Peapack & Gladstone, 
and Somerset County. 

Sussex County

CULVER BROOK PRESERVE
96 Acres, Frankford Township
NJ Conservation partnered with Greater Culver 
Lake Watershed Conservation Foundation and 
Conservation Advising Services to acquire the 
former Culver Lake Golf Course, expanding on our 
decades-long preservation work in the Highlands 
region. The new Preserve will not only safeguard 
the natural resources and beauty of the region, 
but also offer valuable green space for the public 
to enjoy. Funding for the purchase of the property 
was provided by NJ Conservation, the Greater 
Culver Lake Watershed Conservation Foundation, 
the Open Space Institute’s Delaware River 
Watershed Protection Fund, the New Jersey Green 
Acres Program, the Sussex County Open Space 
Fund, and Frankford Township.

Warren County
BUCKHORN CREEK WMA ADDITION
133 Acres, White Township
NJ Conservation, with help from The Nature 
Conservancy, assisted the New Jersey Green Acres 
Program in preserving this large and important 
linkage to the State’s Buckhorn Creek Wildlife 
Management Area. The site, which includes forests 
and farm fields, will permanently protect habitat 
for many wildlife species, including some of New 
Jersey’s state-listed endangered species such as 
bobcat, veery, and wood thrush. In fact, the site is 
part of The Nature Conservancy’s “Bobcat Alley,” 
a vision for preserving and connecting thousands 
of acres of critical bobcat habitat in Warren and 
Sussex counties. 

LAND PRESERVATION/ 
URBAN
Bedminster Township
Bethlehem Township
Burlington County
City of Camden 
Camden County
Camden County Municipal 
Utilities Authority
Cumberland County 
City of Elizabeth
Frankford Township
Franklin Township
Gloucester County
Hunterdon County
Lacey Township
Mercer County
NJ Water Supply Authority
NJDEP Green Acres 
Program
NJDEP Office of Natural 
Resource Restoration
NJDEP Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative
Ocean County
Peapack-Gladstone
Pilesgrove Township
Princeton

Raritan Township
Readington Township
Salem County 
Somerset County
Southampton Township
State Agriculture 
Development Committee 
Sussex County
City of Trenton
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
Vineland City
Warren County
White Township

STEWARDSHIP
NJDEP Green Acres 
Program 
NJ Department of Human 
Services Division of 
Disability Services
USFWS Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife
NJ Corporate Wetlands 
Restoration Partnership
Lower Delaware Wild and 
Scenic
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

2024 PUBLIC PARTNERS

Culver Brook Preserve 
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Urban Action

NJ Conservation continues to pursue 
a number of exciting initiatives in New 
Jersey’s cities. From planting trees to bird 
walks and free fishing days, we led multiple 
programs that foster community and 
enhance urban neighborhoods in 2024! 

Trees for Trenton is a unique partnership, 
convened to cool down Trenton’s  
streets and parks with tree plantings.  
Our partners – including Outdoor Equity 
Alliance, New Jersey Tree Foundation, Isles, 
The Watershed Institute, Cadwalader Park 
Alliance, and the City of Trenton – planted 
220 shade trees in 2024. Considerable 
community engagement work was 
conducted by our “Tree Ambassadors” 
to gain public support for the planting 
projects. This work includes watering, 
monitoring and stewardship of this 
newly planted green infrastructure that 
will benefit many future generations of 
residents and visitors to the City. 

NJ Conservation has partnered with city, 
county, and state government officials, 
under the umbrella of the Trenton Green 
Team and the Circuit Trail’s Mercer 
County Action Team, to advocate for the 
completion of Trenton area’s multi-use trail 
network and develop the “Trenton Walks!” 
initiative. Since June of 2024, there have 
been 48 group hikes with 497 participants 
of all backgrounds covering 1,152 person-
miles. Our work has been a catalyst in 
building community, developing health 
and fitness themes, and advancing critical 
projects like the East Coast Greenway, 

Delaware River Heritage Trail, and Johnson 
Trolley Trail. 

We had another successful year in cut 
flower production and programs at Capital 
City Farm in Trenton. In 2024, furthered 
engagement in urban agriculture by  
hiring a local resident and Outdoor Equity 
Alliance staff person to manage growing, 
harvesting, and distribution of fresh cut 
flowers into the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 
and to kitchen tables around the City.

