


The year 2021 was an exciting time of transition and transformation for  
New Jersey Conservation Foundation. 
 
After serving for nearly 40 years at New Jersey Conservation Foundation – more than half as executive 
director – Michele Byers announced her intention to step down at the end of the year. The Board of Trustees 
immediately began the thoughtful process of charting a new course for the future.

Ultimately, the board decided to draw on the organization’s existing strengths, adopting a new leadership 
model with three co-executive directors sharing executive responsibilities. Three senior leaders in the 
organization with decades of experience were chosen: Alison Mitchell, our longtime policy director and 
assistant director; Tom Gilbert, who led our successful campaign to stop the PennEast pipeline and promote a 
transition to clean energy; and Jay Watson, who heads our land protection program following a long career at 
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.

Alison, Tom and Jay worked closely with Michele and the Board of Trustees during the second half of 2021 to 
ensure that the transition would be smooth and seamless.

More than 100 well-wishers from various partner organizations and funders joined us at the end of the year 
in celebrating Michele’s many accomplishments at a festive gathering at Duke Farms. In addition to toasting 
Michele, the event launched the Michele Byers Legacy Fund, which will support land conservation, climate and 
urban initiatives near and dear to Michele’s heart. See page 17 to find out more about the Legacy Fund and see 
photos from the retirement party.

The past year also solidified New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s commitment to expanding our work in 
urban communities, including Camden and Trenton. We are committed to ensuring that our programs and 
projects serve New Jerseyans of all cultures, races and ethnic groups - whether they live in cities, suburbs or 
rural towns. 

Please see the following pages for stories about a sampling of New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s initiatives 
to increase urban residents’ access to nature, parks and gardens, to enable them to share in the agricultural 
bounty of the Garden State’s preserved land, and to enjoy the many benefits of more trees and micro-forests.

Thank you to our members and friends for your generous support. We are so grateful for your unwavering 
faith in New Jersey Conservation’s mission to preserve land and natural resources throughout our state for the 
benefit of all.

OUR MISSION

New Jersey Conservation Foundation is a private, nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to preserve land and natural 
resources throughout New Jersey for the benefit of all. 
Through acquisition and stewardship, we protect strategic 
lands from the Highlands to the Pine Barrens to the 
Delaware Bayshore. We promote strong land conservation 
policies at the local, state and federal levels, forge 
partnerships to achieve conservation goals, and provide 
support and technical assistance to partner groups. Since 
1960, we have helped protect more than 125,000 acres of 
natural areas, farms, parks and water resources.
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ON THE COVER
Liberty State Park, located on over 1,200 acres in Jersey City at the mouth of the Hudson 
River, offers biking, fishing, birding, and many other recreational opportunities in the heart of 
metropolitan northeast New Jersey.

JOIN US 
For membership information, please visit: njconservation.org or call 1 -888- LANDSAVE 
170 Longview Road, Far Hills, NJ 07931

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram! @njconservation

Nature, fresh food and 
a healthy environment 
FOR ALL!
 
Everyone needs clean air to breathe, clean water to drink, healthy foods 
to nourish our bodies, and outdoor places to exercise and enjoy nature. 
We all want to be safe from flooding, extreme heat and other impacts of 
a changing climate.

Sadly, not all New Jersey communities have equal access to nature, 
a clean environment and fresh produce. New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation is working to help change this situation!

In the following pages, learn about several recent initiatives, including 
building microforests in urban Union County, organizing events in 
Camden to expose more city residents to nature, using preserved 
farmland to provide food to underserved communities, nurturing 
a budding young naturalist in Trenton, and an urban farm lifting 
community spirits by giving away fresh flowers. 
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During a time when many 
children barely look up from 
their phones, 10-year-old 
Maverick Henry of Trenton 
prefers to keep his eyes on the 
natural world around him. 

This kid’s a 
NATURAL 
at being a 
naturalist

This kid’s a 
NATURAL 
at being a 
naturalist

Expert birder Jordan Parham, left, chats with 
Maverick Henry on a bird walk in Trenton. 

Photo by Jay Watson
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“Maverick loves  everything in nature: insects, animals, 
gardening, marine life, astronomy … and the list goes 
on,” said his mother, Shae’ Campbell-Henry.

This past spring, Shae’ brought her son, now in fifth 
grade at Princeton Day School, to a bird walk in Trenton 
organized by New Jersey Conservation Foundation to 
celebrate Black Birders Week. As bird experts Jordan 
Parham and Dr. Emile DeVito led participants around 
Cadwalader Park, they were impressed by Maverick’s 
enthusiasm. 

“He knew his birds pretty well,” recalled Emile, New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s staff 
biologist. “The common city birds you’d expect to see, he knew. He was also very good at 
spotting birds moving around.” And full of curiosity.

Emile spontaneously decided to gift Maverick his Field Guide to the Birds East of the 
Rockies by Roger Tory Peterson – a book he had carried with him on birding adventures 
since he bought it in September 1981.

“This book served me well for 41 years,” explained Emile. “I figured this kid needs the 
book because he’s at the stage in birding where he needs to go to the next level.” Emile 
inscribed the well-worn book, “To Maverick. Never stop learning. Learn everything you 
can!”

Maverick and his mother were touched. “I was not expecting that on that day,” said 
Maverick. He has every intention of learning all he can - but he said he might leave the 
vintage field guide safely at home to preserve it. 

“I try not to use it too much because the pages are falling apart,” he explained. “Dr. DeVito 
told me that after 41 years, he wants me to hand that off to someone else.”

Maverick also received a sincere compliment from the mother of Jordan, a well-respected 
Black birder. “As I was walking with Jordan’s mom,” said Shae’, “she mentioned that 
Maverick reminded her of Jordan when he was younger.” 

Here’s to many years of birding and learning!

New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s Dr. Emile DeVito presents his inscribed field guide to Maverick Henry.

“My favorite thing is to try to find new things in nature, and just look 
around and see what I can see.”  — Maverick Henry
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Cedar Waxwing by Bill Lynch
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Everyone needs healthy, nutritious foods 
to fuel their body. But people also need 
beauty in their lives to nourish their souls. 

Bringing FLOWERS 
and SMILES to  
NJ’s capital city

Vicky Vega with ready-to-go  
flower bouquets at Capital City Farm. 
Photo by Jay Watson
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This spring, the staff of New Jersey Conservation Foundation joined with the Capital City 
Farm staff and volunteers to plant rows and rows of flowers - seed, corms and seedlings. By 
early summer, the farm was awash in colorful sunflowers, zinnias, snapdragons, gladiolus, 
strawflowers and more.

Vicky Vega, a neighborhood resident who’s a horticulture student at Mercer County 
Community College, was hired to run the flower operation with support from New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation. 

“People are very happy with the flowers,” said Vicky, who hopes to become a florist. “They 
usually say, I never knew you were growing all this.” 

The bouquets Vicky created typically consisted of 15-20 stems of whatever flowers were 
in bloom at Capital City Farm. To fill out the bouquets, she added sprigs of flowering basil, 
lavender and sage, and stems of various types of foliage from around the farm.

Guests were welcomed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday to come pick their own flowers. 
Vicky either arranged the flowers for visitors, or assisted them in creating their own 
masterpieces. On Saturday, the farm’s busiest day, she put out pre-made bouquets for those 
in a hurry, but also encouraged those who were so inclined to exercise their creativity.

Opened in 2016, Capital City Farm was created on 2 acres of former railroad siding next to 
the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, which it now supplies with fresh vegetables and fruit. The 
farm not only grows produce and flowers, but also seeks to grow a sense of community for 
those who visit or volunteer. The farm is currently managed and operated by the Mercer 
County Park Commission as part of their commitment to urban open space projects. 

“The community loves having fresh flowers - it’s like a surprise. They  
come for the produce and leave with an extra - a smile.”  — Vicky Vega 

That’s why Capital City Farm in Trenton – an urban farm that 
provides fresh produce for free to local families in the community – 
decided this year to start growing flowers to give away.
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You may think of forests as being expansive - big enough for a hiker to wander 
around for hours. But a forest doesn’t have to cover hundreds or thousands of 
acres to deliver important ecological benefits.

MICROFORESTS:  
Small but mighty eco-helpers
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As people around the world are learning, tiny forests – also known as “microforests” – can 
be a mighty force in urban areas lacking green space. Like their bigger cousins, they cool 
the air, soak up storm water, prevent erosion, filter pollutants from the air, and provide 
habitat for birds, insects and other wildlife.

Within the past year, two microforests have been planted in urbanized Union County with 
the assistance of New Jersey Conservation Foundation. Several more are planned in the 
coming years.

The tiny forest movement began in Japan over 40 years ago, when botany professor Akira 
Miyawaki discovered that accelerated growth is possible with proper soil preparation and 
a dense planting. A microforest can reach maturity in a few decades rather than a century 
or more.

New Jersey’s first microforest was competed in December 2021 in Elizabeth, a city with 
a history of flooding problems and excessive summer heat. It was built by the nonprofit 
Groundwork Elizabeth and its partners – including New Jersey Conservation Foundation – 
on a vacant 30-by-50-foot lot behind a branch of the Elizabeth Public Library.

“It’s perfect – it really checks all the boxes for us,” said John Evangelista, Groundwork 
Elizabeth’s director of operations. “Elizabeth has a flooding situation, and the heat islands 
are really a big problem. Right away, we’re creating a lot of shade.”

Following closely behind the Elizabeth microforest was the tiny forest created in Summit. 
The city’s Environmental Commission built the forest this spring in a flood plain behind the 
municipal baseball fields. 

“We have five old oak trees that form a natural border for the tiny 
forest,” explained Donna Goggin Patel, chair of the Environmental 
Commission. The quarter-acre property was fenced, and over 500 
native trees, shrubs and understory plants were added. 

A walking path for visitors loops through the center of the forest.

Both young microforests have been well received by the public, and 
have inspired others. Goggin Patel recently gave tours of the Summit 
tiny forest to three nearby organizations that are now interested in 
building their own. 

And Groundwork Elizabeth was recently awarded a $367,000 Bezos 
Earth Fund grant to create four more microforests. Evangelista hopes 
the first will be built by the end of 2022, ideally near a school. “In my 
opinion, the educational value is priceless, especially in the inner city,” 
he said.

“The idea is to have a fully-formed forest in  
20 to 30 years, as opposed to 200 to 300 years  
in the wild.” — Donna Goggin Patel

Staff, partners and supporters of Groundwork Elizabeth celebrate the completion of its 
first microforest and the receipt of grant funding to create additional tiny forests.

Photo by Jay Watson
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The Foodshed Alliance, a Warren 
County-based nonprofit that partners 
with New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation, is tackling both issues at 
once.

