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SHARED VICTORIES 
Working with a variety of partners, we helped preserve three incredible 
properties in northern New Jersey.   

HIDDEN WORLDS 
The Burghardts have searched Franklin Parker Preserve for mushrooms for 
nearly 15 years, adding important discoveries to the study of the area’s 
fungi and overall ecology.

STRONGER, GREENER URBAN COMMUNITIES 
We are planting trees in Trenton, launching a new conference series, and 
bringing the joy of birding to Jersey City through local partnerships.
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Trustees

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is 

a private, non-profit organization whose 

mission is to preserve land and natural 

resources throughout New Jersey for the 

benefit of all.

We protect strategic lands through acquisition 
and stewardship, promote strong land use policies,  
and forge partnerships to achieve conservation goals.

For membership information, please visit our website at 
www.njconservation.org or call us at 1‐888‐LANDSAVE. 
Our mailing address is 170 Longview Road, Far Hills,  
New Jersey 07931.

A Common Vision for the Future
For 65 years, the mission of New Jersey Conservation Foundation has remained 
steadfast – to preserve land and natural resources throughout the state for the benefit 
of all.  Born from the fight to save the Great Swamp, we’ve faced strong headwinds time 
and again, prevailing against powerful forces to protect the land that makes New Jersey 
special.  In the face of rapid policy changes and great uncertainty at the federal level, 
this work remains more important than ever, and we continue to move forward with 
resolve.

Despite the obstacles of federal funding reductions and promised rollbacks of key 
environmental protections, we remain deeply committed to fostering a love for the 
natural world and expanding green spaces. We have no plans of slowing down – and the 
land preservation, stewardship, advocacy, and community engagement that has been 
our trademark is moving full speed ahead.

At the heart of so much success, especially during challenging times like these, is 
the power of partnerships. Over the years, we’ve learned that unity is essential to 
overcoming adversity. Through strategic partnerships and with your critical support, 
we continue to safeguard wildlife habitats, ensure clean air and water, and protect 
threatened and endangered species.

On page 4, you’ll read compelling stories of nonprofit organizations, individuals, 
and state agencies joining forces to preserve over 300 acres in Frankford, White and 
Mendham townships. The features and natural resources of these properties are 
invaluable and irreplaceable. Together, we’ve ensured their protection for generations  
to come.

And on page 7, you’ll discover the fascinating tale of a 15-year research project at NJ 
Conservation’s fabulous Franklin Parker Preserve, where a curious and often overlooked 
organism – the mighty mushroom – has become the centerpiece of a couples’ research 
efforts. These initiatives embody the spirit of resilience and the enduring power of 
collaboration.

As we look ahead, I am filled with excitement and confidence in what the future holds. 
The strength of our partnerships continues to propel us forward, and together, we will 
face the coming challenges with courage and determination, creating a lasting positive 
impact for all – just as we have for the past 65 years.

Thank you for your continued support of this essential mission. None of this work is 
possible without you! Together, we are creating a shared vision for the future – where 
the natural world is honored, protected, and enjoyed.

With gratitude and anticipation – onward! 

ABOUT THE COVER
New Jersey Conservation’s Land Protection Coordinator, Elise Cavicchi, captured this beautiful 
photograph of the expansion of the Schiff Nature Preserve in Mendham Township. Read more about 
the partnership that made this preserve addition a reality – and see more of Elise’s photography – 
on page 6. 
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Alison Mitchell

Pictured counterclockwise from top:

A pair of bobolinks on preserved grasslands 
near Cowtown Rodeo in Salem County.  
Photo by Blaine Rothauser.

American wigeons cruise one of the many 
coastal ponds along New Jersey’s shoreline.  
Photo by Bill Lynch. 

Tree swallows have a discussion about available 
nesting sites at our Franklin Parker Preserve. 
Photo by Richard Lewis.

An endangered least tern feeds its chick along 
the beaches of Cape May. Photo by Bill Lynch.

Spring is for theBIRDS
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Protecting land with a lot 
of help from our friends
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation works with many partners, including local governments, 
private donors and landowners, and community members, to ensure that future generations 
can enjoy beautiful wild spaces, preserved farmland, and parks. Here are a few of the many 
recent projects where collaboration made all the difference in securing the protection of 
important lands.

Establishing and Rewilding Culver Brook Preserves
The creation of Culver Brook Preserve, led by the Greater 
Culver Lake Watershed Conservation Foundation (GCLWCF),  
is a true testament to the power of teamwork, with several 
organizations working together to protect 268 acres of land in 
Frankford Township, Sussex County.

The preserved land includes two special properties: the 95-
acre former Culver Lake Golf Course, now called Culver Brook 
Preserve, and an additional 173-acre forested area, Culver 
Brook Preserve East. These new preserves protect the local 
watershed, provide much-needed wildlife habitat, and create 
a beautiful public space for activities like hiking and bird-
watching, all while providing an escape from the hustle and 
bustle of our busy world.

