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During 2020, in spite of complications of office closure and working from 
home, staff completed 20 land preservation transactions totaling 2,558 
acres.   
 
In addition to the preservation projects, two ‘trade land’ transactions 
(Campbell and Chubb) were accomplished bringing in nearly $680,000 in 
revenue; and one  property transfer ‘Huber estate’ closed, transferring 
this property to Monmouth County Park Commission as an addition to 
its Dorbrook Recreation Area. 
 
The Land team continue to rely on NJ Conservation Blueprint as a 
primary tool to identify properties of preservation interest to meet our 
priority criteria.  Along with this tool, the team use their local and 
regional knowledge to pursue new preservation opportunities and 
partnerships around the State. 
 
High profile acquisitions placed under option, contract or added to the 
negotiation queue in 2020 include the Curtis Farm in the Rosemont 
Valley; Rancocas Cranbury / South Jersey Wildlife Preserves assemblage 
and Samost property in the Pine Barrens; Maccarone and DeTullio farms 
in Salem and the Turnquist assemblage of properties in Morris. 
 
The staff spent early January 2021 reviewing the Strategic Plan 
directives and developing the Work Plan for the year.  That Work Plan 
will drive us to seek out high value recreation / conservation / climate 
resilience projects in the regions; diversify our work in places like 
Camden City for Back Channel and other acquisitions; and expand our 
footprint in Trenton, Elizabeth and Jersey City. 
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• Preservation 
• Holly Farm 
• Wentzell 
• Duffy 1&2 
• Hart Farm 1&2 
• Etzel 
• Leone 
• Morda 
• Higgins J4 
• Wertsville Ind. 
• Enters 
• Parave 
• Turnquist 
• Barron, Terry, DeCicco 

(pinelands lots) 

• Transfers and 
Trade lands: 
• Huber estate 
• Campbell 
• Chubb 
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation has been working with a coalition of 
governmental and non-profit organizations for 30 years to protect this unique 
tract of forest, critical to protecting wildlife habitat and water resources.  NJCF 
even joined litigation to prevent this land from being sold for development.  
Virtually surrounded by preserved lands, the Holly Farm was the target of 
various development efforts.  But at last, the NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection was able to strike a deal with Atlantic City Electric Company to 
preserve this important property flanked by two national wild and scenic river 
segments.  
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New Jersey Conservation stepped in to purchase an easement on this scenic farm 
along busy US Route 40 where local zoning had limited the opportunities for 
farmland preservation. Nevertheless, the Wentzell farm has excellent soils and is 
contiguous to other preserved farms in an agricultural neighborhood.  This is one of 
three Wentzell family farms NJ Conservation Foundation is helping to preserve. 
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Insert text to briefly explain this – e.g. “These three very small properties in 
critical habitat of the Pine Barrens were created as building lots long ago. 
NJCF has acquired several (??) of these lots and incorporated them into the 
Candace Ashmun and Forked River Preserves.” [or whatever is accurate!] 
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The Duffy family wanted to preserve their family farming heritage and New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation was honored to help preserve these 
outstanding farms.  This is the first project for NJCF working to support 
Mannington Township’s newly implemented farmland preservation 
plan.  Abutting a State Wildlife Management Area, these acquisitions also 
protect important riparian forests and two tributary streams within the Lower 
Salem River Watershed. 
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New Jersey Conservation Foundation worked with the owners and Warren 
County to help ensure permanent preservation of the 388 acre Hart Farm in 
Franklin Township, contributing to an impressive agricultural belt consisting of 
nearly 750 contiguous acres of permanently protected land. 

The farm is 70% “prime soils” and “soils of statewide importance,” the two 
highest classifications for crop production. The main stem of the Pohatcong 
Creek,  a Category 1 waterway, runs through the center of the property, which 
has been farmed by the same family for three generations. An easement sale 
was needed to resolve property inheritance issues that threatened a 
conversion of the property. 
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The Etzel Property is a 42-acre wet 
forested parcel along the Wickecheoke 
Creek in Raritan Township in the Crotan 
Plateau. About 45% of the property is 
wetlands that drain into the 
Wickecheoke Creek. The property 
offers habitat for American Kestrel, 
Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, and 
Bald Eagle. The property is just 
downstream from NJ Conservation's 
preserved Levine Property. 
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This grain and vegetable farm sits in an agricultural grassland complex where 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has helped preserve over 2,300 acres.  We 
were able to help Pilesgrove Township preserve the Leone farm thanks to a grant 
from the 1772 Foundation.  
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Like the nearby Leone and Westwood Knolls farms preserved by NJCF, the Morda 
farm was once the site of an approved housing subdivision.  Preservation of the 
Morda farm allowed the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the NJ 
SADC (State Agriculture Development Committee) to establish an ambitious 
conservation plan to address historic erosion issues on the Morda farm, protecting 
soil and water resources henceforth.    
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This important area of open space 
comprises 268 acres that, together with 
contiguous Somerset County open 
space, totals more than 1,150 acres of 
forested wetlands, uplands and 
agricultural land in the Sourland 
Mountains. This is the fourth Higgins 
property that NJCF has preserved.  
Trails exist throughout the property for 
passive recreational activities. 
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This 111-acre site is contiguous to the 
Higgins property and, like Higgins, 
contributes to more than 1,150 acres of 
preserved land managed by NJCF in the 
Sourlands.  Roughly 97 acres are 
predominantly farmland, with some 
forested land and a stream to the north 
of a different Higgins property that NJCF 
preserved in February, 2017.  The other 
14 acres are forested land to the south of 
the Higgins property.  