This summer, the Foodshed Alliance 
started a new program that uses 
volunteers to “glean” vegetables and 
fruits from farms that end up with 
more produce than they can harvest 
and sell. The fresh-picked produce 
is then delivered to nearly 100 
locations in northern New Jersey, 
including church pantries, senior 
citizen centers, and programs to 
help single mothers and low-income 
families.

“We also do free pop-up markets in 
communities where there’s a need,” 
added Eric Derby, program manager 
for the Foodshed Alliance.

Local farmers have gotten into 
the habit of calling the Foodshed 
Alliance when they have excess 
crops, and some have even set up a 
regular schedule for the volunteer 
harvesters. 

The Foodshed Alliance also runs the 
Sustainable Agriculture Enterprise 
program, or SAgE for short, to help 
would-be farmers realize their 
dreams. High land prices are one of 
the biggest obstacles to beginning 
farmers in New Jersey, Derby 
explained, so SAgE offers affordable 
long-term leases on preserved land.

In 2021, the Foodshed Alliance was 
deeded the 333-acre Muckshaw 
Farm in Sussex County, which 
includes 66 farmable acres. The 
land is now home to eight farm 
enterprises, including the Munsee 
Three Sisters Medicinal Farm, run by  
 

the Turtle Clan of the Ramapough 
Lenape Native American tribe. 

All farmers leasing land at Muckshaw 
must agree to use sustainable and 
organic farming methods, and some 
go a step farther by using climate-
friendly “regenerative” practices.

Now that the Muckshaw Farm is 
fully leased out, the Foodshed 
Alliance is partnering with New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation 
to expand the SAgE program to NJ 
Conservation-owned preserved 
farmland in Hunterdon County. 
Recognizing a need for more 
inclusivity in the farming community, 
Derby said the Foodshed Alliance’s 
goal with the program’s expansion is 
to engage farmers from diverse racial 
and ethnic backgrounds.  New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation is excited 
about this partnership to provide 
farmland to the next generation of 
farmers that reflect the diversity of 
our state, and to advance sustainable 
and climate-friendly agriculture 
practices.

Helping farmers,  
FEEDING COMMUNITIES
Putting food on the table 
has become an increasing 
challenge for many 
households in New Jersey, 
as inflation keeps taking a 
bigger bite out of budgets. 
At the same time, waste is 
a problem throughout the 
food system, including farms 
where excess crops go 
unpicked and rot in the field.

“A few years ago, a lot 
of pantries didn’t want 
anything but shelf-stable 
foods. Now they want the 
fresh produce all the time.” 
— Eric Derby

Helping farmers,  
FEEDING COMMUNITIES
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Our team in Camden – Stephanie 
Kreiser, Rudisha Okezie and Jalisa 
Hernandez – are working to improve 
public access to parks and green 
spaces, and develop programs to invite 
residents of all ages into the great 
outdoors.

“We’re definitely trying to get people to 
come out,” said Stephanie, who serves 
as director for South Jersey. “We’ve 
done some surveys asking people what 
they want – our programs have to be 
community-driven.”

One popular program this summer was 
fishing at Cramer Hill Waterfront Park, 
where the Cooper River meets the 
Delaware River. Using grant funds, New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation and 
the Center for Aquatic Sciences were 
able to buy state fishing licenses for 
participants, provide fishing rods and 
tackle for them to borrow, and provide 
instruction to those without fishing 
experience. 

Yoga in the Park, held at Farnham and 
Gateway Parks, has also been well 
received. It’s free, mats are provided 
and advance reservation isn’t required. 
“People out walking in the park can just 
pop in,” said Rudisha, a Camden native 
who serves as regional manager for the 
Camden Area. “The residents really love 
it; they’re asking for more.”

Another new program was a bicycle 
maintenance and repair program 
taught by Jalisa in partnership with REI, 
followed by a bike ride on local trails. “I 
used to be on a biking team, so I learned 
how to do basic repairs,” explained 
Jalisa, who grew up in Camden and 
serves as urban parks coordinator. “I 
think it’s good for the community to 
learn about bicycle safety and repair.”

New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
regularly leads bird walks in Camden 
parks to help the public learn about 
the migrating and year-round birds that 
can be spotted in the city and along the 
rivers. “We purchased binoculars for  
 

the public to use, and we put together a 
guide to common birds in both English 
and Spanish,” said Rudisha. 

“We’re hoping to engage more people 
who aren’t primarily English speakers,” 
added Stephanie. 

In addition to organizing outdoor 
programs for the Camden community, 
the New Jersey Conservation team 
manages Gateway Park and looks for 
opportunities to acquire or secure 
new green spaces. For example, 
many neighborhoods have vacant or 
abandoned lots that could potentially 
be used for a community garden or 
pocket park.

Much of New Jersey Conservation’s 
work is done in partnership with other 
groups working to improve lives in 
Camden. 

Camden park programs:  
MORE nature, MORE fun!
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has a mission to preserve land and natural resources 
“for the benefit of all,” and that includes urban residents who may face challenges finding 
access to nature close to home.

“No one can do it alone, so building relationships 
and trust is very important.” — Stephanie Kreiser
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OUR SUCCESS DEPENDS ON OUR DONORS
Thank you to all who contributed in 2021

DONORS

Baltimore Checkerspot by Bill Lynch
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Jefferson T. and Laura Barnes 
Scott Barnes 
Julie C. Baron
Robert L. Barrett
Nancy H. Becker
Daniel Bernier
Richard J. and Harriet  

Bonuccelli 
Ingeborg D. Bossert
Donald I. Bryan
Jean W. Cahouet
Calvin R. Carver, Jr. and Anne 

DeLaney
Ralph Celebre and Susan Haase
Richard and Sally K. Chrisman

Ospreys by Bill Lynch
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Roy J. Cobb Family Fund 
Joseph S. and Jeannie Colalillo 
Bryan Collier
The Hon. Geoffrey M. Connor
Christine Coppa
Cornerstone Financial Group
Andrew Dana
Sari DeCesare
Robert Denby
Louis Discepola
Douglas Dixon
Susan Dorward
Douglas S. and Priscilla Eakeley
Eisner Amper Accountants & 

Advisors
William J. Fine
Nicholas and Kristin Fiori
Russell Forte
Deborah S. Freedman 
Keith and Joan Freehauf
Maxine Friedman
Deborah Galen
Greenview Ecology Fund
William and Anne Gates
Antoine and Noemie Gerschel

Thomas Gilbert and Erin 
O’Donnell-Gilbert

Susan E. Gnall
Janet Goehner-Jacobs
Norman J. and Diane Goldberg
Stephen A. and Virginia S. 

Goldman 
Gorrie Family Foundation
Christy Greening
Michael Gross 
Sally Gullette
Henry R. and Doris J. Gutsmuth
Joanne Hall
Elyse K. Halloran
Oliver Hamill and Kate Webb
Robert C. and Sarah B.  

Hemsen 
Paul Henell
Frank Hershkowitz and Lorraine 

Staples 
John Higgins
Robert F. and Diane Holtaway 
Maryann and Robert Isham
James V. Powers and Erica L. 

Johanson
Penny and Tom Jones

Martin D. Judd 
Andrew Kasper
William L. Keefauver
Jim Keller
Thomas V. Kelsey
James and Marjorie Kienle
Rex A. Parker and Carol M. Kleis
Ann W. Klemme
Lawrence Koplik and Sarah 

Roberts 
Steven E. Lane
William and Blair Lawlor
Amy Lee
Paige B. and Elizabeth 

L’Hommedieu
William and Julie T. Lupatkin 
Richard R. and Gemma M. Lury
Martens Bash Foundation
Matthew Martin
Rene Mathez
Elizabeth G. McCutcheon 
Melanie McDermott
Sharlynn McGonigal and Robert 

B. Spille
John B. and Linda McMackin 
Donna Medica
Peter and Jane Mercer
Maria Michael
Kristen Middleton
Danya Miller
Bruce L. Miller
Denise & Andrew Milot
Alison E. Mitchell and Chris 

Keep 
Robert B. and Veronica F. 

Mitchell 
Jeff Morgan
Tim J. Morris
Gene Muller
Daniel E. and Janet G.  

Murnick 
New Agency Partners
Susan A. Newberry
Christine Newman
James OBrien
Jayne O’Connor
Mary O’Malley
Cynthia L. Paladino 
Michael Perry
Edmund W. Peters
Lynne Petronella

Joy R. Petzinger 
Virginia Pierson 
B. M. and Shelden O. Pisani
David Piscitelli
Glickman-Pivnick Family Fund
Thomas Potterfield
Mr. Evelyn Prather
Gregory Puchalski
William Purcell and Elaine 

Schaeffler
Carole Rains
Karen Richards 
Keith and Anita Richmond
Anthony and Glorianne Robbi
Janet Robbins and Gary 

Woodward
Jennifer Lublin and David 

Rojer 
Patricia Rolston
Michael D. and Maureen 

Santoro
Paul Sasso
Richard Schatzman and Debra 

Pawa
Eric and Miranda M. Scher
Howard Schutkofsky
John A. and Josephine Scully 
R. E. and Marianne W. Selover
Austin C. Starkey, Jr.
Michael Steigerwald
Janice Summers 
Mrs. Eileen Swan
Ethel S. and Donald Terhune
Katherine Tozour
John R. and Barbara S. Vadnais
Dr. Daniel J. Van Abs
Lisa VanAuken
Ingrid Vandegaer
Margaret von der Linde
Robert and Linda Walden
Leigh Walker and Alice S. 

Tempel
James M. and Betsy Walton
Barbara and James Webb
The Hon. Christine T. Whitman
Richard A. Zimmer and Marfy A. 

Goodspeed

$100-$249
Beatrice and Larry S. Abrams
Ronald E. Adams
Mary Allan
Judith A. and Frederick H. 

Allen 
William W. and Joyce H. Allen
Frank and Janet D. Allocca
Florence Aluotto 
John P. Alvarado
Bruce Andrews
John H. Anlian, Esq.
Jennifer Aponte
Steven A. Armbruster
Joseph R. Attamante
Margaret Babbott
Edward W. and Lillian M. 

Babson 
Philip Bagley
Deborah W. Bailey 
Thomas and Mary Bailey
Vishal Balani
Gregg Bangs
Claudette G. Barber
James Bark and Denise Erickson
Michelle Barnea
Nancy F. Barrett
Marjorie A. Barrett 
Kerry Barringer and Rosetta D. 

Arrigo
Jacquelyn Barth 
Norman Basch
Constance Bauder
Michael Hogan and Jill A. Baxter
Greg Bennett
Robert G. and Nancy Benz 
Bruce J. and Barbara Berger
Alice F. Berman
Gregory G. Bernet
Thomas and Joanne Bintinger 
Veronica L. Bishop 
Pat B. Black and Carol W. English
Alan and Susan Blanchette
Raymond M. and Patricia I. 