A collective commitment to preserving New Jersey’s natural 
beauty made this landmark preservation effort a reality. 
Funding and resources came from the GCLWCF, New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation, the Open Space Institute’s 
Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund, New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Green Acres 
Program, the Sussex County Open Space Fund, and Frankford 
Township.

A particularly exciting aspect of this project is the plan to 
rewild Culver Brook Preserve through a close partnership 
with Sussex County Municipal Utilities Authority-Wallkill 
River Watershed Management Group. Rewilding is all about 
restoring and protecting ecosystems by reintroducing species 
that have been lost or are at risk. The project will transform 
the former golf course by planting native trees and shrubs, 
and creating a more natural landscape, including meadows, 
ponds, and walking trails. Thanks to grant funding from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Delaware Watershed 
Conservation Fund Program, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Office of Natural Resource Restoration, the 
preserve will also feature educational signs and a wildlife 
viewing platform, making it a fantastic destination for visitors 
to connect with the land’s natural beauty.  

Both preserves are part of a larger effort to restore the Culver 
Brook, a tributary of the Paulinskill River, and to enhance 
connectivity between wildlife habitats. In fact, Culver Brook 
Preserve East has earned a special designation as a “core 
area” in the state’s Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey 
(CHANJ) program, a vital initiative to preserve wildlife 
corridors throughout the state.

We’re absolutely thrilled to have 
protected these properties. This is 
a major win for the watershed, and 
it also gives the community more 
space to explore and enjoy the great 
outdoors. We can’t wait to involve 
everyone in the rewilding process.” 

- RICK FERRUGGIA 
  President of GCLWCF

Culver Brook Preserve
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Preserving land in The Nature Conservancy’s 
Bobcat Alley
In another exciting land protection success, New Jersey 
Conservation and The Nature Conservancy worked with the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Green 
Acres Program to protect over 132 acres in White Township, 
immediately adjacent to the state’s 683-acre Buckhorn Creek 
Wildlife Management Area.

The land features large swaths of forests and fields, offers 
incredible views of the Delaware River Valley, and is home to 
critical wetlands. This marks an important milestone in the 
ongoing effort to expand and protect the region’s natural 
landscapes.

This property is particularly interesting as it falls within The 
Nature Conservancy’s “Bobcat Alley,” a key area for wildlife 
movement in the Northwest Highlands that has been 
identified as a top priority by New Jersey Fish and Wildlife for 
its ecological significance. 

The newly preserved state land also plays a key role in the 
Warren Highlands Trail, a collaborative project that showcases 
the best of the Highlands Region and connects hikers to 
many state and county parks and NJ Conservation-owned 
lands in the scenic landscapes of Warren County. The 52-mile 
trail stretches from the Delaware River in the west to the 
Musconetcong River in the east, and is a fantastic example of 
multiple organizations working together to create accessible 
outdoor space. 

This acquisition preserves critical habitat and gives local 
residents and visitors a chance to experience the natural 
beauty of the area. With a 275-foot elevation change to the 

highest point, the views are nothing short of breathtaking. 
The surrounding preserved farmland and public lands add 
to the scenic backdrop, creating an idyllic escape for those 
seeking peace – or adventure – in nature.

Expanding Schiff Nature Preserve
A key tract of 11 acres of forest has been permanently 
protected in Mendham Township, providing critical wildlife 
habitat for several threatened and endangered species 
including wood turtle, barred owl, bobcat, bald eagle, and 
Indiana bat. This newly preserved land, which includes a 
sparkling stream running along a tributary of the Raritan 
River, is an expansion of the 768-acre Schiff Nature Preserve 
and provides the potential for extended natural trails for 
passive recreational opportunities.

Thanks to a partnership between Raritan Headwaters 
Association, New Jersey Conservation Foundation, Morris 
County Open Space Trust Fund, New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection’s Green Acres Program, Schiff 
Natural Lands Trust, and Mendham Township, these 11 acres 
will remain natural and wild. 

These projects are merely a handful of examples of 
great collaborations resulting in the protection of 
land and natural resources – creating spaces where 
people, plants, and animals can all thrive. 
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The Burghardts – Nina, an amateur mycologist (one who studies fungi) 
with a lifelong passion for mushrooms, and her husband, John, a retired 
economist who came to the world of fungi later in life – have spent 
nearly 15 years documenting the secretive, fleeting world of mushrooms 
at Franklin Parker Preserve, a place known for its delicate balance of 
ecosystems.

Nina’s love for mushrooms began long ago. Growing up on the grounds 
of a botanical garden, mushrooms were a part of her childhood, from her 
father’s foraging to the lush biodiverse environment surrounding her. For 
John, the journey into mycology started after he married Nina. Raised with 
a fear of mushrooms, over time he was drawn into the wonder of these 
organisms as an integral part of life on Earth.