Gary and Deborah Enters donated their 16+ acre property on Burrell Road to the 
Tewksbury Land Trust, after severing the Highlands Credits.  The property is near 
the Land Trust's Christmas Tree Farm and is part of an emerging network of 
preserved land in the area that could ultimately connect the Christmas Tree Farm to 
the Township's popular Christy Hoffman Park.  The property is largely mature 
woodlands but contains a small tree farm in the cleared powerline easement.  
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New Jersey Conservation acquired an agricultural easement on the Parve farm 
on December 29, 2020.  This grain and livestock farm sits near the Burden Hill 
forest; owners Jim and Elicia Parave have long worked with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to implement conservation practices to protect 
soil, water and wildlife resources.  Preservation has sealed their legacy as 
exceptional stewards of their land. 
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The 68-acre Turnquist property is a new 
addition to the now nearly 370-acre Hill 
and Dale Preserve system.  This property 
is a critical link in the nearly completed 
10-Mile Trail. The property connects Hill 
and Dale Preserve to the County's Cold 
Brook Preserve in the center of Oldwick 
with the help of a small trail access 
pledged by a neighbor.  The property is 
mostly agricultural with some mature 
woods.  The property supports several 
threatened and endangered species 
including bobcat and bobolink.   
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NJCF donated this 5-acre parcel in Colts Neck Township to Monmouth County 
as an addition to the County Park System's Dorbrook Recreation Area for 
public use and enjoyment.  Since this very active public park surrounded the 
Huber Property, the transfer eliminated a private holding in the Recreation 
Area.  NJCF received the property in 2006 from the Trustees of the Marion 
Huber Revocable Trust, with a life estate provision, as a donation.  The house 
on the property was badly damaged in 2018 and the life estate was 
subsequently terminated.  The property is permanently restricted for public 
open space, recreation and conservation purposes, consistent with the 
donor's intentions.   
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Former staff member Eleanor 
Campbell donated her home on 3+ 
acres in Chester Township to NJ 
Conservation on May 27, 2020 with 
the intent that NJCF sell the property 
and use the proceeds of the sale to 
further its mission.  In addition to 
donating the house, Eleanor also paid 
for NJCF's acquisition and carrying 
costs until the house was sold on 
August 3, 2020 for $373,000. 
$100,000 of the proceeds of the sale 
were used later that year to help 
acquire the 68-acre Turnquist 
property, an addition to the Hill and 
Dale Preserve, and a critical link in the 
10 Mile Trail system. 
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The 49-acre Chubb-Ace Farm is located in Bedminster Township at the northwest 
intersection of Rattlesnake Bridge Road and Route 78. It is surrounded by 
preserved land and farmland. It was in fact the last remaining unprotected farm 
on Rattlesnake Bridge Road Bedminster. It is approximately 80% farmed, and 
more than half of the soils are prime or statewide. In a complicated partnership 
with Lamington Conservancy, NJCF acquired the property on December 30, 2019 
and simultaneously sold a farmland easement that precluded any future 
homesite to Lamington Conservancy. The easement sale completely covered the 
purchase price of the farm.  New Jersey Conservation Foundation then listed the 
farm for sale and sold it on October 9, 2020 to a local beef cattle farmer for 
$305,000.  The sale of the property covered the acquisition costs and provided 
additional funds for future preservation projects. 
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Climate resilience Sourland 

Preserved and targets 

Old growth forests 

Preservation success Salem 

NJ Conservation Foundation and  
partners led the development of the  
Conservation Blueprint.  This new platform 
is an amazing and powerful tool to guide 
our protection efforts, gain valuable data 
on conservation values of individual 
parcels, and visually depict our strategies 
and successes in the landscape.  For more 
info visit: NJMap2.com 



Capital City Farm 

Franklin Parker Preserve 

Wertsville 

Rainbow Hill Preserve @ Sourland Preserve 
(Higgins property) 

Connecting Drone flights Google maps 
www.survae.com 

Aerial imagery captured by UAV’s or drones 
provide interesting and new perspectives to 
demonstrate the value of properties and how 
they fit into the overall landscape.  Capturing 
both stills and video at very high resolution, the  
technology is a perfect tool to demonstrate our 
work and to monitor our landscape / land use 
changes and patterns.  Latest technologies 
include infrared imaging for deer density 
counts and 3D modeling.   



Trenton’s Old Wharf protection 

Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum 

Harsimus Embankment, Jersey City 

Environmental Justice Bill Signing 
Urban Agriculture / engagement 

Our Strategic plan directs us to engage new 
communities and to diversify our work to 
reach every community in New Jersey.  We 
continue our work in Camden and are 
working to expand NJCF’s presence in 
Trenton, Elizabeth, Jersey City and other 
Communities to help make a difference. 
 
Bringing nature to every neighborhood. 



• Completed Camden Conservation Blueprint Project! 
• Migrated to a new database - LANDSCAPE 
• Jersey City Embankment project: 

• Negotiating easement language 
• Groundwork Elizabeth Project: 

• Sub Grant for restoration / education  
• Trenton: 

• Capital City Farm engagement and grant management  
• Old Wharf protection advocacy and convening 

• Camden: 
• Gateway Park Stewardship / Engagement 
• Back Channel Land Acquisition 

• Outdoor Equity Alliance founding and participation 
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