Blinn 
Martin M. and Anne M. 

Bloomenthal 
Robert Blumberg
Janet E. Bone 

Andrea Bonette
Mary Anne Borge and Jeff 

Worthington
Dwayne Botnick
Robert and Amanda Boulton
Charles K. Bowman, Jr.
Marlene J. Boyd 
Linda Bradway
Mary Braman
Faith Brancato
James E. and Beth B. Branigan 
Elizabeth Breedlove
Wendy and Tim Brill
Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Foundation, Inc. 
Lorraine M. Brown
Pat Brundage
Joseph and Terese Buchanan 
Peter A. and Elaine Buchsbaum
John R. Bulger
Jane Buttars
Byrnes Farms
Joseph Calvet
A. Francis Carr, Jr.
Robert J. Carr, Sr.
David W. Carroll and Mary K. 

Enright
Frances Carter
Evelyn Carter
Norman Carter
Roger T. Prichard and Astrid M. 

Caruso 
Gladys A. Case
Ann Cavanaugh
Theodore J. Chando
Clement Chang
Charles M. Chapin, III 
TataBob Charitable Foundation
Robert Chernow
Susan Christiano
Ray Cicetti
Joseph Cimiluca
Jeanne and Peter Clarke
William J. and Elizabeth E. 

Clarkson
Edward Cleary
Larry J. and Mary Coffey 
Robert Cohen
Annette and Francesco 

Colbertaldo
Chris R. and Sue F. CollinsCoral Hairstreak by Bill LynchCoral Hairstreak by Bill Lynch
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Rosemary Collins
John J. and Jesse Connor
Justine Cook
Mary Beth Cooney
Corbin Family Fund 
Costantini Family Gift Fund
Edward P. Coxey 
Gene Cranmer
Dr. William Cromartie 
Charles W. Croom 
Thomas Cuff
Nancy Cunningham
Rick Dabagian
W. Bruce Daniels
Joseph E. Dante and Suzanne J. 

Wilder
David DeBevoise
Joel L. Deitz and Barbara A. 

Berko 
Alison Deleget
Franklyn H. Dennis
Dave & Jeanne DePodwin
Michael Dereskewicz
Jignasa Desai-McCleary
Michael and Mary P. DeVito
Suzette Dewey
Conrad Dilks
Louis J. Dimento
Frank Discenza 
Gerrit Dispersyn
William Doan, III 
Rich Doerr
Beryl L. Doyle

Mrs Judy Duca
Harry A. and Elisabeth Dugger
Karl Dunst
Willard Dye
Donald Edwards
Steve and Janet Eisenhauer
Diane Emerson
George Eckelmann and Jane 

Engel
Kurt Engelmann
John Eory
David C. Epler
Dr Alessia Eramo
John Erdreich
Robert and Rita Erickson
Diane S. Falk
Lawrence and Carol L. Fallon
Rita S. Fand 
Steven Fenster 
Alex Ferraro
Steve Fiedler
June Filipski
Joseph S. Filo and Anne Dyjak
Daniel Fiori
Roger E. Flahive and Eileen A. 

Mallor 
Roberta Fleischman
Jared and Emily Flesher
Randolph Floyd
George and Leona Fluck
James J. Flynn, Jr. and Sue 

Johnson
Ms. Anne Forbes 

William W. and Constance D. 
Fortenbaugh

Carlton Fortune
Thomas Foy
Gregg and Jean Frankel
Russell Furnari 
Barbara Fusco
Michael Gallagher
Michael F. Gallaway
Garden Club of Madison
Ms. Jane Gardner
Judith Gardner
James and Kathy Garland
Barbara Geenhalgh-Weidman
PF and GM George Charitable 

Fund
Bull and Karen Gervasi
James Gillick and Margaret Wong
Devin Gingery
Richard A. and Elisabeth Ginman
Pete Gitlitz 
Lillian Gola
William J. Gold
Joel and Carole Goldstein
Charles C. and Mary M. 

Goodfellow
Roe W. Goodman
Victoria Gordon
Richard Gouldey
Adam S. Grace and Lisanne L. 

Renner
Ann & W. Preston Granbery
Dennis Gray and Lena Jonsson
James Griswold
Eleanor Gruber
Ann Guarino
John and Julie Guerard
Les and Deborah Guile 
Joseph N. Guterl
Heather Haberle
George C. and Ann Hackl
Haddonfield Memorial High 

School
Helen H. Haines
Thomas B. and Constance S. 

Halliwell 
Jane Halsted
Lonnie B. and Bette Hanauer
Timothy Hand
Hansen Giving Fund
Mark and Lindsay Harms

Jacquelyn and Richard Hartley
Mr. Eric Hausmann 
Robert A. and Anne G. Hayton
Diana Haywood
Robert D. Hendler
Todd Herrick
Carolyn Heuser
Doug and Holly Hillman
Doug and Janice C. Hiple
Lorraine Hoak
Hollace A. Hoffman
Robert A. and Tracy J. Hofstrom 
George T. and Janet Holbrook
Steve and Carla F. Holusha
Carol Homeyer
Mark Horberg and Risa Jaslow
Robert M. Hornby
Stephen N. Howard
Mark Huddell and Kerry L. Miller
Thomas and Gloria Huey 
John P. Hughes
Sonya Hulbert 
Kathleen M. Hurley
Sally Ike 
Kevin Inman
John H. and Carol Jackson
Alice Jackson
Gretchen Jaeckle
Brian T. Jaeger 
Chris and Melanie Jage
Steve Jandoli
Daniel L. Jassby 
Michael Jeske
Sigmond Johnson
Andrew W. Johnson
Henry Jonas and Tricia Deering
Bill and Molly Jones
William Jordan
Ruth Jourjine
Fred Kahan
Andrea and Dennis Kahn
Michael Kaliss
Seth D. Kantor
Harold Katz
Stanley N. and Adria H. Katz
Michael Kaufman
Kenneth N. Kavulia
Joseph Kazimierczyk
Michael F. Keady
Elizabeth A. Keat

Steve and Margaret Kehs
Nick Keller
Betty Ann Kelly
Linda C. Kelly
Valerie Kent
Gerald Kerns and Susan Eckler-

Kerns
Matthew W. Kester 
Jane Kim
Christoph M. and Flora G. 

Kimmich
Emily Kingsbury
Ellen Kirwin
Kenneth Klacik
Charles J. Klein 
Elizabeth Kneser
Denise Koetas-Dale
Louis and Carol Kotsinis
Beth Kovacs
Gail Kraeuter
Gary and Heide Krakauer 
James Richart and Deirdre 

Kramer
Deborah Kratzer
Elizabeth K. Lambert
Martha Land
Cindy Lawlor
Elvera Leader
Rick Lear
Mary A. Leck
Thomas Lederer
David Lee
Valerie Ann Leeds and Kevin 

Knotts 
Marie Leithauser 
Will E. and Mary D. Leland
Clark A. and Virginia M. Lennon 
Edwin D. and Judith S. Leonard 
Brian Lestini
Arthur S. Levy
John B. and Barbara T. Lewis 
Mary C. Lewis
Barbara Liati
Martha Lieblich
Edward Linky
Mark S. Lerner and Carol B. 

Lipman 
William M. Little
Carolyn Lloyd-Turbett
Nicholas and Laura Lochetta
Joseph Logan

Robert A and Naomi Lonergan
Robert W. and Virginia Loughlin
Barry H. Lowell
David Luber
James M. Lukenda and Maggie 

Lucenda
William Boyce Lum Charitable 

Fund of the Jewish Communal 
Fund

Susan L. Lupow
Anna Lyles and Andy Dobson
Robert Macauley
Jack and Mary E. MacConnell
Peter Macholdt and Kathy 

Fedorko
Ms. Linda J. Mack
Kenneth L. MacRitchie 
Donna Madison
Andrew and Gemma Major 

Giving
Joseph J. and Claudette A. 

Maraziti
Laura Marchetti
Rolf and Nancy Margenau
Sean Marren
Michele Martello
Nada Martini
Steven E. Martino and Karen P. 

Fox-Martino
Louis R. and Betsy Matlack
Mark Mayer
Thomas G. McBride 
The Sarah and Jackie McCarron 

Memorial Fund
Robert C. and Sarah W. 

McClanahan 
Francesca McClay
James McCloskey
James and Karen L. McGregor 
Paula McGuire
Kevin and Holly R. McLaughlin
Michael and Sandra M. McNicol
Jane McRory
Tom and Ellen Measday
Hellstern Family Fund
Larry Melamed
Alan and Elizabeth Mendel
Irene Mendelson 
Joshua Mendez
John I. Merritt, III
Cynthia Merwin

2021 DONORS
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Messineo Family Charitable Fund
Margaret Middaugh
Mark Huddell and Kerry L. Miller
Donald P. Mitrane and Regina 

Bohnsack 
Richard and Lorraine C. Mnich 
Cynthia Montes
Carleton Montgomery
Katherine Moore
Alan D. and Charlotte B. Moors 

Giving Fund 
James E. Morgan
Zac Morriello
Cheron Morris
Edward Morrison
Marilyn G. Morsheuser
Philip and Barbara Moss
Frederick C. Mueller 
Holly B Muller
John P and Joann O Munn
Walter Nahadil, Jr. 
Prakash Neelakantan
Walter Nerlick Jr.
Beth and Ray Nichols
William and Judy Ninke
Gigi Nugent
Ruth F. Nunez 
James Obeldobel
Thomas Ogren
Joseph O’Hara
Lisa Olasz
Alfred Olivi
Mr. Peter Ostberg
Joanne Pannone
Lori Pantaleo
Allan Papp
John and Marie Parisi
Yvette Parker
Douglas and Mary Ann Pease
Andrea Peck
Eric J. Pedersen
Vince Pellegrini
Diane Perkins
Jonathan and Bette P. Perlman
Estelle Perry 
Karl H. Perzin
Carolyn Peterson
Stephen Petross
James and Linda Pierro 
Alan Polk

Edward Pikus and Lisa J. Pollak 
Rachel Porter
Jill Porter
Adam S. Potkay 
Roland S. Pott
Susan Powell
Joseph L. Prati 
Frances L. Preston
Debra Price
Hilary Prouty 
Raymond A. Pruszkowski
Ron Pugh
Harold Quinn
Ellen Quinn
Lawrence T. Quirk
Rake & Hoe Garden Club, Inc., of 

Westfield, NJ 
Joann and Arlindo S. Ramos 
Michele Regan
Gerda E. Reimer
Aaron A. and Jean L. Rich
The Richard R. Howe Foundation
Jens Riedel
John J. and Sarah A. Roche
Elizabeth Roedell
Alan Rojer and Ellen Relkin
Anne-Marie Romano
Ronald A. Curini Appraisal Company, 