Their shared passion for this mysterious world became a gateway into 
the larger realm of conservation. Together, they began surveying fungi at 
Franklin Parker Preserve in 2009, after being introduced to the preserve 
by Dr. Emile DeVito, New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s longtime staff 
ecologist. His invitation was a turning point, and the Burghardts set out to 
learn what these species could tell them about the land.

The work is slow, methodical, and often guided by chance. Fungi are 
notoriously elusive, appearing unpredictably and sometimes only for a 
few hours or days, making their study both challenging and thrilling. Their 
research takes them across the preserve’s 16 square miles to diverse sites 
ranging from bogs with pine and cedar trees to hardwood forests filled 
with red maples and tupelo, with different species of fungi on each tree. 
They track changes in these communities after prescribed burns and 
floods, eager to document the ways in which environmental shifts affect 
the growth of mushrooms.

In this pursuit, the couple has discovered more than they could have ever 
imagined. Their surveys have found fungi never before documented in 
the Pine Barrens, some of which had never been documented anywhere 
else in the world. Their work, which has added new knowledge to the field 
of mycology, highlights the critical importance of fungi to these fragile 
ecosystems, especially in helping trees grow and maintain their health.

THE HIDDEN  
WORLD BENEATH  
OUR FEET:

In the heart of New Jersey’s  
Pine Barrens, a dedicated couple 
is quietly and patiently advancing 
scientific understanding and 
stewardship of an understated  
but essential part of the 
ecosystem – mushrooms!

A Story of Partnership and Land Stewardship

Nina and John Burghardt searching for fungi by Annie Licata
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Their efforts aren’t just about collecting samples and 
documenting new species. The real reward lies in 
understanding the interconnectedness of all life. Fungi 
are not passive organisms; they are active participants 
in the life cycle of forests. Their mycelium, the hidden 
root system, forms symbiotic relationships with trees, 
capturing moisture, breaking down minerals, and 
providing nutrients that are essential for plant growth. 
These relationships are vital to maintaining the health of 
ecosystems like the Pine Barrens.

Nina and John’s work also underscores the importance 
of partnerships in land stewardship. Their efforts rely not 
only on their own observations but also on collaboration 
with conservationists, scientists, and the larger 
community of mycologists. By sharing their findings 
with various groups, including New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation and the New Jersey Mycological Association, 
they are ensuring that their discoveries contribute to a 
broader understanding of the region’s biodiversity.

There are so many facets to stewarding land. Sometimes 
it involves focusing on the smaller, often overlooked 
members of an ecosystem. Nina and John’s partnership, 
built on a shared love of nature and a deep respect for 
the land, has taught them that every living organism 
plays a role in the health of our environment. Their 
research, and the collaboration it has spawned, is a 
reminder that when we care for the land, we are not 
just preserving it for future generations, we are also 
uncovering the hidden wonders that sustain life in ways 
we are only beginning to understand.

As they continue to explore, document, and protect the 
fungi of Franklin Parker Preserve, Nina and John’s work 
demonstrates the power of partnership –  with each 
other, the larger conservation community and with the 
land itself.

STEWARDING TRAILS WITH THE  
OUTDOOR CLUB OF SOUTH JERSEY  
Meet the volunteers doing the dirty work! 
Taking care of preserved land is a permanent 
commitment, and stewardship is essential for ensuring 
natural areas are truly protected for wildlife and people. 
New Jersey Conservation’s stewardship staff are on the 
ground every day engaged in a whole range of activities 
from essential maintenance, to restoration projects 
fostering biodiversity, to trail creation and upkeep. The 
job is far too big for NJ Conservation’s staff team alone, 
and we rely on dedicated volunteers to help bridge 
the gaps. Volunteer groups, like the Outdoor Club of 
South Jersey (OCSJ), play a pivotal role in making the 
experience of hiking, biking, birdwatching and enjoying 
nature better for everyone.

Bill Scullion, a New Jersey Conservation land steward, 
emphasizes the value of groups like OCSJ, noting, “It 
would take weeks for one of us on staff to do what 
a large group from OCSJ does in just a few hours.” In 
addition to getting their hands dirty – quite literally – the 
club also recruits, trains, and manages volunteers.

These invaluable volunteers not only ensure that trails 
are maintained, they also contribute to preserving 
natural ecosystems. Their work helps prevent erosion, 
manage invasive species, and promote the growth of 
native plants.

The Evert Trail Preserve at the outskirts of the Pine 
Barrens is a great example of the contribution OCSJ 
volunteers are making. The trail winds through a swampy 
area where vegetation grows rapidly. Without regular 
maintenance, plants and fallen tree limbs would overtake 
the path, making it inaccessible. Thanks to the tireless 
efforts of OCSJ, the trails remain open and usable, 
allowing people to experience the swamp’s unique 
landscape and wildlife.