Alongside our partners, NJ Conservation 
successfully secured a State appropriation 
of $5 million for the construction of Capital 
Park located behind the New Jersey State 
House. We continued advocating for 
the Park’s development to link the City’s 
historic and cultural assets, and reconnect 
it to the river. 

In Camden, we worked with the New 
Jersey Green Acres Program and Camden 
County to plan for the future of the 
former Sadler’s Marine Services site at the 
confluence of the Delaware and Cooper 
Rivers. We committed NJ Conservation 
staff and private funding to help with 
clearing, remediating and developing 
this exceptional parcel for public use and 
enjoyment.

Additionally, in partnership with TD 
Bank and the Arbor Day Foundation, NJ 
Conservation coordinated and facilitated 
the planting of 45 shade trees in Camden’s 
Gateway Park. We also led multiple 
programs to engage the community around 
free fishing days and other local events.

GAINING GROUND

Planting trees in Trenton

Trenton Walks program by Tim Brill
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POLICY UPDATES
NATURE FOR ALL:  
A 2050 VISION FOR NEW JERSEY 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has taken 
stock of the past 60 years of investments in 
preserving open space, farmland, and urban 
parks in the Garden State and assessed the 
results. The Nature for All report, launched by NJ 
Conservation in 2024, sets forth a fresh vision for 
land conservation over the next few decades with 
two important recommendations that will be a 
primary focus of our policy agenda going forward.
First, New Jersey must preserve 50% of the most 
critical remaining lands by 2050, or roughly 
500,000 acres, focusing on ecological, water, and 
agricultural values. These available lands currently 
provide valuable ecosystem services. They filter 
and store drinking water, control and mitigate 
flooding, supply local foods, sequester carbon, 
provide wildlife habitat, and protect air quality. 
If developed, their essential ecological functions 
and services will cease, leading to an overall 
erosion of environmental quality.
Second, the state must establish a comprehensive 
Green and Healthy Cities Initiative aimed 
at greening the state’s under-resourced 
communities and rectifying decades of 
environmental injustice. The state has a long, 
distressing history of locating undesirable 
and polluting industries and facilities in low-
income communities and communities of 
color. Antiquated, outdated water and sewer 
infrastructure facilities, built 200 years ago for 
smaller populations, are failing today’s residents.

Historically, many of New Jersey’s 
urban communities were located 
along key rivers and waterways and 
today are increasingly vulnerable 
to flooding due to climate change. 
They also suffer from the “heat island 
effect,” and temperatures continue 
to rise, further threatening public 
health. Our future must ensure clean 
water, a healthy environment, and 
access to nature, parks, trails, and 
gardens for every community.
New Jersey must continue to lead 
the nation in land preservation, 
environmental protection and 
sustainability, and environmental 
justice to ensure a better future for all 
residents. The time for action is now!

Michael Huber Prairier Warbler Preserve by Richard Lewis
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WHARTON FOREST MAPPED TO  
PROTECT BIODIVERSITY 
In November 2024, after a lengthy public process, 
the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection created an official map, which 
establishes where visitors are allowed to drive 
motorized vehicles within this enormous 
preserve, and where the forest is too sensitive to 
allow for motorized access. 
New Jersey State Parks and Forests personnel 
have been doing an excellent job erecting signs, 
guardrails, and barriers to clearly direct motorists 
to use appropriate roadways while also avoiding 
critical wildlife habitat, wetlands, and other 
unique features of the Pine Barrens. 
Unfortunately, too many individuals are ignoring 
the rules, driving unauthorized vehicles around 
barriers and past signs, destroying critical 
fragile habitats with no regard for the natural 
environment. The success of the “Wharton Map” 
in protecting natural resources will ultimately 
depend on the level of active enforcement by 
State Park Police and other members of the 
law enforcement community, including the 
courts. We are calling on the governor and the 
attorney general to recognize the importance of 
curtailing off-road vehicle destruction as essential 
in protecting the Pine Barrens ecosystem 
by directing all necessary law enforcement 
authorities to invest significant time, energy, and 
resources in protecting our natural world. 
In Wharton State Forest, endangered female 
pine snakes are experiencing the dangers of 
unregulated, illegal trespassing and riding. 
Recently, an individual riding a motorbike 
accessed an area unlawfully and disturbed a 
female pine snake digging her nest only 20 feet 
away. Nearby, another female was in her freshly-
dug nest hole located a few feet away from an 
old, abandoned sand road being illegally used by 
four-wheeled quad drivers. 