Inc.
Stephen and Jacqueline Rose
Roy and Luise Roseberry
Steven W. Ross
John D. Hankin, Jr. and Samantha 

Rothman
Janet Ruggiero
John and Paula Runnells
Daniel and Susan Ryan
Floyd C. Saums
Bruce and Christine and Bruce 

Savage C. Savage 
George W. Schaberg
Albert Schagen
Audrey Schlote
Betsy J. Schnorr 
Sadie Schoss 
Eric P. Schrading and Linda 

Margolies Schrading
William K. Schryba
Carl W. Schumacher, Jr.
Susan Schwirck
R. Gary Schwoebel

George Segelken
Carol T. Shenton
Rozalyn Sherman
James A. and Eileen S. Shissias 
Jamie Shombert
Bettie Shrensel
Donald R. and Lynn L. Siebert 
Elizabeth Silvernail
Debra Simon
Andraya Simpson
Mike and Andraya Simpson
Shary and Gary Skoloff
Cheryl Smith
Al Smith 
Susan M. Smith
Thomas P. Smith 
Allan D. and Gail L. Smith 
Greg Socha
Patricia Sodolak
James M. and Aimee L. Sousa
Michael Speirs
Conni Spiegle
Roger and Joyce Spingarn
Fran and Marie St. John
Josey Stamm
Scott D. Stanford 
Martha Steinberg
Vera C. Stek 
Charles Stek
Anne Stephano
Robin Stevens
Robert E. Stewart 
Mr. David Stewart
Lois K. Stewart 
Gail Stock
Janet Stoothoff
John Stritzinger
Guy and Lillie Suabedissen
Beth Susman
Robert and Deborah Sussna
Russell and Lois B. Swanson
Eliane M. Swanson
Kelly Swanson
William C. Sweeney Family Fund
Mark Szutarski 
Dean B. Talcott
Chris and Maureen Tauber
Rebecca Taylor
Allan Terres
Alicia Tether

Pam Thier and Deborah Saunderson
Pauline Thomas and Fredric Bell
Craig Thompson
Dianne T. Thompson
Joan M. Thuebel 
Dr. Amy Tiedemann
Bonnie Tillery
Patrick Tobin
Robert Tommaselli
S. G. and Juli Towell
John Tozzi
William E. and Cynthia M. Treene
Deborah Troiani
Barbara H. Trought
Robert K. Tucker, Ph.D.
Louise F. and David Usechak
David VanAuken
Joka Vandenberg and Jim Phillips 

Fund 
Thomas J. Venables
Jeffrey D. Vernam
John R. and Arianna Vig 
Douglas and Lana Vitale
Al and Jacqueline M. Vnencak
Joseph and Carolyn M. von Meister
Anna M. Voordeckers
Patricia A. Walker 
William H. and Andrea B. Wallace 
Edith and Gordon J. Wallace
Eileen Walsh
Joan F. Walsh 
Kathy Wambach
William Ward
William C. Ward, Jr.
Gary Warner
Ronald F. and Linda L. Wass
Ann C. Watts
Janet Webekind 
Dieter Weissenrieder
Tom Wells and Nancy Goodman
Eric Westerwick
Mary Claire White
Carl and Marion White
William M. Whitman
Gloria Wilczynski
Cari Wild
Charles P. Williams
Susan Williams
Craig Williams
Nancy Williams

Pamela Williams
Hugh D. Willig
Albert Wilson
Bob and Kathy Wilson
Harry Wind
Glenn A. and Dawn W. Witherspoon
Thomas and Debbie Woerner
Robert R. Wolfe
Elsa W. Wood
Woolverton Inn
Dorothy Zajac
Alexandria Zander
Geraldine Zelencik
Adam Zellner
Gary Zockoll
Debbie and David Yaskulka
Dorothy Zajac
Adam Zellner
Donald and Roberta Zimmerman
Gary Zockoll
Jeffrey A. Zonenshine and  

Marcia Minuskin

$50-$99 
Elizabeth Adams Eilers
Harry and Kathleen Agnostak
Kristin Albert
Leon Alirangues
Nels P. and Nancy Anderson
Alcides T. and Janet Z. Andril
Salvatore Angemi
Casey Antonucci
Alan Aronovitz
Ethel W. Ashenfelter and Jill Scott
Anthony E. Baer
Patricia Bakay
Pat A. Balko
Robert Barel
MaryJean Barnes
Jim and Carolyn Barnshaw
Basking Ridge Garden Club 
Sidney Bembridge
Susan K. Bennett
William J. Benson 
June Bente
Al Bentley
Fred and Patricia Berghahn 
Daniel A. and Sheldia L. Bernstein 
Behram and Evelyn Bharucha 

2021 DONORS
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     fter nearly 40 years with New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation, Michele Byers bid adieu to the organization at the 
end of 2021. She celebrated her retirement and incredible 
legacy with friends and supporters at Duke Farms on a beautiful 
autumn evening.

The Michele S. Byers Legacy Fund was started to support the 
initiatives closest to Michele’s heart. If you are interested in 
making a special, one-time gift honoring Michele, please return 
the enclosed envelope with “Legacy Fund” in the memo line  
or contact Alison Mitchell (alison@njconservation.org,  
908-997-0711) to arrange your gift.

A
1 Past and present executive directors Tom Gilbert, Michele Byers, Jay Watson, Alison 
Mitchell, David Moore; 2 Former New Jersey Governor Tom Kean; 3 Former NJ Conservation 
staff members Greg Romano and Olivia Glenn; 4 Victory Chase, Trustee Ted Chase, Alison 
Mitchell; 5 Margaret Waldock, executive director of Duke Farms; 6 Cindy Ehrenclou, David 
Moore, Cathy Grosfils, Michele Byers, Joseph Metelski.

1

2 3

4 5

6



Matthew Bigley
Robert J. Billera
Lee S. Bishop
E.A. G. and Elizabeth F. Blair
Richard M. Blake, Jr.
Peter H. and F.P. Blechinger
Samuel H. Bleier
Judith Blinick
Carol Bodian
Ms. Melissa J. Bohl and Mr. Ronald 

Sverdlove
Robert Bond
Joan P. Bowman
Jeanne M. Boyle
Richard Braun
Robert S. and Valerie E.  

Brewster 
Frederick Buono
Melanie Burdorf
Jerry Burke
A. Dean and Claire S. Burling 
Michael J. Burns
John A. and Lois A. Burns
Thomas Burtnett
Susan Burton
Jane H. Buscemi
Robert and Carol L. Butera 
Katherine Buttolph
George and Geraldine Byrne
Lenora Caamano
Gloria Caccia
Anthony Cacciapuoti
Ralph R. and Martine M. Calder 
Donald Calderon
David Camiolo
Ann E. Campbell
Byron A. Campbell
Walter R. and Anita S. Campbell
Ruth A. Campo
Milton Cannan 
Meryl Carmel
Marty & Christine Carrara
Minty Chien
Mercedes F. Christ
Kenneth J. Christensen
Stanley and Sandra J.  

Christman 
Robert L. Clayton
Tom and Marilyn Clendenny
Diane Close

Mr. Arnold Cohen
Sarah Cole
Robert D. Conley
Timothy Connery
Donna Connor
Robert E. and Mary F. Cooley
Richard Costabile and Randall E. 

Wilcox
Robert D. and Barbara R. Costello 
John Costo
Barry and Ruth Cranmer
Julie Crawford
Stephen Croce
Shirley Culman
Priscilla Damiani
Arthur Daniels
Bonnie Davis
Martha Davis
Kyle Dawson
Nicholas Dazzo
Anita T. Dazzo
Larry and Connie Deetz
John J. and Nancy L. Derrico
Lynne Derwid
Ulana M. Diachuk
Scott Dieman
John and Joan I. Dighton
Alicia DiGiovanni
Michael DiSimoni
Nelson W. and Carolyn Dittmar 
Mary M. Ditzler
Heidi Donahue
James P. and Marie Donnelly 
Meghan Doody
Andrew V. Dorko
John Doyle
Thomas and Donna Drewes
Roger L. Dreyling
J Michael Dulin
Teri Durlach-Lyman
Michael J. Dziamba
Ms. Jean Buist Earle
Van P. and Lynda M. Eckes
ECO Systems Environmental 

Consulting
Gayle E. Eddy
Dino and Victoria Eftychiou
Charles G. and Eleanor E. Engel
Patricia N. and Mark Esch
Ellen V. Ewing

Gerald Faber
Mr. Peter and Shaness Farrell
Lawrence & Phyllis Fast
Rob Ferber
Charles D. Fermier, Jr.
Eric Fidoten
William G. and Kristine Fischer
Marilyn S. Fishman
William Fitts and Blake Cook
Julia Flath
Barbara K. Fleischer
Richard S. Flint
David H and Janice Flood
James R. Florance
Mr. Robert Focht
William D. Foelsch
Stephen G. Fogle 
Carl Ford
Cathy Fortenbaugh
John B. Frankenberg
Audrey Frankowski
John J. Franzini
John D. Fredericks
Robert E. Fredrick
Sheldon Freidenreich
Friends of the Rancocas 
Thomas and Joyce Fritz
Lucien O. Frohling
Corradina Fronte
Dave and Moira GaNun
Gerald Garfinkle
Judy Gauntt
Amanda Gibbons
John M. Gilris
Michael J. and Barbara A. Gliddon
Anthony S. and Beverly Ann J. 