Partnerships between New Jersey Conservation and 
volunteer groups like OCSJ help ensure protected 
spaces are cared for and remain available for passive 
recreation, education, and the appreciation of nature for 
generations to come

- NINA BURGHARDT

Fungi is all around us. 
They are often just little, 
fragile things – the 
mushrooms – but we are 
constantly discovering. 
We have found over 
1,000 different species of 
fungi since we started.”
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It’s easy to join New Jersey

Conservation Foundation

online – visit the website at

www.njconservation.org
Become a Supporter Today!

GAINING
GROUND

NJ Conservation Foundation 
Owned & Managed Properties 
(Fee or Easement)

Preserved Land 
(Open Space & Farmland) 

NJ Conservation Owned: 140 acres 
(Fee or Easement)

Preserved in Partnership: 429 acres 

Urban Action

Transfers (185 acres)

12 projects

July 2024  
— 

March 2025

THANK YOU TO ALL  
MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS 
AND PARTNERS FOR  
HELPING TO PRESERVE 
THESE LANDS!

New Jersey Conservation Foundation | 9

New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation and its partners 

permanently preserved 569 

acres from July 2024 through 

March 2025. These lands include 

family farms as well as natural 

areas that safeguard clean 

drinking water, protect wildlife 

habitat, and offer scenic beauty 

and outdoor recreation.

While great care is taken to present the most up to date information, NJ 
Conservation Foundation does not assume responsibility for spatial accuracy or 
timeliness of underlying data. This map is not a survey and should be used for 
planning purposes only. NJ Conservation Foundation expressly disclaims any and 
all responsibility for errors, omissions or other inconsistencies depicted, arising 
from otherwise related to this map product. 
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More Trees! 
One of the more ambitious initiatives 
this year is “Trees for Trenton,” with a 
goal of 1,000 trees planted in the next 
2 years. While this a big undertaking, 
we’re confident that together with 
key partners, we can make it happen! 
This project offers so many benefits 
for people and wildlife, and it’s a step 
toward cleaner air and cooler streets 
in our capital city.

This effort isn’t just about adding 

greenery – it’s about fostering broader 
awareness and knowledge so that 
more people come to appreciate 
and take care of their environment. 
Outdoor Equity Alliance - a Trenton-
based nonprofit - is playing a central 
role through its Ambassador Program, 
where high school and college 
students engage with the community 
to share why tree planting – and 
good stewardship of the trees – is so 
important.

Nature for All  
We’re not stopping there! We recently 
launched the Brown, Black and Green 
Conference along with Stono Public 
Affairs, Outdoor Equity Alliance, 
Isles, and Make the Road New Jersey. 
This gathering convened community 
leaders together near Trenton to talk 
about how green urban investments 
and engagement can respond to 
climate change – including extreme 
heat - and advance environmental 
justice. With future stops planned in 
other cities like Newark and Camden, 
the conference is bringing these 
important conversations directly to 
local leaders and influencers looking 
for solutions that resonate in their 
communities.

For the Birds  
Our work with partners also connects 
people directly with nature. This spring 
we are hosting bird walks around the 
state, including in places like Jersey 
City, Camden, and Trenton. Our third 
annual “Liberty State Park Big Day” – 
where we attempt to identify as many 
species as possible – will take place 
on Saturday, May 17 with the Feminist 
Bird Club of Jersey City, Liberty State 
Park, and Jersey City Birds. These 
programs give participants the chance 
to learn about wildlife, the migration 
of songbirds, and the importance of 
parks and open space. 

Capital Park  
We’re also working on an exciting 
project to reclaim and develop public 
open space at the NJ Statehouse, 
with the ultimate objective of 
reconnecting Trenton to its Delaware 
River waterfront – an initiative that 
can transform the area into a vibrant 
space for recreation and community 
life. Working with NJ Future, the NJ 
League of Conservation Voters, Isles 
and others, we’re reviving this historic 
area to create new opportunities for 
residents and visitors to enjoy.

These projects are improving the 
environment, bringing communities 
together, and supporting sustainable 
development through collaboration 
with organizations, local residents, and 
experts. 

Together,  we’re creating a greener, 
more resilient, and more just future 
for all New Jerseyans.

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is teaming up with 
more local communities, organizations, and residents to 
tackle environmental challenges while building stronger, 
more connected neighborhoods. These partnerships are 
already showing how collaboration can transform our cities!