Every day, rare plant sites and fragile wetlands 
are destroyed by those engaged in the illegal 
recreational activity of “mudding,” and almost 
nothing is done to stop the perpetrators.
Without a serious enforcement program being 
implemented, including writing citations or 
issuing fines, the problem will continue.

A COURT WIN FOR NEW JERSEY AND BEYOND!
In New Jersey Conservation Foundation, et al. 
versus the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), a federal appeals court overturned FERC’s 
approval of the Regional Energy Access Expansion 
(REAE) gas pipeline project. This expansion of 
fossil fuel capacity into New Jersey was found 
to be unnecessary and failed to meet legal 
standards and environmental protections. New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation brought this 
case with our partners because of the continued 
threat posed to important lands – including 
preserved lands – by the proliferation of gas 
pipeline infrastructure. Projects like this stand in 
the way of moving to a clean energy future, and 
as with the now defeated PennEast pipeline, are 
built to supply unneeded, excess gas financed on 
the backs of ratepayers. We have seen fossil fuel 
infrastructure that harms important natural lands 
and waterways with no resulting public benefit 
approved by FERC time and time again. Although 
this project was built while we litigated, the 
decision sets critical precedent for future projects 
and comes after years of fighting to get the courts 
to recognize FERC’s failure to fully comply with 
the Natural Gas Act.

PRESERVING A FOREST BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE
The battle to preserve the largest remaining 
privately owned forested parcel of land in the 
Watchung Mountain region is a stark reminder 
that New Jerseyans need to continue to speak 

up for open space throughout the state. Both 
Essex County and the township of West Orange 
recommended the preservation of this 120-acre 
forest located on the Watchung Mountain’s 
Second Ridge in master plans and open space 
plans. Their vision was to preserve the land to 
help create a system of interconnected greenways 
throughout the region. Although the magnificent 
forest was targeted for preservation, the site 
is currently the proposed location for a nearly 
500-unit housing development. While a previous 
proposal to construct housing on this site had 
been rejected as unsuitable, now West Orange 
and the developer are using the state’s affordable 
housing requirements to justify the construction 
of the massive housing development. After a local 
organization, We Care NJ, identified a series of 
errors in both the developer’s permit applications 
and the approval of wetland and flood hazard 
permits for the project, NJ Conservation joined 
a lawsuit seeking to require the NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection to require a new, 
correct permit application.

POLICY UPDATES

Off-road vehicle damage 
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FINANCIAL POSITION

Assets Dec. 31, 2024 (1) Dec. 31, 2023 (1)

Cash and Cash Equivalents  4,259,898  4,308,148 

Investments  19,705,043  17,907,566 

Unconditional Promises to Give, net   817,327  

Beneficial Interest in Split Interest Agree-
ments

 98,852  125,852 

Grant receivable  61,500 

Other receivable  521,143  520,188 

Land, Buildings and Easements  41,793,951  42,253,100 

Right of Use Assets  101,151  159,520 

Other Assets  237,349  203,907 

Total Assets  $67,534,714  $65,539,781 

Liabilities and Net Assets
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses  $390,046  $346,449 

Grant Payable  $342,711 

Lease liabilities  102,542  161,458 
 

Total Liabilities  835,299  507,907 

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions  57,999,907  55,543,488 

With Donor Restrictions  8,699,508  9,488,386 

Total Net Assets  66,699,415  65,031,874 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $67,534,714  $65,539,781 

*Unaudited financial information

(1) Extracted from the December 31, 2024 audited financial statements.

To receive a copy of the complete audited financial statements, please send a request to 
info@njconservation.org

Support and Revenue

$7,138,281*

32%  
Foundations

25% 
Individuals

12% 
Government 

Grants

Expenses and Land Purchase

$6,760,900*

43%  
Program  

management

24% 
Program  

grants and  
contributions

9%  
Management 
and general

10% 
Purchase of land

14% 
Fundraising

4%  
Other 

6%  
Special Events

8%  
Investment 
Income

11% 
Planned Gifts
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NEW JERSEY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
Bamboo Brook | 170 Longview Road | Far Hills, NJ 07931

www.njconservation.org

 - DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

EVERYONE LIKES BIRDS. 
WHAT WILD CREATURE IS MORE 
ACCESSIBLE TO OUR EYES AND EARS, 
AS CLOSE TO US AND EVERYONE IN THE 
WORLD, AS UNIVERSAL AS A BIRD?”

Indigo Bunting 
by Bill Lynch