Glockler 
Janet Goldman
Rita Gollin
Elizabeth C. Graham
Lorraine and Meghan Grant
Louis Greenstein
Barbara E. Greenstein
Barbara Greif
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar L Griffith
Bill Gross
Ira Guterman
Carl H. and Carol S. Haag
David H. Hall
C. Judson Hamlin

2021 DONORS

STAFF 
Tom Gilbert, Co-Executive Director
Alison Mitchell, Co-Executive Director
John S. Watson, Jr., Co-Executive Director
Adriana Amador-Chacon, Camden Fellow
Erica Arles, Land Protection Coordinator & Policy Assistant
Alix Bacon, Regional Manager, Western Piedmont
Mark Barrick, Information Technology/Office Manager
Tim Brill, Regional Manager, Central Jersey
Nicole Ceballos, Development Associate
Erica Colace, Assistant Development Director
Logan Davis, Agricultural Land Steward
Justin Dennis, Urban Parks Manager 
Emile DeVito, Ph.D, Manager of Science & Stewardship
Richard Dodds, Project Coordinator Black River Greenway
Jessica Fasano, Communications Manager 
Robert Ferber, Regional Manager, Delaware Bay Watershed
Jane Gardner, Policy & Development Assistant
Jane Halsted, CPA, Accounting Manager
Amy Hansen, Policy Manager
Maria Hauser, Director Human Resources & Board Liaison
Jalisa Hernandez, Urban Parks Coordinator 
Steven Jack, Land Steward
Russell Juelg, Senior Land Steward
Stephanie Kreiser, Director South Jersey
Bill Lynch, M.S., Director of Engagement & Communications
Lisa MacCollum, Director North & Central Jersey
Melanie Mason, Land Steward
Timothy Morris, Director of Stewardship
Marie Newell, Project Coordinator, Acquisition
Tanya Nolte, Conservation Information & GIS Manager
Rudisha Okezie, Conservation Information & GIS Manager
Beth Pardilla, Regional Manager Black River Greenway 
Sandy Stuart Perry, Staff Writer
Karen Richards, CPA, Director of Finance & Administration
Heidi Marie Roldan, Corporate & Foundation Relations Manager
Bill Scullion, Land Steward, South Jersey
Ingrid Vandegaer, Regional Manager Highlands
Allison Williams, Stewardship Coordinator
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Meg Harmsen
Noreen P. Harten
Janelle and Gary Heise
James Hemm
Paul M. Hennessey
Ms Janet Heroux
Alan M. Hershey 
Christine M. Hill
Scott Holloman
Rebecca Hoskins
Marian B. and John F. Hosmer
Helen N. Hudson
Rebecca J. Hughes
Mary Humphries
Virginia Hunsberger
Belinda M. Hunter
Hugh M. Hyde, Jr.
Bob and Nina Hynes
Robert H. and Lora A. Ingling
Interstate Hiking Club 
Michael Jacob
Nina Joly
Thomas Jones
Calvin N. Jones
James Jordan
Roger and Barbara Justis 
Jack and June Kahrs
David F. Kaiser
Robert and Caroline Kanner 
Andrea Kanoc
Elma Katz
Kevin and Melanie Kavanaugh
Jason D. and Karen D. Kelleher 
Irene J. Keller
Richard Kennedy
Paul and MaryJo Kenny
Jaap J. Ketting
Richard and Christine Kitto
Carol M. and Larry Klevans 
Vanessa Kline
Neil Klingenburg
Marc Klosner
John W. Klotz
Mark C. Kneece
Adam Knight
Timothy A. Knotts
Michael Knox and Barbara Bristow
Inge Knudson
B. Susan Koefoed
Lucas and Andrea Kornbluh

Ms. Elaine Korzeniowski
Mr. Thomas Kowalczyk
Ruth Kram
Roy and Louise Kreiser
Carolyn J. Krickus
Allison Krilla
Peter Kroll
Daniel J. Kroon
Lawrence LaFevre 
Judith Lamb
Joann R. and Anthony J. Lambiase
Ingeborg Langer 
John A. and Catherine T. Langley
Laurie Larson
Marlene K. Larson 
Virginia L. Laughlin
Barbara Lemley
Alice Lesniak
Robert Lester
Jay Levenson
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Linke
Charlotte Lippincott
Cate and James M. Litvack 
Suzanne Litwornia
Samuel A. and Judith G. Livingston
Janet S. Loengard
Richard L. Magovern
Brian Magovern
Glenn W. Malsbury
Richard C. and Claire A. Mandeville
Francesco J. Manfredi
Timothy M. and Katharine Martin
Carol Martin
Raymond A. Martinetti 
Maria Mastrobuono
Joseph Matthias
Jan Mawson
Margaret McArdle
The Leef Family
Judy McCabe
Suzanne B. McCarthy
Patrice J. McCoy 
Peter R. McCrohan
Thomas L. and Carole W. McDermott
B. Alan McDermott
Diana McFadden
Gloria D. McGowan
Nicole McIntyre
Colin McKay
Laura McKenzie

Linda C. McKillip
Nancy McLure
William McNamara
Susan Mead
Margaret W. Merklin 
Deborah R. Meyer
Mary Beth & Bruce Michael 
Lauren Michaels
Jessica Miller
Charles J. and Kristina K. Miller
Patrick and Jane Miller
Barbara Mitchell
Marcial Mojena
Bonnie Monte
Richard J. and Susan M. Morey
Elisabeth Morgan
Karen Moriarty
Mark Morris
Judy R. Murphy
Frank G. and Sara J. Myers 
Anne M. Nachman
Allan Namery
Henry Nechemias and Valerie Marcil
Clive D. Needham
Leslie Nicholson
Susan Nicolich
Gretchen M. Oberfranc
Michael and Helen G. Oien
Marion and Dave Oliver
Sheryl Oliveri
Jeffrey M. Orbach
Patricia Orlatti
James and Thea Osborn
Gordon J. Ostrum
Antoinette Outwater
Larry T. Parr
Emmett M. Partain, III
Judith Passmore
Ellen and Alan Pearl Charitable Fund
Mark Pensiero
Bob and Karen Pepsis
Dennis Percher
Hilary Persky
Kathryn Pierro
Mackenzie Piggott
Lewis and Pangeota Pinsker
Sandra J. Polk
Gerald J. and Susan Post 
William R. and Noreen M. Postman 
Thomas R. and Margaret M. Potter

Natalie Powell
Suzan Preiksat and Michael D. DeLozier
Carol T. Procter
Todd and Carol Pulley
Nancy Putnam
James A. Quinn 
Marshall N. Rajs
Paul and June Ramondetta
Carol Raposo
C. Denise Regensburg
Edward P. Bromley, III and Dawn M. 

Reitz
Scott Rekant
Barbara Richards
James Richart and Deirdre Kramer
Jane Rigney
Paul Riley 
Angelica and David Rind
Robert and Carol Ritter
Friends of Michael Huber Preserve, Inc.
Leslie Roche
James H. and Debra A. Rokosny
Harriet L. Rola
Rebecca Rome
Eliot Rosenstein and Laura Kushner
Barbara T. Ross 
Patrice M. Rossettie
Michael E. Saks and Suzanne H. Woll
John and Susan D. Samtak
Brian Sanchez
Elizabeth Sands 
Randy and Janet Santoro 
Lorraine Sarhage
Barbara B. Sayres
David A Schoenberg
Kaye Scholl
Brent W. Schopfel
Samuel Schwartz
Vicki H. Schwartz
Michael D. Selender
Ellen L. Seward
Suzanne L. Shannon
Lorraine Shiarappa
Robert Shull
Stanley Shur and Elizabeth J. Rosenthal
Lynn Sichel
John J. Simonelli
Gus and Kathleen Slotman
Katie Smith
Wayne and Antonia Smith

2021 INTERNS 
Alison Belsky
Rutgers University, Stewardship 
work at the new Rainbow Hill at 
Sourland Mountain Preserve

Miroslav Bergam
Harvard University, Capturing NJ 
Conservation’s history

Joseph Girnius III
Stockton University, Stewardship 
work at the new Rainbow Hill at 
Sourland Mountain Preserve

Amber Loomis
Stockton University, Stewardship 
work at Apshawa Preserve

Estefano “Paolo” Mora
Rutgers University, Stewardship 
work at the new Rainbow Hill at 
Sourland Mountain Preserve

Jeanette Myers
Stockton University, Stewardship 
work at the new Menantico 
Preserve

Ben Yaskulka
Ramapo College of New Jersey, 
Improving NJ Conservation’s 
volunteer program

2021 DONORS

Snowy Egret 
by Bill Lynch 192021 Annual Report



Ronald V. and Lisa D. Smith 
Leslie Smith
David Snope
Wallace M. and Sarah Snow
Patricia Sofran
Joanne Solecki
Janet S. Somers
Sorbera Family Fund of Fidelity 

Charitable
Judith Stabile
Joyce Stanko
Joseph P. and Jane M. Stoddart
Donald Stryker
Alan Stultz
Clay C. Sutton and Patricia Taylor 

Sutton
J. Frederick Swan
Lynn Swanson
Gerard A. Sweeney and Lisa A. Aruffo
Daniel D. Sweeney
Julia Talarick
Selma Tarcan
David Taylor
Colin Taylor
Penelope Taylor-Wallace
Edward J. and Kathy Tenthoff 

Janet Terchek 
Jeanne C. Toal 
Elie Porter Trubert
Lan-Jen Tsai
Arthur Tuchfeld 
Annette and William H. Tyler
Lynn R. Uhrig
Michael Van Clef
June Verderosa
John and Marietta Verdoni
John Violette
Charlotte P. Visbeck
John Volpa
Jon von Briesen
Greg Washburn
F.W. Weierstall
David B. and Elsa Weinstein 
Rosanne M. Weiss 
Donald Widmyer
Michael Wills
Anthony S and Brynhild Wiseman
Johanna Wissinger
Anne Wolf
SYW Giving Fund
Francis M. Wood and David M. 

Hinckley

Ray R. Wuertz
Susan E. Wydick
Marian G. Young
Jeffrey Yu
George and Kimiko Yuzawa Legacy 

Fund
Robert A. and Elsa B. Zelley 
Hal B. and Natalie M. Zenner
Leah Z. Ziskin

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT  
FOR 10+ YEARS (UP TO $49)
Michael and Alison Baker 
JoAnn Bowman 
Francis V. and Eleanor B. Budney 
Jill Devlin 
Patricia N. Fowler 
Rita L. and Stewart J. Golding 
Richard E. Kent 
Robert X. Kucharski 
Russel C. and Tatyana Like 
Philip and Charlotte Lo Buono 
Ellen McConnell 
Joanne I. Palmer 
Mary Elizabeth Parkhurst 
Pamela J. Smith 
Janet R. Sneed 
Warren Sobelsohn 
Town & Country Garden Club 
John L. Varga 
Walter A. Veit 
Matthew L. and Lisa Visco 
Daniel T. Wall 
Anne E. Wallwork 
MacDonald and Wendy Walsh 

DONORS IN-KIND
Anonymous Donors
Adventure Aquarium
Penelope Ayers
Alix Bacon
Cecilia M. Blas
Michele S. Byers
Roger Byrom and Wendy Rasmussen
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Kimberly Dentzer
Dillon’s Fine Art & Framing
Dr. Rosina B. and Richard Dixon
Ecobabibundles
Lisa Evans Lewis
F. Gerald New, Inc.
Rob Ferber
Katherine Hackl Pottery and Tiles
Tom and Jane Higgins
Ironbound Farm and Cidery
Peter and Cynthia Kellogg
Stephanie Kreiser
Joseph and Jennifer Lemond
Eric Monberg and Wendy Mager
Tama Matsuoka Wong
Metropolitan Seafood & Gourmet
Morpeth Contemporary Gallery
Sandy Stuart Perry 
Pinelands Preservation Alliance
Richard Lewis Photography
Louisa B. Sargent
Stefani Schwartz
Sandra Severson
Richard Speedy Photography
Mr. James Steward
Tewksbury Fine Wine and Spirits
The Sloth Institute of Costa Rica
Prudence Theriault
Tsuki Japanese Restaurant
James Webb, Studio 233
Wildlife Conservation Society
Louise C. Wilson
Ellie Wyeth Designs