Building  
Stronger, Greener 
Urban Communities

Building  
Stronger, Greener 
Urban Communities
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JERSEY CITY
Third Annual Liberty State Park  
Big Day of Birding 
SATURDAY, MAY 17 

STOCKTON
Donald & Beverley Jones Memorial Hike 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9

FAR HILLS
Butterflies in the Meadow with the  
North American Butterfly Association 
FRIDAY, JULY 11

Late Summer Butterflies with the  
North American Butterfly Association 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

Wayward Warblers 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Fall Migration Bird Walk 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

Searching for Sparrows 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15

JOIN 
US OUTSIDE !

SIGN UP AT: NJCONSERVATION.ORG/EVENTS 
Check back often for more events!
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Bamboo Brook walk by Bill Lynch

Liberty State Park Big Day 
by Harriet Bailey
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation welcomes new donors  

and expresses our thanks to all who made contributions between 

October 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024. With your support, we 

preserve and protect New Jersey’s lands and natural resources.

 
New Donors 
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2024)

Arbor Day Foundation
Barberry Foundation, Inc.
David Bohnenberger
Phyllis Bookspan
Larry and Janet Boyd Fund
Elise Butkiewicz
William Callahan
Lawrence Caniglia
Patricia Canning
Richard Cavicchi
Alice B. Ciuffo
John Contarino
Jose Delatorre
Richard and Susan DeVore
Karen Edwards
John Eory
Michael J. Falcone
Geo Ernest Fellema
Bettie Frank-Shrensel
Tom Ganley
Debra and Steve Garvey
Holly Gonzales
MacKenzie Hall
Kenneth Hirsch
Sara Ike
John Zen Jackson
Steven R. Johnson and 

Ellen F. Locker
Barbara Justis
Amy Kaban
Constantine and  

Debra A. Kiamos
Jane Kimmel
R. Scott King
Martha Learner
Annie Licata
Margaret Lundrigan
Sara Magenta
Mickleton Friends  

Meeting, Inc
James Miller

Sophie Miller
Lara Nalbandian
Elaine Nigam
Rocky Pan
Patterson Giving Fund
Nikita Poland
William Postman
The Promethean 

Foundation, Inc.
Michael Rice and  

Carol Ryan
Robert and Juliette Bacon 

Foundation
Dr. Mark Roessler
Rowe Family Fund
Lisa and Joseph Scardino
Karen Seehausen
Kelly Shipp
Shawn Templin
James Tomczyk
Lisa Toolen
Priscilla Wade
William S. and  

Nancy Walter
John Waltz
Alexandra Warren
Alexandria Weisberger
Kellie Westervelt
Laura Williams
Zebulun Foundation

$500 and Above 
Donors 
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2024)

George N. and  
Grania Allport

Liping An
Merrick G. and  

Linny Andlinger
Joyce W. and J. S. Andrew
Anonymous Donors
Arbor Day Foundation
Ashby Family Charitable 

Fund

Catherine Bacon
Robert and Juliette Bacon 

Foundation
Barberry Foundation, Inc.
Jefferson T. and  

Laura Barnes
Bassett Foundation
The Howard Bayne Fund
Robert and Pamela Becker
Andrew Bernal
Christina and James 

Besanceney
W. M. and Barbara 

Blumenthal
Andrea M. Bonette
Mary Owen Borden 

Memorial Foundation
John and Rosanne 

Bornholdt
Kathleen and Ted Bourke
Franta J. Broulik
Brownfields 

Redevelopment Solutions, 
Inc.

The Charles E. and Edna T. 
Brundage Foundation

Jennifer Bryson
Bunbury Fund at 

the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Roger Byrom and Wendy 
Rasmussen

Miranda Fund of the 
Community Foundation  
of New Jersey

Campbell-Hackl Family 
Fund

Patricia Canning
Lisa C. Caplan
Frances Carter
Finn and Emily Caspersen
Ann Cavanaugh
Richard Cavicchi
David L. Hansen and Ruth 

Charnes
Dr. Theodore and Victory 

Chase
Chris M. Chickering
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Gary Hinesley and Margery 

Clare
Elliot Cohen

Larry & Judy Cohen 
Foundation, Inc.

Robert J. and Nancy Cole
The Hon. Geoffrey M. 

Connor
Unni Cooper
Tracy Cruise and Scott Daal
CTW Foundation, Inc.
Kenneth R. and  

Marilyn K. Cummings
Paul Dackow Giving Fund
Robert Dannhauser and 

David Jones
Michael Dawson and 

Robert Tomaselli
Linda de Castro
Anne M. DeBevoise
Jane B. DeBevoise
Robert and Katharine 

Denby
Duke Farms
E.J. Grassmann Trust
Suzanne Engel
Clem and Joanna S. Fiori
William A. Timpson and 

Chana R. Fitton
Fox Foundation
Austin T. and Gwen 

Fragomen
Rodney P. and Virginia 

Frelinghuysen
The Frelinghuysen 

Foundation
Jane and Peter Galetto 

Charitable Fund of the 
Community Foundation of 
South Jersey

James G. and Kathleen 
Gilbert

Curtis and Sophie Glovier 
Family Foundation

Veronica Goldberg and Rick 
Nordling

Holly Gonzales
Adam S. Grace and Lisanne 

L. Renner
Gray Connaughton Family
Barbara Geenhalgh-

Weidman
Robert C. Greenwood
Neil Grossman and Nancy 

Wolff

Stephen C. Gruber
Haas Family Fund
Oliver Hamill and  

Kate Webb
William H. and Leita Hamill
Daniel D. and  

Pamela Harding
Roger and Friederike C. 

