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Creating a Princeton Ridge Preserve  

T 
he Princeton Ridge is a unique 

ecological area that extends 

westward from the Millstone 

River and D&R Canal State Park across 

the northern part of Princeton Township 

into Hopewell.  For more than 50 years, 

ÔÈÅ 2ÉÄÇÅȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔÓ 

have been identified as among the most 

important and environmentally sensitive 

areas in the region. Its mature forests are 

home to numerous endangered and 

threatened species, among them the 

Wood Turtle, Eastern Box Turtle, 

#ÏÏÐÅÒȭÓ (Á×Ë ÁÎÄ "ÁÒÒÅÄ /×ÌȢ   

 

The New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation, Stony Brook-Millstone 

Watershed Association, Friends of 

Princeton Open Space, Save Princeton 

Ridge, Kingston Greenways, Mercer 

County and Princeton Township are 

ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á Ȱ0ÒÉÎÃÅÔÏÎ 2ÉÄÇÅ 

0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅȢȱ  4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉÎË 

existing preserved open space, including 

the Autumn Hill Reservation, 

Herrontown Woods Arboretum, and 

Smoyer and Hilltop Parks, to create an 

interconnected public preserve of natural 

areas for passive recreation and 

education, while protecting this 

environmentally sensitive region.  

 

Several adjacent wooded parcels 

currently in private ownership are in 

various stages of negotiations with non-

profit partner organizations, including a 

21-acre tract that has been the subject of 

settlement negotiations due to litigation 

of a proposed development by local 

community groups.  The contract 

purchaser has agreed to limit the building 

footprint of the proposed age-restricted 

housing development to less than four of 

the 21 acres and deed the remaining 

acres for conservation purposes.  In 

addition, the Friends of Princeton Open 

Space is collaborating with D&R 

Greenway Land Trust to acquire 

approximately 30 acres of the All Saints 

Church property for conservation 

purposes.   

NONPROFIT PROJECT PARTNERS 
 

New Jersey Conservation Foundation  
www.njconservation.org 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation is 

ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÌÁÎÄ 

conservation organizations. Its mission is 

ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȭÓ ÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 

resources for the benefit of all. It protects 

strategic lands through acquisition and 

stewardship, promotes sound land use 

policies, and forges partnerships to 

achieve conservation goals. During its 50 

years, it has protected more than 120,000 

acres of natural areas and farmland in 

New Jersey. 

Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 

Association  www.thewatershed.org 
The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 

!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

environmental group.  Since 1949, the 

organization has been dedicated to 

protecting clean water and the 

environment in the 265-square mile 

region drained by Stony Brook and the 

Millstone River.  It pursues this mission 

in Mercer, Somerset, Middlesex, 

Hunterdon, and Monmouth Counties 

through a unique combination of 

conservation, advocacy, science and 

education.  The Watershed plans to 

utilize the Princeton Ridge Preserve for 

environmental education with area 

schools. 
 

Friends of Princeton Open Space 
www.fopos.org 
Founded in 1969, Friends of Princeton 

Open Space is devoted to environmental 

protection and the preservation of open 

space in the Princeton area.  It raises 

funds to assist in acquisition of 

easements, purchases lands for 

permanent open space, advocates for 

land use that respects the natural 

constraints of the land while meeting the 

needs of all citizens, and fosters an 

understanding of nature through 

programs in the Mountain Lakes Nature 

Preserve.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save Princeton Ridge  

Save Princeton Ridge (SPR), organized in 

2007, is a group of citizen activists 

directly engaged with preserving the 

environmentally sensitive Princeton 

Ridge from inappropriate development. 

Using People for Princeton Ridge as its 

legal offshoot, SPR seeks to educate the 

public about the need to respect the 

intersections of terrain, habitat, and 

stormwater to create a more sustainable 

Princeton community. 
 

Kingston Greenways 
www.kingstongreenways.org   

Kingston Greenways Association aims to 

establish a permanent green belt around the 

village of Kingston and to create 

connections of green to other open space. 

KGA  provides oversight and advocacy for 

open space in the Kingston area, promotes 

understanding of our region through study 

and education, and works in partnership 

with other regional, state and national 

groups in pursuit of open space preservation 

and awareness. 
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Ricciardi Tract 
 

O 
wned by the Ricciardi family, this 14-acre, 

heavily wooded property is surrounded by 

a variety of land uses ɀ including residential 

neighborhoods, office buildings and undisturbed forest 

ɀ and is slated for development.  The landowners 

secured a zoning variance to allow construction of 30 

residential units on a portion of the property; a second 

variance request resulted in a lawsuit and potential 

settlement that would allow construction of an 

additional 17 homes. If this land is not acquired for 

conservation, development is inevitable.  

 

 

In December 2009, the New Jersey Conservation 

Foundation signed a contract to purchase this 14-acre 

wooded parcel at its appraised fair market value of $3.605 

million.  Funding commitments received to date include 

$3.08 million from Mercer County, Princeton Township and 

the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Green Acres program, and over $322,000 in private 

donations. To complete the conservation transaction, 

$202,695 in private donations are needed.  

HELP CLOSE THE GAP ! 

Cost of Acquisition: $3,605,000 

Green Acres Grants  

 

$1,580,000 

Princeton Township Open Space 

Funds & Mercer County grants 

$1,500,000 

Private Funds Pledged  

(as of 5/1/2011) 

$322,305 

Total Committed: $3,402,305 

Funding gap still to be filled : $202,695 
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