ESTATES

Catherine A.M. Cavanaugh Revocable 
Trust

Estate of Charles R. Cooper, Jr.
Estate of Antonio Elmaleh
Estate of Nicholas C. and Eleanor 

English
Estate of Caroline P. Huber
Estate of Mary W.T. Moore
Estate of Barbara Ray
Estate of Elizabeth Brainard Reed
Hilda Tauber Trust Estate

IN MEMORY OF
John E. Andrejewski
 Diana Haywood
Candace Ashmun
 Mark Huddell and  

Kerry L. Miller
Edward Babbott
 Margaret Babbott
Mom
 Faith Brancato
Richardson Buist
 Jean Buist Earle
William Campanelli
 Donna Medica
 Sharon Monk
 Yvette Parker
 Susan, Steven &  

Tyler Schwartz
 Debra Simon 
 Eileen Walsh
Ogden Carter
 Frances Carter
Catherine A.M. Cavanaugh
 Rodney P. and Virginia 

Frelinghuysen 
 Alison E. Mitchell and  

Chris Keep
Georgiana Henle Connor
 Donna Connor
Larry Courtney
 Rob and Carol Day
 Virginia Hunsberger
 Cheryl Smith
Jim Drosopoulos
 Denise and Andrew Milot
Abigail Fair 
 Steve and Janet Eisenhauer
Frank Farielly
 Kelly Swanson
Dave Ferratti
 Randy and Janet Santoro
Jessie Goehner
 Janet Goehner-Jacobs
Eleanor Gural
 Faith Brancato
Grace and Jim Hand
 Anne Forbes
The Hanssler Family
 Ingeborg D. Bossert

2021 DONORS

Axanthic green frog at the Franklin Parker Preserve by Bill Lynch
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Daniel Harris
 Jane Buttars
Bill Hermann
 David Hermann
Beatrice Violet Jenkins
 Scott Holloman
Lawrence Johnson
 Fran and Marie St. John
Joel Kazin
 Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kazin
Laurentina Nunes Mateus
 Alexander Mateus
Joan Miller
 Michele Regan
Mary W.T. Moore
 Chana R. Fitton and  

William A. Timpson
 Alison E. Mitchell and  

Chris Keep
 Michael D. and Maureen Santoro
Terence Morgan
 James E. Morgan
Gail Owens
 Marion and Dave Oliver
Robert Papp
 Allan Papp
H. Scott Poole 
 Linda J. Mack
William E. Schaefer
 Karen Alquist
 Charles Stek
Eileen M. Shanley
 Christopher Barr and Patricia 

Shanley
James Snow
 Alison E. Mitchell and Chris Keep
 Judith Snow
Eddie A. Sodolak
 Patricia Sodolak
Arthur Spingarn
 Roger and Joyce Spingarn
Edmund Stiles
 Holly B. Muller
Tort, hiking buddy
 Kristin Redmond
Anora Tracey
 Jan Larsson
Bruce Vitale
 Douglas and Lana Vitale
Charles Allen Willever
 Alex Ferraro

Robert Wolfe
 R. Geraldine Merriam
 Gretchen M. Oberfranc
 Randolph L. Wadsworth, Jr.
 Bob and Barbara Wolfe Charitable 

Fund of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

James Wyse
 Thelma K. Achenbach
 MaryJean Barnes
 Rebecca Benghiat
 Carol Boye
 Katherine Buttolph
 Michele S. Byers
 Marty and Christine Carrara
 Sarah Cole
 Andrew Dana
 Gerald Faber
 Julia Flath
 James and Kathy Garland
 John and Julie Guerard
 Susan Hansen
 Frederick and Susan Herrmann
 Bob and Nina Hynes
 Nina Joly
 Harold Katz
 Jane Kim
 Marty and Lisa MacCollum
 Laura McKenzie
 Lauren Michaels
 Alison E. Mitchell and Chris Keep
 Karen Moriarty
 Andrea Peck
 Pamela Posnock
 Karen Richards
 Timothy C. Riegert
 Phyllis Ruffer
 Judith Snow
 Patricia Stanko
 Taft Communications
 Julia Talarick
 Selma Tarcan
 The Scalzi Ponce de Leon Family 

Fund
 Douglas and Debby Trump
 Ingrid Vandegaer
 Cari Wild
Richard T. Zeman
 Jennifer Hager

IN HONOR OF
5-year Wedding Anniversary
 Vishal Balani
Michele S. Byers
 David L. Hansen and  

Ruth Charnes
 Michael F. Gallaway
 Chris and Melanie Jage
 Joseph Basralian
 Arnold Cohen
 Andrew Dana
 Betty Ann Kelly
 Edward Tetelman
 Daniel B. Wilkinson and Katherine 

M. Dixon
Norman Carter
 Lynn and Mac Carter
Pat Dawson
 Kyle Dawson
Matthew and Rossana 
Martinez Deleget
    Alison Deleget
Emile DeVito
 Marlene J. Boyd
 Susan Dorward
 Robert and Linda Walden
Dr. Rosina B. Dixon
 Dave Jones
Beryl Doyle
 Lois K. Stewart
Jane Engel
 Jerry Burke
Clem Fiori
 Daniel Fiori
Tom Gilbert
 Michele S. Byers
 Susan Dorward
Amy Hansen
 Carol Homeyer
 Robert Tommaselli
Pamela Hirsch
 Meryl Carmel
Danielle Joneja
 Inge Knudson
Cynthia and Peter Kellogg
 B. M. and Shelden O. Pisani

Patrick Miller
 Samuel H. Bleier
Alison Mitchell
 Michele S. Byers
 Rachel Porter
The Hon. Maureen Ogden
 B. M. and Shelden O. Pisani
Tari Pantaleo
 Lori Pantaleo
Edward Pfeiffer
 Carol L. Pfeiffer
Jay Watson
 Michele S. Byers
Morris and Clara Weshnak Family 
Foundation
 Barry Weshnak
Rich Wheeler
 Mackenzie Piggott
Ann and Joseph Zayak
 Alcides T. and Janet Z. Andril

Clients of Ronald Berlin Architect, PC:
Evan Anderson & Annie Dunham
Ben Bair & Evelyn Gilbert-Bair
Baxter Construction
Mo and Arnold Chen
Ashvin Chhabra and  

Daniela Bonafede-Chhabra
Gary Conroy and Ken Giedd
Matt & Megan Daily
Matthew Feuer & Carol Blum
Constance Fong
Colleen Goggins
John and Megan Jackson
Liz Lempert and Ken Norman
Barry and Danielle Rand
Henry and Mary Reath
 Ronald Berlin

DON’T SEE YOUR NAME? LET US KNOW!
Those who donated in 2022 will be included in next year’s annual report, so stay tuned!
Share your thoughts and questions with Alison Mitchell, Co-Executive Director at  
alison@njconservation.org.

2021 DONORS

Red-spotted Purple
by Bill Lynch
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 BURLINGTON COUNTY

BLUEBERRY ACRES
205 acres, Southampton Township
New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s Evert Trail 
Preserve in the Pine Barrens more than doubled 
in size with the addition of Blueberry Acres. The 
property is almost entirely wooded wetlands with 
some former agricultural and blueberry fields. 
Preserving the land helps protect water quality 
in the Rancocas Creek, the only Pine Barrens 
watershed that drains west to the Delaware River.

COOPER ESTATE
21 acres, Woodland Township
Thanks to a family’s generosity, New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation added 21 forested acres 
to its Franklin Parker Preserve in the Pine Barrens. 
The family of the late Charles R. Cooper Jr. sold 
the forested wetlands just outside the village 
of Chatsworth to New Jersey Conservation for 
half of its true market value. The land was in the 
Cooper family since 1965, and had been used for 
hunting and enjoying nature.

PEPPER
47 acres, Woodland Township
This forested property will be managed as an 
addition to NJ Conservation’s Franklin Parker 
Preserve. It provides habitat for threatened 
species and we are working with partners to 
enhance natural areas on the property that 
harbor unique Pine Barrens plants and animals. 

 CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

DETULLIO
29 acres, Fairfield Township
New Jersey Conservation purchased the 
development rights on the scenic DeTullio farm 
along the Cohansey River, ensuring that it stays 
farmland forever. The farm features tidelands, 
riparian woods and a Cohansey River tributary 
stream, and is surrounded on two sides by the 
state’s Cohansey River Wildlife Management 
Area. The property has high quality soils, provides 
habitat for a wide variety of wildlife, and is 
valuable for its ability to recharge groundwater 
supplies.

 HUNTERDON COUNTY

CURTIS
60 acres, Delaware Township
The last unpreserved working farm in the scenic 
and historic Rosemont Valley now has the same 
protections as neighboring farms. New Jersey 
Conservation purchased the development rights 
on the Curtis farm, ensuring that it will remain 
farmland forever. The farm was the proverbial 
“hole in the donut” that, if developed, would 
have compromised the integrity of the Rosemont 
Valley, listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The valley stretches from New Jersey’s last 
original covered bridge, Green Sergeant’s Bridge, 
to the tiny hamlet of Rosemont.

TREANOR
63 acres, Tewksbury Township
Once approved for a residential subdivision, the 
Treanor property was permanently preserved 
as open space with the assistance of New 
Jersey Conservation. It is now managed by the 
Tewksbury Land Trust as a natural area with public 
hiking trails. The land also has high conservation 
value as wildlife habitat, groundwater recharge 
area and steep slope protection area. It is mostly 
wooded and contains pristine tributaries of the 
Rockaway Creek, a trout-producing stream that 
flows into the Raritan River.

 MERCER COUNTY

LANWIN 3
153 acres, Princeton
The largest remaining undeveloped property in 
Princeton is now permanently protected, thanks 
to a partnership among several government 
agencies and nonprofits. New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation provided financial support and 
technical assistance to Princeton, the Friends of 
Princeton Open Space, The Watershed Institute 
and Ridgeview Conservancy to preserve this 
forested property filled with mature beech, oak 
and hickory trees. The property provides habitat 
for endangered and threatened species, as well 
as a critical wildlife corridor and potential hiking 
route to the Sourland Mountains.

GAINING GROUND
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VAGNOZZI
17 acres, Hamilton Township
NJ Conservation Foundation staff negotiated with the Vagnozzi Family 
Partnership on behalf of Hamilton Township to acquire this small, but 
strategic parcel of mature wooded wetlands. The property is a critical 
component of the headwaters of the Back Creek, a tributary of the 
Crosswicks Creek, providing high-quality, connected habitat for a variety 
of species.  This transaction is very consistent with municipal and county 
open space plans, as well as the ongoing efforts of our nonprofit partners 
in the area, Save Hamilton Open Space and North Crosswicks Friends of 
Open Space. While the Township will own and manage this site as wildlife 
habitat with very limited, passive recreational access, 90% of the cost of 
the acquisition was paid for by NJDEP Green Acres and Mercer County.  The 
Township’s Rural Conservation Zone project area is a part of one of the 
Garden State’s largest concentrations of preserved farmland and open space 
in Mercer, Burlington, Monmouth and Ocean Counties.