Harris
Ryan Harster
Emily and John Harvey 

Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community 
Foundation

Gates H. and  
Mary Ellen Hawn

Estate of Harold H. Healy, 
Jr.

Richard and Catherine 
Herbst

Howard Hirsch
James J. Hone and  

Neill Heath
Dawn A. Howell
Notaboat Fund of the 

Community Foundation  
of New Jersey

James W. and  
Connie O. Hughes

Joseph L. Hulseman and 
Frances T. Spann

Hyde and Watson 
Foundation

Peter W. Jewell
Drs. Neill & Julia Johnson
Steven R. Johnson and 

Ellen F. Locker
Johnson & Johnson 

Matching Gifts Program
Sarah Jones
The Kaufelt Family Fund
Joseph Kazimierczyk
The Hon. Thomas Kean
Kelly Family Charitable 

Fund
John L. and  

Karen Kemmerer
Harold Kiel
Christoph M. and  

Flora G. Kimmich
Charles J. Klein
Carol M. and Larry Klevans
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Ernest Christian Klipstein 
Foundation

William T. Knox, IV
Karen E. Kohler Charitable 

Foundation
Dan and Gail Kopp
The Koven Foundation
Steven C. Kunder
Virginia Lamb
Jan Larsson
Martha Learner
Valerie Ann Leeds Donor 

Advised Fund
Joseph and Jennifer 

Lemond
Leigh A. and Cody L. 

Letsinger
Richard and Vivian Lewis
Karen Linder
Carolyn Lloyd-Turbett
The Losam Fund
The Luckow Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Dobson Family Fund 

of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Jim Lyons and  
Jennifer Palmieri

Marty and Lisa MacCollum
The McCance Foundation
The Curtis W. McGraw 

Foundation
Scott and Hella McVay
Kenneth Meyers
Alison Mitchell and  

Chris Keep
Robert B. and 

Veronica F. Mitchell
Kurt Munkacsi and  

Nancy Jeffries
Janet G. and  

Daniel E. Murnick
The Neu Foundation of 

California
Mary Jo Nutt
Robbyn and Joe O’Neill
The Ogden Fund at The 

Summit Foundation
Dr. Oye &  

Judy Olukotun MD
Margaret H. Parker
Patsalos-Fox Foundation
Frank and Trudy Patterson

Patterson Giving Fund
David Rago and Suzanne 

Perrault
Edmund W. Peters
Edward and Carol L. Pfeiffer
Pockets - A Family 

Foundation
Kathryn A. Porter
The Promethean 

Foundation, Inc.
Gregory Puchalski
Charles Rappaport and 

Valerie B. Ackerman
Janice Reid
Timothy C. Riegert
Anthony and Glorianne 

Robbi
The Roll Family Fund
Gregory and  

Carol L. Romano
Ronald Berlin Architect, PC
Rosemont Foundation
Michael E. and Deirdre H. 

Rothpletz
Rowe Family Fund
John and Paula Runnells
John L. Ryan
Briana Samman
Randy and Janet M. 

Santoro
Richard Schatzman and 

Debra Pawa
Douglas M. Schleifer and 

Maureen M. Smyth
Robert and  

Elizabeth Schmid
Nancy Z. Schreyer
Bruce E. and Sara 

Schundler
Silent Maid 1924
Margaret Griffin & 

Scott Sillars Fund of 
the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Ken Misiak and  
Sandra Simpson

Drs. Alan and  
Arlene Spotnitz

State of New Jersey, 
Division of Disability 
Services

Martha Steinberg
Stone Foundation of New 

Jersey

Jacqueline Strigl
Suydam Corkery Family 

Charitable Fund
Sycamore Fund of 

the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

John and Mary M. Tassini
Mayor Paul H. Tomasko
Barbara H. Trought
Union Foundation
UnitedHealth Group
Priscilla Wade
Mary A. Walter
Walton Family Foundation
John and Debra Watson
Barbara and James Webb
Larry Wehr
James and Virginia Welch 

Foundation
Joseph B. and Phoebe 

Wiley
Edith K. and Thomas 

Williams
Van Z. and Myra Williams
William A. and  

Elizabeth W. Wolfe
Wood Family Donor Fund
Wrobel Family Gifting Fund
Michele W. Wu and  