 MORRIS COUNTY

PEACH
15 acres, Washington Township
New Jersey Conservation Foundation assisted the township in preserving this 
property on the western slope of Schooley’s Mountain – the highest point in 
Washington Township. The land is one of several properties in the “Linking 
Open Space in Washington Township” initiative, which seeks to create a 
new township-owned nature and hiking preserve. The property is entirely 
forested and ranks highly for climate resilience, water recharge and wildlife 
habitat. 

GAINING GROUND
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NJ Conservation Owned: 303 acres 
(Fee or Easement)

NJ Conservation Land Transfers or Other Entities: 80 acres

Preserved in Partnership: 701 acres

Other Assisted Projects: 218 acres

NJ Conservation Foundation 
Owned & Managed Properties 
(Fee or Easement)

Preserved Land 
(Open Space & Farmland) 

24 PROJECTS • 1,302 ACRES

8/9/22 While great care is taken to present the most up 
to date information, NJ Conservation Foundation does not 
assume responsibility for spatial accuracy or timeliness 
of underlying data. This map is not a survey and should 
be used for planning purposes only. NJ Conservation 
Foundation expressly disclaims any and all responsibility 
for errors, omission or other inconsistencies depicted, 
arising from otherwise related to this map product. 

GAINING GROUND

 OCEAN COUNTY

GOSLING, LEFEVRE, SENSENIG, YOSCO
0.35 acres, Lacey Township
The donation of these small, undeveloped parcels expands 
the nearly 4,000-acre Candace McKee Ashmun Preserve 
at Forked River Mountain, and are part of an unbuilt 
subdivision called Barnegat Pines, dating back to the early 
20th century. The area is a mix of pine/oak uplands, pitch 
pine lowlands, and cedar swamps. Ownership enables New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation to better manage and 
protect natural resources.

 SALEM COUNTY

HURST
20 acres, Upper Pittsgrove Township
The Hurst farm is part of a group of three contiguous family-
owned farms totaling 53 acres that New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation is working to preserve. This farm features about 
10 acres of riparian forest along the Oldmans Creek, and 
is also contiguous to the Sottile farm that NJ Conservation 
Foundation helped preserve in 2015. The Hurst farm is 
nearly 75 percent prime and statewide-important soils, the 
two highest classifications of soil quality.

MACCARONE
42 acres, Pilesgrove Township
The Maccarone farm is part of the large agricultural 
grassland habitat called the Sharptown Grasslands, where 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has preserved nearly 
2,100 acres since 1990. The Maccarone farm is a grain, hay 
and soybean farm with high quality soils. It is contiguous 
to the Atanasio farm, which New Jersey Conservation 
preserved in 2018.
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USINGER
139 acres, Upper Pittsgrove Township
This large important property is contiguous to New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s Joyce farm 
easement and the Camden-Bridgeton trail alignment. The property contains segments of the 
Muddy Run Tributary and is upstream from the state’s Elmer Lake Wildlife Management Area. 
NJ Conservation worked very closely with the landowner to find the best preservation program 
for their property.  The State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) took on the project to 
purchase the easement.

WALTER
82 acres, Mannington and Alloway Townships
This picturesque farm is located within William Penn Foundation’s Lower Salem River, Delaware 
River Watershed Initiative (DRWI) focus area. The property is 90 percent prime soil, the highest 
quality classification, on which grain crops are raised. New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
worked with the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC), Salem County and 
Mannington Township to explore farmland preservation options.  The SADC completed the 
project as a direct easement purchase.

WENTZELL 2
103 acres, Upper Pittsgrove Township
While working with the Wentzell family to preserve two other farms, New Jersey Conservation 
Foundation was asked to help preserve a third.  As part of NJ Conservation’s working partnership 
with the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC), the SADC agreed to directly 
purchase the property’s development rights. The Wentzell farm has excellent soils and is 
contiguous to other preserved farms in an important agricultural neighborhood.

 SOMERSET COUNTY

PALERMO
20 acres, Bedminster Township
An iconic horse farm known for hosting shows and camps is now permanently preserved as 
farmland. New Jersey Conservation Foundation purchased the development rights on the 
Palermo Show Stable property, ensuring that it remains farmland in perpetuity. The Palermo 
property is located between two other preserved farms, and its preservation creates an 
unbroken swath of over 500 protected acres in the heart of Bedminster farmland. New Jersey 
Conservation secured matching federal and state farmland grants to preserve the farm.

Alloway Township
Bedminster Township
Burlington County
Cumberland County 
Delaware Township
Fairfield Township
Hamilton Township
Hunterdon County
Mannington Township
Mercer County
Morris County
NJ Water Supply Authority
NJDEP Green Acres Program

Pilesgrove Township
Princeton
Upper Pittsgrove Township
Salem County
Somerset County
Southampton Township
State Agriculture 
Development Committee 
(SADC) 
Tewksbury Township
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS)
Washington Township
Woodland Township

Lanwin Preserve

PUBLIC FUNDING PARTNERS
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VICTORY OVER PENNEAST PIPELINE
After a nearly seven-year battle against the proposed 
PennEast pipeline, New Jersey Conservation and its 
partners emerged victorious. In the fall of 2021, PennEast 
announced that it would no longer pursue development 
of a nearly 120-mile pipeline from the fracking fields of 
Pennsylvania, across the Delaware River and through 
western New Jersey, threatening wildlife, pristine streams 
and historic communities. The lengthy delays and legal 
challenges wrought by our campaign ultimately took 
a financial toll on the PennEast partners. After PennEast’s 
withdrawal, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
vacated its earlier conditional approvals of the project. 
The pipeline would have traversed miles of preserved 
open space and farmland, including many properties 
preserved by NJ Conservation and our partners. We 
toasted the victory by organizing a grand celebration 
at the Prallsville Mill in Stockton with our nonprofit, 
community and landowner partners. 

SOUND SOLAR SITING
The New Jersey Legislature passed, and Governor 
Murphy signed, a bill creating a new utility-scale solar 
incentive program that includes provisions advocated for 
by New Jersey Conservation. The new law requires sound 
siting of solar facilities that largely avoids prime farmland, 
forests and other sensitive natural resources. Another 
solar-related victory in 2021 involved a utility-scale solar 
proposal on prime farmland in Pilesgrove Township, 
Salem County. Following our opposition over many 
months, the township’s Planning Board rejected Dakota 
Power’s request for a zoning variance to develop solar 
energy on more than 800 acres of prime farmland.

26 New Jersey Conservation Foundation

POLICY UPDATE

Tom Gilbert and Michele Byers at October 
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STEWARDING FORESTS FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
Forests are an important ally in the fight against climate change, as they 
absorb and sequester carbon from the atmosphere. But many New Jersey 
forests are threatened by overabundant deer, which eat seedling and saplings 
before they can grow to maturity. We held an online symposium with Duke 
Farms staff to discuss new research conducted at the 2,740-acre Duke Farms 
property in Somerset County on deer management programs and their 
implications for forest regeneration and carbon sequestration.
In our role as co-chair of the Natural and Working Lands group of the New 
Jersey Climate Change Alliance, we are partnering with Rutgers University 
and various stakeholder groups. We provided data and analysis to inform 
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s development of 
strategies to defend and enhance carbon stored in forests and other lands. 
The DEP is developing a statewide carbon sequestration strategy under the 
Global Warming Response Act.

‘NEONIC’ PESTICIDE BAN
We supported a bill to ban non-agricultural uses of neonicotinoid (“neonic”) 
pesticides, along with many of our partners, and it was passed by the New 
Jersey Legislature in early 2022. Neonics harm bees, butterflies, birds, and 
pollinators. The new law is a great first step toward reversing that damage.

PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation joined the local community in Egg 
Harbor City, Atlantic County, in opposing the “diversion” of city-owned 
parkland for commercial use. The city’s Land Use Board recommended 
rezoning about 50 acres of the 400-acre Egg Harbor City Lake Park, a popular 
recreation area in existence for 150 years, as a redevelopment zone to build 
a warehouse and outlet store. Facing huge resistance from the public, the 
City Council rejected the plan. The park includes forestlands in the Pinelands 
Preservation Area.
Also in 2021, we successfully opposed several ill-conceived bills in the New 
Jersey Legislature that would have led to an increase in inappropriate timber 
harvesting on public lands. Our advocacy efforts included testimony before a 
special hearing of the Senate Environment and Energy Committee.

Pine Barrens gentian by Patrick Law

RARE PLANTS
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has been partnering with expert 
horticulturalists at Duke Farms to learn how to propagate rare plants known as 
Pickering’s Morning Glory, Pine Barrens Gentian, and Climbing Fern, and assisted 
Dr. Jay Kelly of Raritan Valley College in his work to re-establish populations of the 
rarest plant of all, American Chaffseed, at Whitesbog and Franklin Parker Preserve. 
We now have experimental populations of Pickering’s Morning Glory and Sickle 
Leaf Golden Asters growing at the Franklin Parker Preserve, and the asters have 
successfully seeded new plants in two populations in only a few years. 
We are working closely with the NJDEP to manage the rare and sensitive natural 
morning glory populations throughout the Pine Barrens. We have virtually 
eliminated invasive Chinese Bush Clover from the Batsto morning glory population 
after 15 consecutive years of effort, and we have saved at least 4 populations from 
devastation by thwarting illegal off-road vehicular traffic for many years - those 
populations are recovering from the brink of local extirpation. We have successfully 
rescued one Pine Barrens Gentian population from accidental destruction by 
transplanting seedlings grown at Duke Farms from seeds collected at the site the 
previous year. We hope to continue and expand upon these efforts with the help of 
a cadre of many dedicated volunteers.

POLICY UPDATE
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Since 1989, the Franklin Parker Conservation Grants 
Program has awarded nearly $2 million to 478 
conservation projects throughout the state.  

• In 2020, New Jersey Conservation added a racial equity lens to the grant 
program and has since awarded more than $90,000 through 28 grants to benefit 
communities of color across the state and improve equitable access to quality 
open space and places to grow food locally. 

• In 2021, ten nonprofits were awarded Franklin Parker Community Conservation 
Grants totaling $30,000 to help provide essential resources for addressing 
environmental challenges and improving the quality of life for communities of 
color in New Jersey. Funding for the 2021 grants was provided by the Victoria 
Foundation.

Underrepresented communities in New Jersey face disproportionate hardships 
resulting from impacts of climate change and environmental degradation. Increasing 
access to green spaces in urban areas provides health and environmental benefits. 
Green spaces keep surrounding areas cooler, clean the air and water, and make urban 
areas more resilient to extreme weather from climate change, such as heat waves, 
floods and wildfires. Additionally, people with safe access to parks and trails exercise 
more and are generally healthier.