Eric D. Paternoster
Bo Xing and Aili Liu
Beth Yingling

Memorials
(from October 1 - 
December 31, 2024)

Roland and Anita Barhyte 
	 Bonnie Barhyte
Grosvenor Blair 
	 Elizabeth F. Blair
Richardson Buist 
	 Jean Buist Earle
Caren Franzini 
	 John J. Franzini
Julia French 
	 Lillian Gola
Pamela Hirsch 
	 Jan Larsson

Lawrence W. Johnson 
	 Fran and Marie St. John
Richard J. Kohler 
	 Karen E. Kohler
Mark A. LaMarra 
	 Barbara Murtaugh
William Lee 
	 Concetta Celli 
	 Kathryn Stoppiello
Mary Moore 
	 William A. Timpson and 
	 Chana R. Fitton
Lisa Pollak 
	 Edward Pikus
Ingrid Reed 
	 Alison Mitchell and 	
	 Chris Keep
Antonia Burgos Reyes 
	 Athena Toledo
Yousef Samman 
	 Briana Samman
Art Spingarn, and Joyce &  
   Harry Spingarn 
	 Roger Spingarn
Robert Wolfe 
	 Susan W. and  
	 Donald E. Lauffer

Tributes
(from October 1 -  
December 31, 2024)

Michele S. Byers 
	 Michael Dawson and 	
	     Robert Tomaselli 
	 Michael F. Gallaway 
	 David L. Hansen and 	
	 Ruth Charnes
Paul Caparotta 
	 Francisco Ruso
Dr. Emile DeVito 
	 Marlene J. Boyd 
	 Michael and  
           Marilyn R. Dee 
	 Suydam Corkery Family 	
	     Charitable Fund 
	 Robert and Linda 	
	     Walden
Clem Fiori 
	 Daniel and  
	     Margery Fiori
Bill Flemer IV 
	 Louise Gross

Carol Fosburg 
	 Kevin Tomkins
Louise Gross 
	 Frances Perlman
Katie & Emily’s 6th Birthday 
	 Katie Krulfeifer
Bill Little 
	 Katie Little
Don and Loretta Marshall 
	 Jamie Padulese
Tanya Nolte 
	 LaVerne Anderson
Stanton Ohlrogge 
	 Matilda Fayer 
	 Emily Peterson 
	 Marissa Savitskie
Anne Marie Orlusky 
	 Chris Spano
Cynthia Paladino 
	 Theresa Krahenbuhl
The Pike Family 
	 Andrew Kozakowski
Lori Volpe 
	 Christine Cannon
Jay Watson 
	 Sam Pesin 
	 Barbara and  
	    James Webb
Barbara Webb 
	 Sarah Jones
Lauren Wougk 
	 Jeremy Muniz
Anne Wright Wilson 
	 Marjorie Kienle
Kuan Yin 
	 Ronald Manning
Clients of Ronald Berlin 
Architect, PC: 
Colleen Goggins 
Evan Anderson and  
    Annie Dunham 
Baxter Construction 
Ben Blair and  
    Evelyn Gilbert-Bair 
John and Megan Jackson 
David and Bertha Fubini 
Andrew Magenau and    
    Kristin Schroeder 
Susan Craig Scott 
Susan Jefferies 
	 Ronald Berlin

As a private, not‐for‐profit organization, we rely on donations 
from supporters who care about preserving New Jersey’s 
precious land and resources for future generations.
Help keep nature in New Jersey! Join New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation to preserve land and natural resources. 

BECOME A  
SUPPORTER TODAY!
www.njconservation.org

NEW JERSEY
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION!
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ROBYN JENEY, South Jersey Regional Manager, joined 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation in 2024 and is 
responsible for open space protection and farmland 
preservation in the Pine Barrens and Delaware Bayshore 
landscapes. Robyn spent the first 15 years of her career at 
the New Jersey Pinelands Commission, gaining valuable 
experience in both the regulatory and planning spheres 
and developing a deep, lasting affection for pine barrens 
botany and ecology. Most recently, Robyn developed 
her land protection skills with Natural Lands. She has 
undergraduate degrees in Philosophy and Psychology 
from Penn State University and a master’s degree in 
Environmental Studies with a concentration in Resource 
Management from the University of Pennsylvania. In her 
free time, Robyn enjoys hiking and knitting. 

Welcome New Staff

ROBYN JENEY

It’s all about soil!
New Jersey Conservation Foundation, Princeton Day 
School, and Duke Farms recently co-hosted a screening 
of Common Ground, a film highlighting the urgent need 
to shift towards regenerative agriculture to restore soil 
health, combat climate change, and build a sustainable 
future.

With an in-depth panel discussion and audience Q&A, 
the event offered insights into how regenerative 
farming practices can change the landscape locally and 
globally.