2828 New Jersey Conservation Foundation

GRANT AWARDS

 Agrihood Internship field trip to Capital City Farm

Learning agricultural skills at Grow It Green Morristown.
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2021 FRANKLIN PARKER COMMUNITY CONSERVATION GRANTS 1O PROJECTS: TOTAL AWARDED $30,000

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF CUMBERLAND  
COUNTY - $2,000
Ultimate Journey
Ultimate Journey is an environmental stewardship 
and cultural heritage program for young people 
which includes connecting them to local resources 
in the community and engaging them in fun and 
interesting science activities.

DELAWARE RIVERKEEPER NETWORK - $3,250
North Camden Basin Enhancement Project 
This project improved a stormwater basin’s 
function and appearance through the addition of 
new native plants and removal of trash and debris, 
thereby enhancing quality-of-life for North Camden 
residents and Camden County Circuit Trail users.

FOODSHED ALLIANCE - $3,500
Irrigation Upgrade on Sussex SAgE Preserved Farmland 
The project upgraded the irrigation system at the 
Sussex County SAgE site in Andover to benefit 
seven leased farms, including those from BIPOC 
communities.

FRIENDS OF HOPEWELL VALLEY  
OPEN SPACE - $5,000
The Outdoor Equity Alliance Agrihood Internship 
The Outdoor Equity Alliance Agrihood Internship 
project provided 20 students from underserved 
communities with an opportunity to get hands-
on experience and to critically think about 
environmental stewardship, agriculture, and social 
welfare, guided by Leah Penniman’s book titled 
Farming While Black.

FUTURE CITY INC. - $3,000
Accessing Our Public Spaces – It’s Up To Us!! 
This project informed residents, stewards, and 
stakeholders to recognize the personal and 
environmental benefits of accessing the City of 
Elizabeth’s public spaces 24/7, and worked to 
methodically develop a city wide civic standard and 
collective conscience regarding the environmental 
benefits and utilization of our public spaces.

GROW IT GREEN MORRISTOWN - $4,680
Expanded Farm Apprentice Program
The program provided opportunities for two farmer 
apprentices from underrepresented populations 
to explore agriculture-based career pathways 
utilizing sustainable methods through innovative 
community food models in an urban setting.

IRONBOUND COMMUNITY  
CORPORATION - $2,254
Ironbound Environmental Justice Youth Leadership Program 
The Ironbound Environmental Justice Youth 
Leadership Program enabled the next generation 
of environmental justice advocates to develop and 
advance a zero waste plan for Eastside High School 
in Newark.

ISLES, INC. - $1,050
Urban Agriculture as Public Land Stewardship 
This project increased capacity of community 
members to reclaim, improve, and engage in green 
space on public land in Trenton through education 
and incorporation of conservation practices.

NEW JERSEY AUDUBON - $1,225
Camden Community Pollinator Green Space Project 
This project improved environmental and 
educational transformation for the City of 
Camden by implanting a pilot project that 
creates Community Green Space that is resident-
maintained and incorporates native plant and 
pollinator areas on abandoned property lots in 
residential neighborhoods through the City’s 
“Adopt-A-Lot” program.

NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW JERSEY - $4,041
Conservation of a New Jersey Wildlife Management Area 
with Organic Management Practices 
The project supported and mentored New Jersey 
farmers and the leaders of the Lenape Turtle 
Clan and demonstrated a new approach to land 
stewardship by leasing 10 acres of the Whittingham 
WMA from the Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and profitably growing organic grain crops 
including historically relevant crops with organic 
management practices, without the use of deer 
fencing and irrigation.

Agrihood Internship field trip to the Howell Living History Farm. 
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$9,947,292*
Individuals 59%

Government Grants 15%

Foundations 13%

Investment Income 4%

Planned gifts 3%

Corporations 2%

Special Events 2%

Organizations 1%

Other 1%

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents  3,187,209  1,430,962 

Investments  17,471,096  16,282,378 

Unconditional Promises to Give, net  387,250  283,580 

Beneficial Interest in Split Interest Agreements  172,941  557,548 

Land, Buildings and Easements  41,115,111  40,600,798 

Other Assets  255,088  200,638 

Total Assets  $62,588,695  $59,355,904 

Liabilities and Net Assets

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses  $271,094  $265,602 

 

Total Liabilities  271,094  265,602 

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions  54,293,694  53,080,069 

With Donor Restrictions  8,023,907  6,010,233 

Total Net Assets  62,317,601  59,090,302 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $62,588,695  $59,355,904 

*Unaudited financial information

(1) Extracted from the December 31, 2021 audited financial statements.

To receive a copy of the complete audited financial statements, please send a request to 
info@njconservation.org

December 31 
2020 (1)

December 31 
2021 (1)

$8,022,784*
Program  
management

33%

Program grants  
and contributions

29%

Purchase of  
easements

16%

Purchase of land 8%

Fundraising 8%

Management 
and general

6%

Support 
and  

Revenue
59%

13%

15%

29%

8%

16%

Expenses 
and Land 
Purchase

6%

8% 33%

1%
1% 2%
3% 2%
4%

FINANCAL POSITION
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The Red Oak Society was founded in 2011 to recognize those who donate 
to New Jersey Conservation Foundation through planned giving. We thank 
the conservation-minded members who are preserving New Jersey’s natural 
resources and lands for future generations.
 
To become a member of the Red Oak Society, please let us know if you wish to 
support New Jersey Conservation Foundation’s mission by:

n  Giving through your will or charitable trust

n  Giving through IRAs, qualified retirement plans, insurance or donor advised funds

n  Gifts of conservation easements, cash, securities and real estate
 
To discuss how your planned gift will help ensure the permanence of preservation, 
please contact Alison Mitchell, Co-Executive Director, at 908- 997- 0711 or  
alison@njconservation.org. While it is not necessary to advise us in advance that 
you have included New Jersey Conservation Foundation in your estate planning, we 
encourage you to let us know of your plans so that we may thank you and learn more 
about your interests. If you wish to add us in your will or estate plan, please use the 
following listing: New Jersey Conservation Foundation/170 Longview Road/Far Hills, 
NJ 07931. Our tax identification number is 22- 6065456.

Anonymous Donors
Fredrick A. Allis*
Evelyn Arcuni*
Carl L. Austin, Sr.*
Edward F. Babbott*
Ira H. Beckman*
Chris and James 

Besanceney
Louis C. Bodenheimer*
Andrea Bonette
Louise Bossert*
JoAnn Bowman
Rose Bracco*
Zella Brady*
Jennifer Bryson
C. Austin Buck*
Ann H. Bumsted*
Michele S. Byers
Sylvia S. Campbell*
Ogden B. Carter*
Nancy Castleman*
Catherine A. M. 

Cavanaugh*
Sophia Chroscinski*
Tillie Chwat*
Jack R. Cimprich and Ronnie 

E. Cimprich, VMD
Erica Colace
Francis and Elizabeth 

Coles*
Beryl Robichaud Collins*
Jean K Colvin*
Warren P. Cooper*
Mary Lou Curran*
William D. Dana*
Michael Dawson and 

Robert Tomaselli
Rev. Julia S. Dawson
Margie DeAngelo
Lillie R. DeBevoise*
William D. deCamp*
Hugo and Margaret 

deNeufville*
Dr. Rosina B. and Richard 

Dixon
Joseph Dlugach*
Nelson C. Doland, Jr.*
Cyril dos Passos*
Ann O. Edison*
Theodore M. Edison*
Frank Eggert*
Richard W. Elberson*
Charles and Eleanor Engel
 

Nicholas and Eleanor 
English*

Walter Brooks and Dorothy 
Stewart Evert*

Sarah P. Fiske*
Elizabeth Ernst Fosbinder*
Barbara Galli*
Elizabeth K. Gardner*
Margaret Gardner*
Joan C. Gilson
Ruth Gleason*
Alfred R. Gnam*
Elsie B. Grove*
Stephen C. Gruber
Eleanor Gural*
Thomas B. and Archer 

Harvey
Nora E.J. Hayes
Harold Healy*
Elizabeth D. Healy
John S. Hirschoff*
Roberta F. Holden*
Caroline P. Huber*
Donald and Beverley Jones*
Elizabeth S. Jordan*
John and Susan Karlin*
Evangeline MacKay H. 

Keasbey*
Larry and Barbara Keller*
Robert W. Kent*
Samuel W. Lambert
Frances E. Land*
Eleanor R. Lawrence*
Vera Lazar
Valerie Ann Leeds
Larrabee C. Lillie*
Kenneth W. Lloyd*
Donald MacGuigan*
Kenneth L. MacRitchie
Wendy Mager and Eric 

Monberg
Ellen McConnell
Robert McLean*
Hon. Joseph H. Metelski
Kristina Miller
Winifred C. Millikin*
Gordon A. Millspaugh, Jr.*
Eric Monberg and Wendy 

Mager
David F. Moore
Mary W.T. Moore*
Edward Mullen*
Kurt Munkacsi

Janet and Daniel E. Murnick
Sigrid S. Nagle*
The Hon. Maureen Ogden
Elizabeth C. Ohly*
Caryl Leong and Donna 

Paino
Franklin E. Parker*
Harry F. Peters, Jr.*
Robert Pierson*
Virginia Pierson
Elizabeth Potter*
Dr. James A. Quinn
Joann S. Ramos
Barbara Ray*
Elizabeth Brainard Reed*
L. Keith and Lisa Reed
Allen Reese and Joseph M. 

Hengel
Timothy C. Riegert
William N. Rogers
Gregory Romano
Robert C. Ross
David Rutherford*
Anna L. Salvato*
Walter and Patricia Savage*
Betsy J. Schnorr
Diane P. Schwarz*
Joan S. and deLacy H. 

Seabrook*
Betsy B. Shirley*
Katherine Smith
E. Esty and Helen Stowell*
Mark Thomas
Ted and Penny Thomas
Althea Thornton*
Michael Dawson and 

Robert Tomaselli
Benjamin W. Tucker, Jr.*
Mary Upmeyer*
Artemis Vardakis*
Nan Hunter Walnut*
Ruth Creighton Webster*
Catherine Welsh*
Dorothy Moran Werner*
Clarissa Willemsen*
Muriel Williams*
Virginia T. Williams*
Louise Currey Wilson
William T. Wyman
Esther Yanai*
Robert L. Zion

*denotes deceased members

MEMBERS OF THE RED OAK SOCIETY

LEAVE A LEGACY  
for Future Generations
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Bamboo Brook | 170 Longview Road | Far Hills, NJ 07931

www.njconservation.org

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS ARE THE SOUL OF A CITY.
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