Panelists and Co-hosts, pictured above from left to right: Duke Farm’s Deputy Executive 
Director of Science and Conservation, Dr. Hila Shamon; Princeton Day School’s Director 
of Sustainability & Environmental Education, Courtney White; Soil In Formation’s 
Director of Operations, Harriette Brainard; Princeton Hydro’s Senior Wildlife Biologist & 
Ecologist, Michael McGraw; NJ Conservation’s Executive Director, Alison Mitchell

YOU CAN HELP 
protect New Jersey's 
forests, open 
spaces, wildlife and 
communities!  

Sign up for our  
Action Network for 
updates on how you 
can make a difference. 
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Staff
Alison Mitchell, Executive Director
Erica Arles, Land Program & Stewardship  

Program Coordinator
Alix Bacon, Project Manager, Sustainable 

Agriculture
Mark Barrick, Information Technology /  

Office Manager
Tim Brill, Regional Manager Central Jersey
Rebekah Buczynski, Project Manager, North 

Jersey Stewardship
Elise Cavicchi, Land Protection Coordinator
Nicole Ceballos, Development Associate
Anthony Cucchi, Director of Programs
Beth Davisson, Highlands & Black River 

Acquisition Specialist
Emile DeVito, Ph.D, Manager of Science & 

Stewardship
Richard Dodds, Regional Manager, Black 

River Greenway, Highlands, & Wickecheoke 
Greenway

Jessica Fasano, Communications Manager
Geo Fellema, MPA, Development Manager
Jane Gardner, Policy & Development Assistant
Jane Halsted, CPA, Accounting Manager
Amy Hansen, Policy Manager
Maria Hauser, Director Human Resources /  

Board Liaison
Jalisa Hernandez, Urban Parks Coordinator
Bo Humphrey, Director of Development
Steven Jack, Land Steward, South Jersey
Robyn Jeney, Regional Manager, South Jersey
Russell Juelg, Senior Land Steward
Annie Licata, Staff Writer 
Bill Lynch, M.S., Director of Engagement & 

Communications
Lisa MacCollum, Sourlands/Hopewell Valley 

Acquisition Specialist
Melanie Mason, Land Steward
Timothy Morris, Director of Stewardship 
Tanya Nolte, Conservation Information & GIS 

Manager
Rudisha Okezie, Regional Manager, Camden 

Area
Allison Pieffer, Stewardship Coordinator
Martin Rapp, Project Coordinator, North Jersey 

Stewardship
Karen Richards, CPA, Director of Finance & 

Administration
Heidi Roldan, Corporate & Foundation 

Relations Manager
Bill Scullion, Land Steward, South Jersey
John S. Watson Jr., Senior Fellow for 

Conservation Justice

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is an equal 
opportunity employer and we are committed to 

building a diverse workforce and Board of Trustees.

NATURE FOR ALL  
film continues to garner praise
Last year we worked with Sourland Studios and the Native American 
Advancement Corporation (NAAC) to create a film showcasing the 
preservation of the 63-acre Cohanzick Nature Reserve and NJ Conservation’s 
surrounding Burden Hill Forest Preserve.

 It has now been made an official selection of Jackson Wild’s World Wildlife 
Day Film Festival, as well as the nationally touring Wild & Scenic Film 
Showcase.

New Jersey Conservation Foundation, NAAC, the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Green Acres Program, and The Nature 
Conservancy acquired the forested property in 2023, which is the 
 traditional homeland of the Cohanzick Lenape people, who  
have cherished and cared for this land for thousands of years. 

You can view the ten-minute film by scanning the 
QR code or visiting our Youtube page at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImcyQ3nWDBk
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ROOTED ROOTED 
IN THE IN THE 
FUTURE FUTURE 
65 YEARS OF  65 YEARS OF  
CONSERVATIONCONSERVATION

PHOTO: WHARTON STATE FOREST BY CARLY SCHWARTZ

For sponsorship opportunities or general inquiries, kindly 
reach out to Bo Humphrey, Director of Development, 

at Bo.Humphrey@njconservation.org

A FUNDRAISING GALAA FUNDRAISING GALA

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 ,  2025WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 ,  2025
6:00–9:00 P.M.6:00–9:00 P.M.

HAMILTON FARM GOLF CLUBHAMILTON FARM GOLF CLUB
GLADSTONE, NEW JERSEYGLADSTONE, NEW JERSEY

TICKETS ONLINE NOWTICKETS ONLINE NOW

Join Our Email List
We’d like to have your email address 
so we can keep you updated on New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation news, 
program and events.

Please send your email address to 
info@njconservation.org or call 
1-888-LANDSAVE (1-888-526-3728).

NEW JERSEY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
Bamboo Brook | 170 Longview Road | Far Hills, NJ 07931

www.njconservation.org

Non-Profit Org.
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